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Introduction

The Eighth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the
Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution (Antalya, Turkey, 12-15 October 1993)
urged:

The Contracting Parties that have not yet done so, to ratify the Land-
Based Sources protocol (LBS), the Specially Protected Areas protocol (SPA)},
the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (1973)
and its related protocol (1978} (MARPOL 73/78), the International Convention
on Qil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Caoperation (OPRC) (1990}, the
international Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (1969), the
International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for
Compensation for Qil pollution Damage (1971) and the Basel Convention on
the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their

Disposal (1989).

Furthermore, the Antalya Meeting invited the Contracting Parties to review their
position with respect to the international conventions, protocols and agreements and if
possible to ensure the early signature of these instruments which may have a positive
influence on the Mediterranean basin.

Accordingly, and with a view to assisting the Contracting Parties to implement these
decisions, the Secretariat has prepared this information paper on various environmental
conventions and agreements which have relevance to the work of the Mediterranean Action
Plan (MAP) and to which Mediterranean Countries are already parties. For those relevant
environmental conventions which have not yet entered into force, the Signatories are also
indicated. This paper was first presented o the meseting of the Bureau of the Contracting
Parties (Ankara, Turkey, 2-3 February 1994) as document UNEP/BUR/43/Inf.4. The present
paper has been modified in order to reflect the today status of participation in these
conventions and agreements, on the basis of available information at the Co-ordinating Unit of
the Mediterranean Action Plan as at 31 December 1994.
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