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Brief review

• Resolution 23 agreed at UNEA 4

• OP6 requested the ED to develop options for 

the Future of GEO

• Steering Committee of 36 Member States 

created to manage and oversee the process

• Steering Committee delivered an interim report 

and a background document to UNEA 5.1

• Options were proposed for the form and 

function of future GEOs

• Steering Committee suggested that UNEA 

may wish continued work on the financial, 

administrative and collaborative arrangements 

for future GEO



Work plan for 2021 agreed by Steering Committee

• Three main elements:
1. Feasibility study on 

financial, administrative 

and collaborative 

arrangements of proposed 

options for the future of 

GEO

2. Online consultation with 

Member States, 

stakeholders and 

assessment experts

3. Workshop for Steering 

Committee to develop the 

final report to UNEA, with 

recommended options for 

the future of GEO



Statement of work for feasibility study agreed

• Key principles:
• Draw from options 

identified through interim 

report

• Assess against the criteria 

identified in the interim 

report

• Assess the cost and 

resource implications of the 

different options

• Determine the likely 

administrative and 

collaborative arrangements 

that would be needed to 

deliver on the options



Timeline to report back to UNEA

• July – August: iterative 

process within the Steering 

Committee to draft the 

feasibility study

• September: online 

consultation / peer review of 

feasibility study

• October: review results of 

online consultation, update 

Annual Subcommittee

• November: workshop to 

develop final report
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