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Meeting Report

UNE/GEF POPs GMP2 Africa Regional Virtual Meeting
Analytical Results of POPs in Human Milk and National Samples and Preparation of Project Final Reports

23 November 2021, 07:00-09:30 UTC

Background

UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch is implementing the second round of GEF-funded POPs global
monitoring plan projects (UNEP/GEF POPs GMP 1l) in 42 countries in Africa, Asia, Pacific Islands and Latin
America and Caribbean regions from 2016 to present. The activities comprise capacity building for
sampling and analysis of POPs in core matrices and other matrices of national interests in project
countries, generation of comparable data on the presence of POPs, and securing of conditions for the
sustainable monitoring of POPs.

To date, most of the results of POPs in core matrices and national samples have been generated and
shared with project countries; however, the results have not been exchanged between countries and
compared on a regional basis. A virtual meeting was convened by UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch to
discuss with national coordinators, national technical staff and expert laboratories on the analytical
results of POPs in Human Milk and National Samples (see Annex A Concept Note).

Meeting objectives

e Explain the analytical results on the levels of POPs in human milk and national samples shared with
project countries.

e Provide clarifications on data, if any.

e Discuss on preparation of project final reports

The meeting started at 07:00 UTC and finished at around 9:30 UTC, representatives from all project
country and experts laboratories participated in this meeting (see Annex B list of participants).

1. Opening of the meeting

1. Mr. Gamini Manuweera, Programme Management Officer, UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch, opened
the meeting. He welcomed all participants, introduced the background, objectives and the panelists of
the meeting (see Annex C Presentation 01 Meeting Objectives).
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2.

The meeting agenda was then introduced by Mr. Manuweera and adopted by the participants (see Annex
D Meeting Agenda).

2. Analytical results of POPs in human milk generated by expert labs

3.

Mr. Reiner Malisch, State Institute for Chemical and Veterinary Analysis of Food (Chemisches und
Veterindruntersuchungsamt, CVUA) introduced the analytical results of dioxin-like POPs, PCNs, PCB, OCPs,
BFRs and Chlorinated paraffins (SCCP and MCCP). He introduced the general trends of the different levels
of POPs for the whole Africa region and made the comparison of country data within the region (see
Annex C Presentation 02).

Ms. Heidelore Fiedler, MTM Orebro University, introduced the results of PFAS in human milk samples
from Africa, including country and region-specific levels of these POPs, as well as a comparison between
GMP1 and GMP2 (see Annex C Presentation 03).

Following the presentations, participants and experts had an active discussion on technical issues,
possible reasons of detected levels of POPs in the different countries, and advices on follow-up studies
and actions.

3. Analytical results of national samples generated by expert lab

6.

8.

Mr. Jacob de Boer, E&H Vrije University, presented the results of the study on POPs in national samples,
and gave an overview of the mirror study for national labs. He presented the general and country specific
results and mentioned that even for commonly sampled materials such as sediment and fish, it is
important to take into consideration country specificities when interpreting the results (see Annex C
Presentation 04).

Ms. Heidelore Fiedler introduced the results of PFAS in the national samples for Africa and compared the
results at regional and global level (see Annex C Presentation 05).

The presentations were followed by a discussion session.

4. Preparation of project final reports

9.

10.

Ms. Heidelore Fiedler introduced the structure of the project regional report for the Africa Region. She
presented the outline of the report and explained that a draft version will be circulated with project
countries soon for comments. She mentioned explicitly to all the participants that inputs are needed from
countries in order to complete the report. The final date for completion of the regional report is 31 March
2022.

In the discussion session, Mr. Victor Estellano from UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch reminded the
participants that the deadline for submission of project national report is 31 December 2021.

5. Any other business

11.
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Mr. Victor Estellano, UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch, gave a brief update on next steps and coming
events. He emphasized the deadline for the project national reports and the substantial and expenditure
reports. He suggested project countries to submit the draft project national reports well in advance of the
deadline for comments. Finally, he explained that the project will finish next year.



6. Key messages

12. Participants and experts shared opinions on the results of POPs in human milk and national samples from
country, regional and global perspectives.

13. The outline and structure of the project regional reports were presented.

14. The deadline for the national reports, and the submission of substantive and financial reports were
emphasized. Plans of next steps had been shared with participants.

7. Closure

15. Mr. Gamini Manuweera thanked all participants and closed the meeting at 09:30 UTC.

8. Annexes
A. List of Participants
B. Presentation 01-05
C. Agenda
D. Concept note
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Annex A Concept Note

UNEP/GEF project “Continuing Regional Support for the POPs Global Monitoring Plan under the Stockholm Convention” in the
Africa Region

UNEP/GEF POPs GMP2 Regional Virtual Meeting

Analytical Results of POPs in Human Milk and National Samples and Preparation
of Project Final Reports

Objective:
e Present and explain the analytical results of POPs in human milk and national samples
e Provide clarifications on the results as needed
e Discuss about the preparation of project final reports

Venue: Virtual meeting (2.5 hours)

Time:
e Africa: Tuesday, 23 November, 07:00-09:30 UTC

Hosting institution: UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch
Presenters/panel members:
e Dr. Heidelore Fiedler, MTM Orebro University
e Dr. Rainer Malisch, CVUA Freiburg
e Dr. Jacob de Boer, E&H Vrije University

Participants: National coordinators and project implementation teams

Background

In support of Article 16 of the Stockholm Convention, UNEP Chemicals and Health Branch, with financial
support from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), has implemented two rounds of POPs global
monitoring plan projects (UNEP/GEF POPs GMP) in 42 countries in Africa, Asia, Pacific Islands and Latin
America and Caribbean regions. The activities comprise capacity building for sampling and analysis of POPs
in core matrices and matrices of national interest in project countries, generation of comparable data on
the presence of POPs, and securing of conditions for the sustainable monitoring of POPs.

For data generation on the presence of POPs, the expert laboratories supported analyzing the samples
collected by project countries. Results have been generated including 23 POPs listed in the Stockholm
Convention as of the Sixth Conference of Parties as well as newly listed and voluntary POPs where
applicable. Where capacity existed, the national laboratories in project countries conducted mirror analysis
of the same samples. These results shall be reflected in the final national and regional reports of the project.

To facilitate better understanding and usage of the results, four virtual regional meetings were organized
in the week of 5-9 October 2020 to explain and present the results of POPs in air and water, and to share
the progress of other activities of the project including the preparation of national reports and activities to
secure sustainable monitoring of POPs. During the regional meetings, participants also expressed interest
in having virtual meetings to discuss the results of POPs in human milk and samples of national interest.
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To date, participating countries have received all the human milk results and most of the results for national
samples from the expert laboratories individually; this provides an opportunity to exchange between
countries and compare the results on a regional basis. The regional virtual meetings aim to look at the
results from a regional perspective, compare with data generated by national labs and clarify any open
questions as to data generation or interpretation. Besides, with data generated to be included in the project
regional reports, the meetings will also discuss about the final project reports and the next steps towards a
successful closure of the project.

Working language:
e English

Provisional Agenda:

e Opening remark 10 min

e Analytical results of POPs in human milk 30 min

e Discussion: Clarifications on the results and technical issues related to human milk samples 10 min
e Analytical results of POPs in national samples 40 min

e Discussion: Clarifications on the results and technical issues related to national samples 20 min

e Project final reports 30 min

e Any other business 5 min

e Closure 5min
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Annex B List of Participants

Country/Institute Name Email
Egypt Dr. Elham Refaat emorefaat@yahoo.com
Egypt Mr. Abdallah Sany abdo_sany@hotmail.com
Egypt Dr. Sherif El Safty sherifeelsafty@ gmail.com
Tunisia Ms. Chedia Ben Jemaa unite-cho@citet.nat.tn
Ethiopia Mr. Habtamuwodajo Wolde habtamuwodajosn@yahoo.com;
Ethiopia Mr Girma Gemechu girma.nahall@gmail.com
Mali Mr. Mohamed EL Bechir Simpara elbechirsimpara_2011@yahoo.fr
Mali Boubacar Madio dit Aladiogo MAIGA aladiogo2@gmail.com; aladiogol@gmail.com
Uganda Mr. Oscar Kibirango stuartoscarl@gmail.com
Uganda Mr. Kizito Stanley kizitostanley@gmail.com
Uganda Jane Beebwa beebwajane@yahoo.com
Togo Dr. Daniel Koffi KOBA danielkkoba@yahoo.fr
Togo Dr. Amen Yawo NENONENE amen.nenonene@gmail.com
Togo Mrs. HANVI Dédé hanvinatacha@yahoo.fr
DR Congo Professeur Jean KAYEMBE jeansungula@gmail.com
Ghana Dr. Sam Adu-Kumi adukumisam@yahoo.com
Ghana Dr. Crentsil Kofi Bempah crentbempah@hotmail.com
Ghana hettymens2004@yahoo.com;
Dr. Harriet Kuranchi-Mensah hettymens.k@gmail.com
Ghana jjasums1l@yahoo.com;
Mr. Jeremiah Asumbere jeremiah.asumbere@epa.gov.gh
Ghana Mr. Michael Akwei mik-wei@hotmail.com
Ghana Dr. Paul Osei-Fosu posei_fosu@yahoo.co.uk
Kenya Mr. Charles Mirikau cmirikau@uonbi.ac.ke
Kenya Dr. Vincent Madadi vmadadi@uonbi.ac.ke
Kenya Mr. Enock Osoro osoroenock@yahoo.com
Nigeria abdul-ganiyu Yunuss agyunuss@yahoo.co.uk
Nigeria Fausat fausataminu@yahoo.com
Nigeria Dangana danganarayam@gmail.com
Nigeria Dangla danglaelbitrus@gmail.com
Mauritius Sheba Rojubally Cadinouche
Morocco Mr. Elbouch Mohammed elbouch21@yahoo.fr
Morocco Mr. Otmani Anas otmani.anas@gmail.com
Morocco Mr. kabriti mohamed mkabriti@gmail.com
Tanzania Ms. Asia Akule akuleasia@gmail.com; asia.akule@vpo.go.tz
Senegal Ms. Aita SECK aitasec@yahoo.fr
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Mauritius Ms. Sheba Jahan Ara Rojubally-Cadinouche | srojubally@govmu.org
Zambia Mr. Chris Kanema

Zambia Mr. David Kapindula

CSIC Mr. Esteban Abad eaheco@idaea.csic.es

MTM Ms. Heidelore Fiedler heidelore.fiedler@oru.se

VU Mr. Jacob de Boer jacob.de.boer@vu.nl

CVUA Mr. Rainer Malisch Rainer.Malisch@cvuafr.bwl.de
UNEP Mr. Gamini Manuweera gamini.manuweera@un.org
UNEP Ms. Haosong Jiao haosong.jiao@un.org

UNEP Mr. Victor Estellano victor.estellano@un.org
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Annex D Meeting Agenda

Provisional Agenda

UNEP/GEF POPs GMP2 Regional Virtual Meeting

Analytical Results of POPs in Human Milk and National Samples and Preparation of Project
Final Reports

Tuesday, 23 November, 07:00-09:30 UTC

UTC 07:00 - 07:10
Accra: 07:00-07:10
Tunis: 08:00 — 08:10
Cairo: 09:00 - 09:10 Opening remark
Nairobi: 10:00 — 10:10
Port Louis: 11:00 - 11:10
Geneva: 08:00 - 08:10

Gamini Manuweera, UNEP
Chemicals and Health Branch

Rainer Malisch, CVUA Freiburg
Heidelore Fiedler, MTM Orebro

UTC 07:10-07:40 Results of POPs in human milk

Discussion: Clarifications related to milk samples, other

UTC 07:40 - 07:50 technical issues and national lab results

All participants

Jacob de Boer, VU Amsterdam

UTC 07:50-08:30 Results of POPs in national samples . )
Heidelore Fiedler, MTM Orebro

Discussion: Clarifications related to national samples, -
UTC 08:30 — 08:50 an . P All participants
other technical issues and national lab results

UTC 08:50 - 09:20 Project final reports Heidelore Fiedler, MTM Orebro
UTC 09:20 - 09:25 AOB All participants
UTC 09:25 - 09:30 Closure Gamini Manuweera, UNEP

Chemicals and Health Branch
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