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‘Foresight…” the capacity to think systematically about the future
to inform decision making today’
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The Foresight Unit, situated in the Big Data Branch of UNEP’s Science Division, 
publishes regular science-based Foresight Briefs that highlight hotspots 
of environmental change, feature emerging science topics, or discuss 
contemporary environmental issues. The public at large and decision makers at 
all levels are provided with the opportunity to find out what is happening to their 
changing environment and the consequences of everyday choices, and to think 
about future directions for policy which they can influence through their policy 
processes. 

There is a growing need to keep information brief, visual and relevant for 
policymakers while describing the implications of environmental change in terms 
of human impacts. 

Systemic insights demonstrate the interconnectedness of the emerging environmental issues that we face, and in particular the 
three interconnected mutually reinforcing challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution that are the key strategic 
objectives identified in UNEP’s 2022-2025 Medium Term Strategy and the importance of foresight as outlined in the Secretary-
General’s ‘Common Agenda’ of UN’s transformation through the Quintet of Change, and ultimately, how they all impact human 
health and well-being.
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Growth in traditional 
economic activity results in 
increased global warming 
causing green house 
gases and pollution as well 
as reduced biodiversity. 
These in turn adversely 
impact human health and 
this reduces economic 
activity. Policies that 
enables economic growth 
that is also good for the 
environment will improve 
human health and further 
increase ecomonic activity 
through reinforcing 
feedback. (+) Influence is 
in the Same direction (-) 
influence is in the Opposite 
direction.
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There are 3 key categories of foresight initiatives in UNEP 
– continuous and dynamic early warning (includes monthly 
Foresight Briefs) medium-term or annually (includes Frontiers) 
and longer-term, for example, 21 Issues for the 21st Century 
and the Global Environmental Outlook. Foresight briefs have 
a production schedule that is flexible and frequent with their 
primary focus being on informing the public, but also with 
good quality production so that they can be presented to 
policy makers for quick and deep insights.

UNEP’s Foresight Briefs are open to the participation of all 
relevant public and private research centres from all over 
the world, and also enable greater internal cooperation on 
highlighting emerging issues with other partners. 
Foresight Brief topics: https://wesr.unep.org/foresight/briefs

The Foresight Unit also provides unique insights using systems 
thinking based analysis and system dynamics modelling of 
emerging issues with a foresights focus. Current project is 
using population dynamic modelling to further improve the 
understanding of the impact of the level of Proportion of Illegally 
Killed Elephants (PIKE) on elephant populations at the Monitoring 
the Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE) sites across Africa and 
climate related security risk modeling. 
Foresight Projects: https://wesr.unep.org/foresight/projects
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UNEP is a member of 
the UN HLCP Informal 
Foresight Network

The Foresight Unit, 
on behalf of UNEP, 
coordinates liaison with 
the High Level Committee 
on Programs Informal 
Strategic Foresights 
and develops proposals 
for the use of strategic 
foresight initiatives to 
provide policy insights 
to complex emerging 
problems. UNEP’s participation in UNESCO Futures Literacy Summit
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For more information please contact: unep-foresight@un.orghttps://wesr.unep.org/foresight

Contact: unep-foresight@un.org

https://wesr.unep.org/article/foresight-briefs
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