
Progress update for UNEA Resolution 4/21

"Implementation Plan: Towards a Pollution-

Free Planet"

Addressing capacity gaps to accelerate progress towards a cleaner planet and better health in the 

context of the SDGs

Meeting of the Subcommittee of the Committee of Permanent Representatives

September 14th, 2020



Background

• UNEA 3 Ministerial Declaration requested the Executive Director of UNEP to prepare an Implementation 

Plan “Towards A Pollution-Free Planet”.

• UNEA4 Resolution 4/21 welcomed the Implementation Plan and recognized it as the vehicle for prompt 

implementation of the objectives of the Ministerial Declaration, relevant resolutions of UNEA and 

voluntary commitments.

• UNEP requested to:

• coordinate and monitor the delivery of the Plan 

• fully and effectively leverage capacity of UNEP

• Member States and relevant stakeholders: encouraged to contribute to its implementation

• Member States and others in a position to do so: invited to provide extrabudgetary financial resources.

http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/31015/k1800398.english.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
https://papersmart.unon.org/resolution/uploads/k1804190.pdf
http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28484/English.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/28484/English.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y


• Ample knowledge of the impacts of pollution on the environment and human 

health 

• Further knowledge on emerging issues being generated (e.g. impacts of 

pesticides and fertilizers, AMR) and on responses (global actions on air 

quality) as asked by UNEA

• Global status of pollution being reviewed through pollution summary report

• COVID-19: opportunity to further explore links between health and pollution 

and a glimpse on how changes in behaviour can affect pollution levels

• Multitude of efforts at all levels, but dramatically scaled up investments 

needed

• Wide range of partners working with UNEP on pollution specific aspects and 

on Environment and Health 

• Increasing leadership initiatives: International Day of Clean Air for blue skies 

established to raise awareness and boost global efforts to fight air pollution 

(7th September)

Where are we in terms of pollution actions globally?



 Response area 1 aligned with the Implementation Plan 

 Pollution and Covid-19 links are key contributions for building 

back better as part of response 3

 Under response area 1, factsheets, reports, and webinars were 

developed focusing on multiple links:

 Air quality /sustainable mobility

 Waste management

 Waste-water treatment

 Technical expertise available to support member states to  

address the increase in waste and related consequences 

necessitated by the medical response to the crisis

 UNEP-WHO relationship key in providing coordinated and wel-

informed responses

Links with Covid-19
UNEP’s Response

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/factsheet/covid-19-waste-management-factsheets
https://ccet.jp/Waste_Management_during_the_COVID-19
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XdADZL25eU


Response 1 Factsheets:

1 - Introduction to COVID-19 waste management

2 - National medical waste capacity assessment

3 - How to choose your waste management technology 

to treat COVID-19 waste

4 - Policy and legislation linked to COVID-19 

pandemics

5 - Links to circularity – Non-healthcare waste

6 - Linkages of Air quality and COVID-19

7 - Household medical waste management strategies

8 - Disaster and conflict

9 - COVID-19, wastewater, and sanitation



• Website launched: https://www.unenvironment.org/beatpollution/

Information Sharing function: stimulating exchanges of good practices 

and innovative technologies & solutions

• A global tailings dams portal (https://tailing.grida.no/about)

• Pollution feature in the World Environment Situation Room 

under  development 

https://www.unenvironment.org/beatpollution/


• Overview of global progress towards a pollution-free planet 

• To be finalized in the course of 2021 and taking into account existing/upcoming reports

• Based on DPSIR methodology (drivers, pressures, impacts, state and response)

• Will include indicator-based assessment of the state of pollution vis-à-vis the SDGs , 

per pollution theme

• Future pollution summary reports expected to update on future progress, if resources 

are available

Reporting function: Pollution summary report “Tracking 

progress: Where is the world in taking action to address 

pollution?”



Enhancing 

Capacity 

to Act 

•Reports on impacts of

pollution on health/human 

capital/poverty (Ghana, 

Ethiopia, Rwanda, India; marine 

pollution; Western Balkans)

•Various UNEA-mandated and 

other reports

•Data on WESR

INFRASTRUCTURE

•Regional environment and health 

Inter-ministerial fora

•Regional/sub-regional platforms 

to address pollution

•New Plastics Economy 

Global Commitment

•Product sustainability 

guidelines

•BreatheLife

•1st International Day of Clean 

Air for Blue Skies 

•Factsheets/webinars on 

COVID-19, waste, pollution

IMPLEMENTATIONAWARENESS

•Global Industry Standard on Tailings 

Management

•Environmental quality monitoring 

capacities

•Greening health infrastructure 

in Africa

•Pollution solutions 

Toolbox

•New guidance tools

•Studies on fiscal

policies to address 

pollution 

•Environment & 

Health Initiative in India

•Health & Environment 

Observatories in Africa

•Capacity development 

on pollution dimensions

KNOWLEDGE
LEADERSHIP



Looking Forward: Gaps, Challenges, and Opportunities

• Foundations in place to coordinate pollution-related action via the Implementation 

Plan

• coordination hub

• activation of internal and external collaboration channels

• outputs addressing capacity gaps on track

• Implementation Plan – key platform to deliver on pollution, inform and transition to 

the 2022-2025 Medium Term Strategy

• COVID-19: obstacle but also opportunity to invest in good environmental quality for 

healthy people and increased resilience

• Accelerating action requires dramatically stronger prioritization of pollution reduction 

efforts in national development planning, development support and funding

• Further work needed to make the case and attract heightened investment in 

reducing pollution
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