Proposed response template (15 December 2022) / INC on Plastic Pollution

Call for written submissions — Proposed response template on the potential
options for elements towards an international legally binding instrument

On 9 December 2022, the Executive Secretary of the INC Plastic Pollution Secretariat sent a notification
inviting written submissions from members of the committee and from observers. The template below
is intended to provide guidance to members of the committee and observers in structuring the written
submissions.

As requested by INC-1, written submissions will inform the Secretariat in the preparation of a document
with potential options for elements towards an international legally binding instrument, for
consideration at the second session of the INC, without in any way prejudging what the committee
might decide regarding the structure and provisions of the instrument. The document is to be based on
a comprehensive approach that addresses the full life cycle of plastics as called for by UNEA resolution
5/14, including identifying the objective, substantive provisions including core obligations, control
measures, and voluntary approaches, implementation measures, and means of implementation.

The template below is meant to assist Members and Observers to prepare their written submission as a
guide. A number of documents prepared for INC-1 are of relevance, notably UNEP/PP/INC.1/5 on
‘Potential elements, based on provisions in paragraphs 3 and 4 of United Nations Environment Assembly
resolution 5/14, including key concepts, procedures and mechanisms of legally binding multilateral
agreements that may be relevant to furthering implementation and compliance under the future
international legally binding instrument on plastic pollution, including in the marine environment’.

The template is divided into three sections:

I Substantive elements
Il. Implementation elements
Il Additional input

All written submissions must be sent to unep-incplastic.secretariat@un.org. The statements received
will be compiled and made available the INC webpage.

Please note that it is not required for all fields to be answered in the template for submission.

Deadline for submissions:

e 6 January 2023 for written submissions from observers.
e 10 February 2023 for written submissions from Members of the Committee.
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TEMPLATE FOR SUBMISSIONS

Name of country State of Kuwait
(for Members of the committee)
Name of organization Kuwait Environmental Public Authority — KEPA
(for observers to the committee)
Contact person and contact DR. MESHAAL ALEbrahim - Director OF Chemical Safety
information for the submission Department
m.alebrahim@epa.org.kw
Date 9 Feb.2023
I Substantive elements

1. Objective(s)

a) What objective(s) could be set out in the instrument?

Proposed Objective:
- To have an instrument that addresses the full life cycle of plastics, protecting human health

and the environment with special attention paid to the unique circumstances of those
countries most in need.

Explanatory Text:
- Plastic products must be reusable, recyclable or compostable.

- Develop balanced legal framework that incentives recycling and responsible use of plastic
that ensures overall sustainability.

2. Core obligations, control measures and voluntary approaches

a) What core obligations, control measures and voluntary approaches would provide a comprehensive
approach to addressing plastic pollution, including in the marine environment, throughout the full
life cycle in line with the future objective(s) of the instrument?

- The assessment calls for a robust approach to manage post consumed plastic and encourages a
transformation across the whole plastic value chain. Further investments need to be made in
far more robust and effective monitoring systems to identify the sources, scale and fate of
plastic and the development of a risk framework, which is currently missing on a global level.
Ultimately, a shift to circular approaches is necessary, including sustainable consumption and
production practices, alternatives by businesses and increased consumer awareness to enable
more responsible choices.
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Il. Implementation elements
1. Implementation measures

a) How to ensure implementation of the instrument at the national level (eg. role national action
plans contribute to meeting the objectives and obligations of the instrument?)

b) How to ensure effectiveness of the instrument and have efficient national reporting?

c) Please provide any other relevant proposals or priorities here on implementation measures (for
example for scientific and technical cooperation and coordination as well as compliance).

- A treaty may require that specific or general actions to be taken at the national level in order
to facilitate implementation be set out in a national action plan or similar document.

- Parties may cooperate with each other and with relevant intergovernmental organizations and
other entities, as appropriate, to achieve the objectives of the article.

- That the intergovernmental negotiating committee is to consider the possibility of a
mechanism to provide policy-relevant scientific and socioeconomic information and
assessment related to plastic pollution.

2. Means of Implementation

With respect to means of implementation, document UNEP/PP/INC.1/5 covers the following elements:
capacity-building, technical assistance, technology transfer on mutually agreed terms and financial
assistance.

a) What measures will be required to support the implementation of the instrument?

- The process of developing and strengthening technical skills, institutional capacity and
personnel to implement the instrument.

- Encouraging technology transfer between parties to ensure that all parties benefit from new
or relevant technologies that will better equip them to meet the objective or objectives of the
instrument.
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lll.  Additional input

Please provide any other relevant proposals or priorities here (for example introductory elements;
awareness-raising, education and exchange of information; research; stakeholder engagement;
institutional arrangements and final provisions).

- To facilitate the objective or objectives of the instrument, provisions may be included
requiring parties to raise awareness and promote education on the topic of the instrument in
order to ensure continued public awareness and understanding of the objective or objectives.




