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Introduction:

1. During the Conference of Plenipotentiaries held in Barcelona on 8 and 10 June
1995 the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution adopted a new protocol (Protocol concerning
Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean).

2. The final act of the above-mentioned conference of plenipotentiaries stipulates
that the annexes to this protocol will be adopted in .a forthcoming meeting of
plenipctentiaries. One of these annexes concerns the "common criteria for the choice
of protected marine and coastal areas that could be included in the List of Specially
Protected Areas of Mediterranean Importance (SPAMI)".

3. In order to elaborate the common criteria that will constitute the above-
mentioned annex, a meeting of experts has been organized by the Regional Activity
Centre for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) in Tunis on 22 and 23 March
1996.

Agenda item 1: Opening of the meeting

4. The meeting was opened on Friday 22 March 1996. Mr. Mohamed SAIED,
Director of RAC/SPA welcomed the participants and noted that the presence at this
meeting of experts representing most Mediterranean Countries as well as several
NGOs is a sign of the importance given to the topic of this meeting.

5. The Director of RAC/SPA then evoked the framework in which the meeting was
organized and invited Mr. Ibrahim DHARAT to open the meeting on behalf of the
Coordinating Unit of the Mediterranean Action Plan.

6. At the beginning of his speech, Mr. DHARAT expressed his thanks to the
Tunisian authorities for their support for the organization of this meeting. He also
congratulated RAC/SPA for the good preparation of the meeting, which will facilitate
tackling the heavily loaded agenda.

7. The representative of the MAP Coordinating Unit then reviewed the major
objectives of the MAP as well as the recent developments that have occurred within
its framework since the 1992 UNCED. He aiso listed the different protocols adopted
within the Barcelona Convention as well as the major new orientations introduced at
the level of MAP Phase ll. He further observed that the new orientations of the MAP
are inspired by the recommendations of the Tunis Conference held in November
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1994, during which the Agenda MED 21 was recommended for the Mediterranean
countries to utilize it as a reference tool.

8. Mr. DHARAT underlined the importance of the present meeting and indicated
that the criteria to be elaborated will contribute in the promotion of the cooperation
between Mediterranean countries in the field of management and conservation of the
natural heritage as well as in the field of the protection of threatened species and
their habitats in the Mediterranean.

Q. The following Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention were
represented at the meeting: Albania, Algeria, Croatia, Cyprus, Egypt, European
Community, France, Greece, Israel, ltaly, Lebanon, Libya, Malta, Monaco, Morocco,
Slovenia, Spain, Syria, Tunisia and Turkey. The meeting was also attended by the
representatives of the MedWet programme, as well as the representatives of the
following NGOs : World Wildlife Fund (WWF), MEDMARAVIS, Birdlife International
and "Instituto Universitario de Ciencias Ambientales”. The list of participants is
attached as Annex [ to the present report.

Agenda item 2 : Rules of procedure

10. . ..The meeting noted that the Ruies of Procedure apgpiiceble to meetings and _ . ...

conferences of the Contracting Parties to the. Convention for the Protection of the

Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (doc. UNEP/1G.43/6, Annex Xl) would apply
mutatis mutandis to its deliberations.

Agenda item 3 : Election of the Bureau

11. The meeting unanimously elected among the representatives of the
Contracting Parties present in the meeting:

Chairman: - Mr. Patrick VAN KLAVEREN (Monaco);
Vice-Chairman: - Mr. Adel Ibrahim El GAZAR (Egypt);
Vice-Chairman: - Ms. Figen ERKOC (Turkey);
Rapporteur: - Mr. André MANCHE (France).

Agenda item 4 : Adoption of the Agenda and organization of work
12. The meeting adopted the agenda proposed by the Secretariat, included in the

document UNEP(OCA)MED WG.108/1 and annotated in the document
UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.108/2. The agenda is attached as Annex Il to this report.
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Agenda item 5: Review of the provisions relating to SPAMIs in the Protocol
concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological
Diversity in the Mediterranean.

13. The Secretariat mentioned the steps that led to the adoption of the new
Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the
Mediterranean. He also set out the main new elements introduced by this protocol
which is to replace, once it comes into force, the SPA Protocol adopted in Geneva
in 1982.

14. The Secretariat also recalled the provisions relating to SPAMIs and in
particular those concerning the procedure for inclusion of protected areas in the
SPAMI List. To this end document UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.108/Inf.3 was introduced.

15.  During the work of the meeting on this agenda item and following on questions
from some delegations as to the extent of the geographical coverage of the new
Protocol, there was an exchange of views on this subject.

16. In response to a question on the status this Protocol provides for specially
protected areas already notified to RAC/SPA and included in the Directory of marine
and coastal areas drawn up on the basis of the SPA Protocol (Geneva, 1882), the
Secretariat reminded the meeting that the SPAMI List is the only official list provided
for by the new protocol. Other protected areas created by the Parties will be notified
to RAC/SPA within the framework of exchanges of information.

Agenda item 6 : Common criteria for the choice of protected marine and
coastal areas that could be included in the SPAMI List

17. By way of introduction to this agenda item, the Secretfariat introduced
document UNEP(OCA)/MED WG.108/3. Stress was laid in particular on the principles
used as a basis for the preparation of the document.

18. There was a preliminary discussion of the document as a whole which led to
the approval of its structure.

19. The meeting then examined the document paragraph by paragraph. The work
of the meeting led to the drawing up of draft common criteria for the choice of marine
and coastal protected areas that could be included in the SPAMI list (see Annex lll
of this report).

20. During the work of the meeting on this agenda item, there were long
discussions as to giving different degrees of importance to the criteria. After these
discussions the meeting approved the view that an order of priority must be reflected
in the draft common criteria elaborated by the meeting. This order of priority should
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take into account the provisions of the Protocol relating to SPAMIs as well as the
general aims of the Protocol. The meeting alsc agreed that the conservation of the
natural heritage remains the major aim, without however neglecting the protection of
the cultural heritage which is one of the aims of the Protocol.

Agenda item 7 : Adoption of the report of the meeting

21.  The report of the meeting presented to participants by the Rapporteur was
adopted after discussion, along with the draft criteria.

Agenda Iltem 8 : Closure of the meeting

22.  After the customary exchange of courtesies, the Chairman closed the meeting
on Saturday 23 November at 20.00 hours.
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ALBANIE Committee of Environmental Protection
- Ministry of Health and Environmental
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Tirana
Albania

Tel: {355) {42) 33367
Fax: (355} (42) 33367

Mr Leke GJIKNURI

Faculty of Natural Sciences
Tirana

Albania

Tel: (355) (42) 27048
Fax: (355)(42) 27048

ALGERIA Mr Sid Ali RAMDANE

ALGERIE Direction de la Préservation de la biodiversité et
des espaces naturels
Secrétariat d'Etat chargé de "Environnement
Direction Générale de L'Environnement
Ministére de ['Interieur, des Collectivités locales
et de I'Environnement
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Hydra - Algier - 16035
Algerie

Tel: (213) (2) 6891542
Fax: (213)(2) 605072

CROATIA Ms. Antonieta POZAR-DOMAC
CROATIE Faculté des Sciences
Université de Zagreb
Zagreb, Rooseveltov trg 6
HR - 10000 Zagreb
Croatie

Tel:  (385) (1) 442604
Fax: (385) (1) 4552645
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CYPRUS Ms Myroula HADJICHRISTOPHOROU
CHYPRE Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources
. and Environment
Department of Fisheries
Aeolou St. 13
Nicosia
Cyprus

Tel:  (357) (2) 303278
Fax: (357) (2) 365955

EUROPEAN COMMISSION Mr. Armando ASTUDILLO GONZALES
COMMISSION EUROPEENNE Commission Européenne

Direction Générale XIV - -

Rue Joseph II, 83,

1049 Bruxelles

Belgique

Tel:  (32)(2) 2961191
Fax: (32)(2) 2966046

EGYPT Mr. Waheed Salama HAMID

EGYPTE Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency
Department of Naturai Protectorates
23A Ismail Mohamed st,
Zamalek, Cairo

Egypt

Tel: (20) (2) 3406777/34053963
Fax: (20) (2) 3405962

Mr Adel Ibrahim El GAZZAR

Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency
Department of Natural Protectorates
23A Ismail Mohamed st,

Zamalek, Cairo

Egypt

IR Y TS X,

Tel: (20)(2)3406777or(68)350787
Fax: (20) (2) 3405862 Y

FRANCE Mr André MANCHE
FRANCE Direction Generale de I'Administration et du
Developpement
Ministére de I'Environnement
20, Av. de Ségur
75302 Paris 07 SP
France

Tel:  (33) (1) 42191787/42830837
Fax: (33) (1) 42191877
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Ministry of Environment, Physical
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General Directorate for the Environment
Environmental Planning Division

Nature Management Section

36, Trikalon str,

GR 115-26 Athens

Greece

Tel: {30} (1) 6918202
Fax: (30) (1) 6218487

Ms Ekaterini SIAKAVARA

Institute of Marine Biology of Crete (IMBC)
P.O. Box 2214 :

71003 Iraklion

Greece

Tel:  (30) (81) 246647
Fax: (30) (81) 241882
Eml: siakava@imbec.gr

Mr Michae! LIPSCHITZ
Ministry of the Environment
Canfai Nesharim st, 5

P.O. Box 34033

Jerusalem 95464

Israel

Tel: (972 (2) 65653820
Fax: (972) (2) 6553823

Ms Tamar RON

Division of Science and Management
Nature Reserves Authority

78, Yirmeyahu street

Jerusalem 94467

Israel

Tel: (972) (2) 5005444
Fax: (972) (2) 383405
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University of Genoa
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Mr Abdallah ZAKHIA

Conseiller juridique

Centre de Recherche Marine (CRM/CNRS)
Jounieh

"Liban

Tel:  (961) (8) 840653/844529
Fax: (8961)(8) 841540

Mr Mohamed Fiesel A. ESSGHAIER
Faculty of Science

University of El Fatah

P.O. Box 3964

- Tripoli
. Libya

Tel: (218){21) 4445785
Fax: (218)(21) 338098/7

Mr Yousef Aripe DOUGHA

Technical Centre for Environment Protection
P.0O. Box 80725

Tripoli

Libya

Tel: (218) (21) 4445795/4446868
Fax: (218) (21) 3338088

Mr. ALFRED E. BALDACCHINO
Environment Protection Department
Floriana

Malta

Tel: (356) 231895/232022/230617
Fax: (356) 241378
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ANNEX il

DRAFT COMMON CRITERIA FOR THE CHOICE
OF PROTECTED MARINE AND COASTAL AREAS
THAT COULD BE INCLUDED IN THE SPAMI LIST

(elaborated by the Meeting of Experts held in Tunis, 22-23 March 1996)

GENERAL PRINCIPLES

The Contracting Parties agree that the following general principles will guide their

work in establishing the SPAMI List:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(v)

The conservation of the natural heritage is the basic aim that must
characterize a SPAMI. The pursuit of other aims such as the conservation of
the cultural heritage, the promotion of scientific research, education,
participation, collaboration, etc., is highly desirable in SPAMIs and
constitutes a factor in favour of a site being included on the List, to the
extent in which these remain compatible with the aims of conservation.

No limit is imposed on the total number of areas included in the List or on
the number of areas any individual Party can propose for inscription.
Nevertheless, the Parties agree that sites will be selected, on scientific bases
and listed according to their qualities; they will have therefore to fulfil the
requirements set out by the Protocol and the present criteria.

The listed SPAM! and their geographical distribution will have to be
representative of the Mediterranean region and its biodiversity. To this end
the list will have to represent the highest number possible of types of
habitats and ecosystems.

The SPAMIs will have to constitute the core of a network aiming at the
effective conservation of the Mediterranean heritage. To attain this objective,
the Parties will develop their cooperation on bilateral and multilateral bases
in the field of conservation and management of natural sites and notably
through the establishment of transboundary SPAMIs.

The sites included in the SPAMI list are intended to have a value of example
and model for the protection of the natural heritage of the region. To this
end, the Parties ensure that sites included in the list are provided with

adequate legal status, protection measures and management methods and
means.
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GENERAL FEATURES OF THE AREAS THAT COULD BE INCLUDED IN THE SPAMI
LIST

1. To be eligible for inclusion in the SPAMI List, an area must fulfil at least
one of the general criteria set in Article 8 paragraph 2 of the Protocol. Several of
these general criteria can in certain cases be fulfilled by the same area, and such
a circumstance can only strengthen the case for the inclusion of the area in the
List.

2. The regional value is a basic requirement of an area for being included in
the SPAMI list. The following criteria should be used in evaluating the
Mediterranean interest of an area:

a) Uniqueness.

The area contains unique or rare ecosystems, or rare or endemic species.

b} Natural representativeness.

The area has highly representative ecological processes, or community or
habitat types or other natural characteristics. Representativeness is the degree to
which an area represents a habitat types, ecological process, biological community,
physiographic feature or other natural characteristic.

c) Diversity.
The area has a high variety of species, ecosystems, habitats, or
communities.

d) Naturalness.
The area has a high degree of Naturalness as a result of the lack or low level
of human-induced disturbance and degradation.

e} Presence of habitats that are critical to endangered species’.’

f) Cultural representativeness. _

The area has a high representative value with respect to the cultural
heritage, due to the existence of traditional activities which support the well-being
of local populations.

3. To be included in the SPAMI List, an area having scientific, educational
or aesthetic interest must, respectively, present a particular value for research in
the field of natural sciences or for activities of environmental education or
awareness or contain outstanding natural features, landscapes or seascapes.

4. Besides the fundamental criteria specified in article 8, paragraph 2, of the

Protocol, a certain number of other characteristics and factors should be considered ]

as favourable for the inclusion of the site in the List. These include:
a) the existence of threats likely to impair the ecological, biological, aesthetic

* The idea of endangered species includes also endangered endemic species

L
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or cultural value of the area;

b) the involvement and active participation of the public in general, and
particularly of local communities, in the process of planning and management of
the area;

c) the existence of a body representing the public, professional, non-
governmental and scientific sectors involved in the area;

d) the existence in the area of oppPrtunities for sustainable development;

e} the existence of an integratec}i coastal management plan within the
meaning of Article 4 para. 3 (e) of the Convention.

LEGAL STATUS

1. All areas eligible for inclusion in the SPAMI List must be awarded a legal
status guaranteeing their effective long-term protection. B

2. In order to be included in the SPAMI List, if a site is situated in a zone
already delimited over which a Party exercises sovereignty or jurisdiction, it must
have a protected status recognized by the Party concerned.

3. In the case of sites situated, partly or wholly, on the high seas or in an
area where the limits of national sovereignty or jurisdiction .have not yet been
defined, the legal status, the management plan, the applicable measures and the
other elements provided for in Article 9, paragraph 3, of the Protocol will be
provided by the neighbouring Parties concerned in the proposal for inclusion in the
SPAMI List. ~

PROTECTION, PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES

1. Conservation and management objectives must be clearly defined in the
texts relating to each site, and will constitute the basis for assessment of the
adequacy of the adopted measures and the effectiveness of their implementation
at the periodic revisions of the SPAMI list.

2. Protection, planning and management measures applicable to each area
must be adequate for the achievement of the conservation and management
objectives set for the site in the short and long term, and take in particular into
account the threats upon it.

3. Protection, planning and management measures must be based on an
adequate knowledge of the elements of the natural environment and of
socio-economic and cultural factors that characterize each area. In case of
shortcomings in basic knowiedge, an area proposed for inclusion in the SPAMI List
must have a programme for the collection of the unavailable data and information.
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4. The competence and responsibility with regard to administration and
implementation of conservation measures for areas proposed for inclusion on the
SPAMI list must be clearly defined in the texts governing each area.

5. In the respect of the specificity characterizing each protected site, the
protection measures for a SPAMI must take account of the following basic aspects:

a) the strengthening of the regulation of the release or dumping of
wastes and other substances likely directly or indirectly to impair the integrity of
the area;

b) the strengthening of the regulation of the introduction or reintroduction
of any species into the area;

c) the regulation of any activity or act likely to harm or disturb the
species, or that might endanger the state of conservation of the ecosystems or
species or might impair the natural, cultural or aesthetic characteristics of the area.

d) the regulation applicable to the zones surrounding the area in question.

6. To be included in the SPAMI List, a protected area must have a
management body, endowed with sufficient powers as well as means and human
resources to prevent and/or control activities likely to be contrary to the aims of the
protected area.

7. To be includes in the SPAMI List an area will have to be endowed with
a management plan. The main rules of this management plan are to be laid down
as from the time of inclusion and implemented immediately. A detailed management
plan must be presented within three years of the time of inclusion. Failure to
respect this obligation entails the removal of the site from the List.

8. To be included in the SPAMI List, an area will have to be endowed with
a monitoring programme. This programme should include the identification and
monitoring of a certain number of indicators for the area in question, in order to
allow the assessment of the state and evolution of the area, as well as the
. effectiveness of protection and management measures implemented, so that they
may be adapted if need be. To this end further necessary studies are to be
commissioned.

i



