ICRI Recommendation
to prioritise coral reefs
in the Post-2020 GBF
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ICM/ Emily Corcoran,
R Consultant: Corals Post 2020

With thanks to Vulcan for their on going technical and financial
VULCAN support

This presentation was made to the 2nd COBSEA webinar relating to the Post-2020 Global
Biodiversity Framework.

It presents ICRI and its role in helping to develop policy consensus; how ICRI has engaged in
the Post-2020 process to date. It then introduces the Recommendation that ICRI has
adopted, which sets out how coral reefs can be prioritised in the Post-2020 GBF.



International:Coral
Reef Initiative

A global partnership for the preservation of the world’s coral reefs
and associated ecosystems.

What We Do

fstaub@icriforum.org
www.icriforum.org

2: The International Coral Reef Initiative — is a global partnership between nations and
organisations that strives to preserve the world’s coral reefs and related ecosystems. One
role the ICRI Partnership is to develop coordination and consensus building in relevant
policy areas. Countries that are members to ICRI are custodians of 75% of the world’s coral
reefs and almost all are Parties to the CBD.

The ICRI Secretariat is hosted for a determined period (normally 2 years) — currently co-
hosted by the governments of Australia, Indonesia and Monaco. | have provided contact
details on the screen if you would like to find out more about ICRI.




ICRI member (Y/N) % of the world total

Cambodia N N/A
People’s Republic of China N 0.53%
Indonesia Y- ICRI Co-Chair and ad hoc committee 17.95%
Republic of Korea Y N/A
Malaysia Y 1.27%
Philippines Y 8.81%
Singapore N N/A
Thailand Y 0.75%
Viet Nam Y 0.45%
Total 29.76%

3. The COBSEA region encompases a third of the world’s coral reefs - coral reefs - and
their associated ecosystems are globally significant.

Six of the 9 countries in the region are members to ICRI, and have already been part of the
effort to ensure that coral reefs are included within the Post-2020 GBF.

Of course, one of the COBSEA countries - Indonesia is also our co-chair and has been very
supportive in this work over the past couple of years.
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The Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework

4: CBD Post-2020 GBF

We have already had a very useful introduction to the Post-2020 process, a highly
consultative process to develop a new and transformative framework for the world, a
framework to set us on a path to live in harmony with nature.
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By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic
pressures on coral reefs (1), and other
vulnerable ecosystems (2) impacted by
climate change or ocean acidification are
minimized, so as to maintain their integrity
and functioning.

Some

No
Progress Change

5. It is clear that we will however need to look at things in a new way - this need to do
things differently was urgently re-enforced by the recent publication of GBOS5 - especially
so for coral reefs. Whilst NONE of the Aichi Targets have been met - AT 10 had perhaps
the worst results.

It is notable that AT10 also really struggled with a lack of available and meaningful
indicators - only one dimension of this target could be assessed. Strengthening our ability
to detect change will help increase accountability and communication of targets and goals
under the new framework

As highlighted both in GBO 5 and the WWF Living planet report, corals are showing the
most rapid increase in extinction risk of all assessed groups. — with hard coral cover
declining in many regions, and key pressures continuing to increase.




2.7 trillion USD, contributing to the safety, nutrition,
economic security, health and wellbeing of millions of people

1 More than one billion people benefit directly from coral reef 60.000 The time that the Great Barrier Reef has
BILLION 'esources for food and as a source of income through 2 been a part of the culture of Aborigional and
activities related to fishing and tourism YEARS  Torres Strait Islander people

1/4 Coral reefs support $36 Coral reef tourism contributes $36 billion
25% of marine life BILLION to global tourism industry annually

SR A healthy reef can reduce coastal
97 A Wave energy by up to 97

$9 Healthy coral reef ecosystems reduce IC\I{:[

shoreline erosion and protect coastal housing, 300_400)( sea, especially among coral re S, /,H\-/

BILLION agricultural land and beaches with a global net may be 300 to 400 times more : CORAL REEF INITIATIVE
benefit of 9 billion USD/year isolating one from a terrestrial ecosystem

RNATIONAL

6. ICRI's response

2 years ago this month, ICRI agreed that it was critical to engage with the Post-2020
process and contribute to the development of the GBF - recognising that huge benefits
provided by coral reefs, and the continued declines. An ad hoc committee was established
to coordinate this work with 3 Terms of Reference:

1. Toengage in the CBD post-2020 process

2. To draft a Recommendation for how coral reefs could be prioritised

3. To communicate the Recommendation.




May 2020: ICRI Adopts Recommendation for Coral Reefs in the Post-2020 Framework
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7. The ICRI Recommendation - result of ToR 2 was adopted in May 2020 and
represents 18 months of consultation and work through the ad hoc committee.

The result represents a consensus of all ICRI members, including the 44 member countries
- custodians of 75% of the world’s coral reefs - again acknowledging the significance of this
region in that statistic.

It is important to emphasise that the process to draft and adopt the recommendation was
highly collaborative and there are many countries that have already made important
contributions in shaping the Recommendation and how it is being applied, in order to
produce something that is useful as a basis to inform their positions regarding coral reefs
during the GBF negotiations.

Much of the preparatory work has been submitted to the Post-2020 consultation process
and shared with both ICRI members and CBD focal points and is available here




2 Coral Reef Extent Live Coral Cover 1 5 Percent Coral Reefs 4  Fish Abundance and
Measures area covered by coral The amount of live coral cover on a reef — EffeCtlvely Protected Biomass
reef ecosystems and can tell us if an important first look at coral reef health The amount of the world’s coral reefs
that are included within MPAs or Other
Effective Conservation Measures

The number of fish on the reef and
the amount of energy available,
telling us about the health and
integrity of the system

this is increasing or decreasing

Index of Coastal Eutrophication ¢
Measures water quality in coastal areas '

[lefa]ofn] 3 Fleshy Algae Cover and cover of v
key benthic groups See T
An increase in the cover of fleshyalgae indicatinga
v decline in coral reef health with less diversity of E—
A\~ s o fish and lower productivity -

8. There are three main elements to the Recommendation

1. calling for prominent recognition of coral reef ecosystems within the text of the
CBD Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) with Goals and targets at an
ecosystem scale with focus on enhancing integrity and resilience to support human
society into the future;

1. The Goals and Targets have timescales appropriate for achieving the stabilisation
and recovery of coral reef ecosystems, recognising the lag time between action and
effect of that action;

2. Calls for the inclusion of a set of available, measurable and meaningful coral reef
indicators that are foundational in determining progress against goals and targets.

The 6 indicators

These are the six Recommended indicators(shown here) that are already in use and can
help improve what we know about the health and function of the reef.

The Recommendation also highlights 5 emerging indicators — that are in various stages of
development, but could really help us understand more about how intact reefs are and
how resilient we can expect them to be.



It is the expectation that the realisation of these elements will increase VISIBILITY/ FOCUS/
PRIORITISATION coral reefs as a special ecosystem at a critical juncture; INCREASE CAPACITY
to assess coral reefs globally and INCREASE accessibility and coherence of information and
knowledge;



Credit: Alfred de Gemmis, WCS

GOAL D: MEANS OF

IMPLEMIENTATION

GOAL C: BENEFIT SHARING
* Access to genetic resources

GOAL B: BENEFITS TO PEOPLE

GOAL A: CONSERVATION
* Area, integrity and

* Regulating services (climate,

connectivity of natural DRR, etc.) * Benefit sharing + Financial resources
ecosystems * Food, water security * Capacity building, scientific
AR * Extinction risk, status, « Other (cultural) cooperation

abundance of species * Technology

* Genetic diversity
* (ritical ecosystems

1. LAND/SEA USE CHANGE 5. INVASIVE ALIEN SPECIES 9. SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTIVE 13. NATIONAL PLANNING/REGS.

« Spatial planning * Reduced impacts of IAS SYST. * Nat. planning and accounting
* Ecosystem conservation/rest. * Sustainable management of * EIAs/SEAs
agrobiodiversity, aquaculture,

6. POLLUTION
2. AREA-BASED MEASURES . . 14. PRODUCTION/SUPPLY CHAINS
* Reduction from nutrients, 10. AIR/WATER QUALITY

* PAs and OECMs pesticides, plastic and other * Reduction in negative impacts

* Regulating services for air,
freshwater, disasters
3. SPECIES 7. CLIMATE CHANGE 17. INCENTIVES/SUBSIDIES

+ Exssitu * Biodiv. contributes to CCM/A 11. HUMAN WELLBEING « Reduction or elimination of
*  Human-wildlife conflict * CCimpact on biodiv. reduced « E.g. access to green/blue spaces harmful subsidies and policies

2030 Action Targets

4. LEGAL, SUSTAINABLE USE 8. SUSTAINALBE USE OF SPECIES
12. GENETIC RESOURCES 18. FINANCIAL RESOURCES

« Access to/benefits from * Public and private finance
resources * Capacity building, tech transfer

* Harvest and use is legal, * Sustainable wild fisheries
sustainable, and safe * Sustainable use of terrestrial
* Trade is legal, sust. and safe species for food and medicine

9. The current draft of the GBF appears to be providing space for coral reefs and associated
ecosystems - although there is a need to ensure the wording around “ecosystems” is
retained in Goal A. The recent advice from SBSTTA on the updated goals and targets,
indicators and baselines will also be analysed in respect to the ICRI Recommendation.

THANKS TO WCS for allowing me to borrow this slide which shows the current goals and
targets and helps me to identify where these recommended indicators fit.

The healthy coral reef indicators respond principally to

e  Goal A: Coral reef extent and live coral cover work together to provide information
on changes in extent of coral reef ecosytems . In addition, bringing in cover of
fleshy algae and other benthic organisms + fish abundance and biomass can start
to provide information on ecosystem function and integrity, information also
relevant to Target 1. [IMPORTANT is the need to keep the ecosystem focus -
current wording lends the concept of health and resilience to species populations -
but these are also important for ecosystems.

e Target 1: particularly target 1.2 - looking at fragmentation of natural areas

e Target 2: where tracking the % of coral reef protected is a very acheivable metric
and can show ecological representativity




® Target 6: Water quality is critical for coral reefs - The index of coastal eutrophication
is an SDG indicator could provide highly relevant information for coral reef health

But this is an evolving framework and so we keep alert to the fact that as it evolves there
may be other opportunities to use coral reef indicators or coral reefs as an exemplar
ecosystem.

There are still a number of important steps in this negotiation process - butitis now for
Parties to be shaping up the details of the framework and ensuring an outcome for coral
reefs.

The current pandemic is causing delay and uncertainty - however it is critical to capitalise on
the opportunity that the Post-2020 Framework represents for critical and coherent action
for coral reefs



What is the role of Parties to the CBD?

Alignment

ICRI FP MEEIEL ate Adoption
positions Regional

Scale

Bilateral Virtual side Webinar
calls with event with with
ICRI SPREP (Nov. COBSEA
2020) (Dec. 2020)

10: The Recommendation has been used principally to
» Toengage consistently with consultations e.g.

»  Togive coral reefs a coherent voice - developing a narrative that can be shared and
amplified

e toprovide policy briefing notes to support national preparations for consultations
and negotiations.

The challenge to realise the prominent inclusion of coral reefs in the framework is perhaps
not simple -it is — Multifaceted — multiple actions — multiple scales — multiple actors — but
critical and possible.

*  Countries are encouraged to use the Recommendation in discussion with
CBD FPs and for their engagement in the GBF development process - and
we have learned from recent virtual dialogues that many countries are
already doing this

* Countries are also encouraged to work through relevant regional mechanisms to
develop Regional coherence - COBSEA and the regional seas are a really excellent
example of such mechanisms for exploring options for alignment that fall within their
mandates. Regional mechanisms are also invited to look at the suite of
recommended indicators to see how to build coherence across
national>regional>global scales.

* Working to ensure that the monitoring framework is at the right level to help in

10



tracking progress, learning from experience and communicating results

10



What support can ICRI Provide?
D

Negotiation Phase Implications for
implementation...

Technical / policy support (e.g. briefing
notes, preparing for consultations with an
coral reef lens)

Producing supporting materials
Communication assets and media
outreach

11. ICRI can provide a range of support to help countries taking up the recommendations
made by ICRI and we look forward to the opportunity to discuss what this might look like in
more detail. The focus at the moment is in providing support in terms of this next
negotiation phase.

However it is important to be thinking about implementation, and within the work of the
ad hoc committee, we are also thinking about that.
® We will soon be issuing a questionnaire to find out how many countries are already
using the recommended indicators - to help us understand this more;
® we are also aware of the importance of mobilisation of resources, ensuring there
are tools to support monitoring and assessment, understanding the potential role
of new tools and technologies. This requires that we connect with other activities
and work streams within the ICRI family and across its member countries and
organisations to understand what could support implementation and how that
would work. Examples that come to mind include
O  the Global Coral Reef Monitoring Network
O  The new 2020 status report
O  the Allen Coral Atlas, that at least in the first instance could help improve
maps of coral reef extent - but using Al and big data could open new ways
of monitoring.
O  MERMAID - a tool that could help increase standardisation in data
collection
® What role for regional seas in the implementation? - coherence in monitoring

11



could be a major contribution, as well as building political momentum.

11
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The ad hoc Recommendation Supporting
committee (full text) and Materials
summary

Frequently Asked

Voices of Support Questions

This work was done with the support of Vulcan Inc.

12. Many resources are already available
® communication outputs - infographics, social media strategy, video clip, FAQ,
® all technical contributions - the Recommendation + all submissions to the CBD
process
®  provided in multiple languages - thanks to translation support from ICRI members

Please visit www.coralpost2020.org
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13. - we have an increasing number of voices showing their leadership in support of the
recommendation and we are sharing their voices through social media platforms and other
communciations -

We invite you to add your voice.

13



Proposed next steps

Be a voice for coral reefs in the Post-2020 GBF

Identify events, opportunities where we can share the

Recommendation

Let us know how we can support you

14. We will be continuing to progress this work and engage with countries through to the
COP. We are very keen to understand how we can best support you in the forthcoming
negotiations and would be very happy to take any questions during the discussion, or

follow up with you afterwards.




Thank you

Contact: fstaub@icriforum.org

WWW. coralpost2020 org
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