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Introduction
1. The present report covers the progress achieved in the implementation of the
various activities carried out by the Coordinating Unit, its Regional Activity Centres (RACs)

and MED POL since the last meeting of the Contracting Parties held in Catania on 11-14
November 2003.

|. COORDINATION
LA. Legal Framework

a) Status of Ratification of the Convention and Protocols

2. As at 04 February 2004, a total of 15 Contracting Parties had accepted the
amendments to the revised Convention, 14 had accepted the amendments to the revised
Dumping Protocol and 13 to the revised Land-based Sources (LBS) Protocol. In addition, 14
Contracting Parties had ratified the new Specially Protected Areas (SPA) and Biodiversity
Protocol, 4 the new Offshore Protocol, 4 the new Hazardous Wastes Protocol and 5 the new
Prevention and Emergency Protocol.

3. Of these new and revised instruments, as at 4 February 2004 only the new SPA
and Biodiversity Protocol had entered into force. It should be recalled that six ratifications are
required for the entry into force of a new Protocol and that 17 Contracting Parties have to
accept the amendments to a revised instrument for it to enter into force. A detailed table of
the status of signatures and ratifications is attached as Annex | to this report.

4. Itis to be noted that Slovenia has informed the Secretariat about its ratification of
the new Prevention and Emergency Protocol and the delivery of the instrument to the
Depositary country on 16 February 2004, thus bringing the number of deposited instruments
to six. The Secretariat is now awaiting the official notification from the Depositary country.
According to Article 25 of the New Prevention and Emergency Protocol, the latter enters into
force on the thirtieth day following the deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification,

acceptance or approval of the Protocol.

5. Every effort will be made by the Secretariat to ensure the entry into force of the
relevant instruments before the next Meeting of the Contracting Parties.

6. Following a decision at the last Contracting Parties meeting, requesting the
Depositary country (Spain), and the Bureau, to take an active role in encouraging the Parties
to speed up the ratification process, the Secretariat will be sending out a joint letter by the
President of the Bureau, the Depositary country, and MAP Coordinator to those Contracting
Parties that have not yet signed, accepted or ratified any of the revised or new legal
instruments under the Barcelona Convention encouraging them to do so. Moreover the MAP
Coordinator is planning to visit Spain to discuss with the Depositary country what further
concrete actions should be taken in this regard.

7. One option being considered is a visit by the Coordinator and a representative of
the Depositary country to those Contracting Parties who are in the process of ratifying the
MAP legal instruments, to encourage them, and if need be, assist them, to complete the
process.

8. At the same time, the Secretariat is requesting the countries that have not ratified
the revised and new legal instruments to submit information on their ratification process,
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offering also any assistance that may be required. According to the information available to
the Secretariat, Serbia & Montenegro and Algeria are in an advanced phase of the
ratification process. Syria, after the acceptance of the amendments to the Barcelona
Convention and the ratification of the new SPA and Biodiversity protocol, is proceeding with
the acceptance of the amendments to the LBS protocol.

b) Implementation of Article 26 of the Barcelona Convention on Reporting

9. At their 13" Ordinary neeting in Catania in November 2003, the Contracting
Parties decided to commence the implementation of Article 26 of the Barcelona Convention
beginning from the 2002-2003 biennium on the basis of the updated reporting format.

10. To this end, the Secretariat has to:

a) provide assistance to the Contracting Parties to strengthen their reporting
capacities and systems to enable them to submit their national reports on the
implementation of the Barcelona Convention by January /February 2005;

b) prepare aregional re port on the implementation of the Barcelona Convention
in the biennium 2002-2003 for submission to the Meeting of MAP National
Focal Points and the Contracting Parties in 2005;

c) prepare reporting formats and guidelines for the non-legal component of MAP
with a view to submitting a draft for consideration by the Contracting Parties at
their 2005 Ordinary Meeting;

d) continue working towards the harmonization of the reporting procedures with
other multilateral environmental agreements and the respective European
Union directives with a view to having updated formats for consideration by
the Contracting Parties at their 2005 Ordinary Meeting.

11. During the period covered by the present report, the following countries have
been provided with financial and technical assistance to prepare the national report: Albania,
Algeria, Egypt, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Morocco, Syria, Serbia and Montenegro.
Provisions are being made for assistance to Croatia, Greece, Israel, Lebanon, Libya,
Slovenia, Tunisia and Turkey. The approach of the Secretariat is not only to assist parties in
preparing their first national report but to also ensure sustainability in strengthening their
national reporting systems for them to benefit from this experience by establishing a data
collection, pocessing and updating system, and to enable them to meet the reporting
obligations effectively and on a long term basis.

12. From the exercise at the national level, inputs are expected in terms of
harmonization of the reporting format under the Barcelona Convention with the other
reporting formats at the regional and global levels as well as the improvement and
simplification of the reporting with a preference for indicators instead of narrative text, and
compatibility with the respective national reporting systems.

13. To this end, a meeting was convened in Tunisia on 10-11 May with the
participation of 32 national experts from 17 Contracting Parties. The meeting was intended
for MAP national focal points or national focal points on reporting and national experts from
developing countries to assess the work done, identify national needs and review and
discuss the legal or administrative as well as technical aspects of the reporting process.

14. The Meeting reviewed issues related to the national reporting process, work plans
for their formulation as well as possible problems and bottlenecks aimed at facilitating the
process and meeting the target of preparing national reports by the end of January 2005. As
a follow-up to the Tunis meeting, the Secretariat has transmitted to all Ministers a letter
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seeking support for the process for the preparation of the national report due to its particular
need to involve stakeholders from different sectors on the national and local level.

15. Updating the MAP web page with more detailed information on reporting and
presenting the MAP reporting system on the web site, including the reports “Lessons learnt
from the reporting exercise from the last biennium”, together with the national report of Spain,
and the reporting formats, would help in making the MAP system more visible and increase
its accessibility to all those who are interested both the general public and organisations
alike.

Recommendation:

The Bureau may wish to suggestto the Secretariat to follow up carefully the process
of thereporting with aview to ensuring full ownership by the Contracting Parties in
that process and its sustainability.

C) Implementation and Compliance under the Barcelona Convention

16. In Catania, the Contracting Parties decided to establish an Working Group of
Legal and Technical Experts (hereinafterreferred to as the Working Group), responsible for
the elaboration of a platform ‘Promoting the implementation of, and compliance with the
Barcelona Convention” for consideration at their fourteenth me eting in 2005.

17. The main output of the Working Group will be a document outlining possible
options and recommendations dealing with establishing a mechanism to promote the
implementation of, and compliance with the Barcelona Convention,

18. The document should endeavour to elaborate a transparent, cost effective,
simple, flexible and a country driven mechanism. It should be oriented towards helping
parties to implement the provisions of the Barcelona Convention and in particular to
facilitating the process ofimplementation of the Convention and Protocols by the developing
countries.

Composition of the Working Group

19. In accordance with the above decision, and in order to ensure diversity of
experience, representation from both developing and developed countries and from different
geographic sub-regions, the composition of the Working Group should consist of six
government designated experts, nominated on the basis of their legal or technical expertise
and skills; and one member representing the NGOs/ MAP partners. The Working Group will
be assisted in its work by the Secretariat and by two international technical and legal experts.

20. Five out of six countries volunteered and were decided upon in Catania, to
participate in the Working Group, namely Croatia, Greece, Israel, Spain and the Syrian Arab
Republic.

21. Greece, Israel, Spain and the Syrian Arab Republic have already nominated their
experts to participate in the Working Group. The process of nomination is ongoing for the
remaining experts representing two other Contracting Parties, and one for the representative
of the NGOs/MAP partners. The latter have requested the Secretariat to prepare ToRs for
membership to the Working Group. The Secretariat has transmitted the requested ToRs and
is waiting for feedback. France has recently officially submitted its candidacy to the Working
Group.
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22. With a view to balancing the geographical composition of the Working Group,
representation of MAGHREB countries on the Working Group could be taken into
consideration and probably encouraged.

23. The Secretariatis preparing ToRs for the independent legal and technical experts
with a view to facilitating the process. It is also elaborating an introductory paper on the
possible elements for such a platform.

Working sessions

24. In conformity with the decision of the Contracting Parties, the progress achieved
by the Working Group, should be regularly shared with all the Contracting Parties. Further
more the meetings of the Working Group will be open to other Contracting Parties or MAP
partners wishing to participate provided that their participation will be self-financed.

25. With a view to ensuring the sharing of information with the Bureau and helping the
Working Group members in their deliberations, it might be useful to organize the Working
Group sessions back to back with the meeting of the Bureau. Thus, the Bureau would have
the opportunity to be informed, on the progress achieved and for the Secretariat to take any
necessary follow up action.

Recommendations:
The Bureau might suggest to the Secretariat to:

= organize,if appropriate,the meeting of the Working Group back to back with
the meetings of the Bureau;

= ensurethe full sharing of information with all the Contracting Parties on the
progress achieved throughout the process;

= develop aplatform, keeping in mind that the principal objectiveisto have a
transparent, cost effective, simple, flexible and acountry driven mechanism, to
be oriented towards helping the parties to implement the provisions of the
Barcelona Convention.

d) Other Issues

Legal Instrument on ICAM

26. The Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention have, at the 13" Meeting in
Catania (November 2003), adopted a recommendation to “...prepare a draft text of the
Regional Protocol on Integrated Coastal Area Management, on the basis of a broad process
of consultation among experts and all other interested parties in view of its consideration by
the Contracting Parties.”

27. To this end, the Regional Forum of ICAM to be held on 28-30 May 2004 in
Cagliari, Italy, represents the first step in the consultation process. The objectives of the
Forum are:

to present the Feasibility Study for the Protocol on ICAM in the Mediterranean;

to open a wide debate among authorities and stakeholders in the region on the need

for a new legal instrument for Integrated Coastal Area Management in the

Mediterranean;

to receive inputs for the drafting of the Protocol,

to agree on the consultation process for the drafting of the Protocol.
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28. The following stakeholder groups were invited: Ministries for the Environment,
Physical Planning; Tourism, Infrastructure, Public Works and/or Development; coastal local
and regional authorities; international organisations; other Regional Seas; scientific
community; NGOs; professional associations (Chambers of Commerce, tourism operators
and/or industry; associations of architects and planners; juridical associations; other);
financial institutions (IBRD, EBRD, EIB, Asian Development Bank, African Development
Bank, Arab Development Bank); other experts.

29. It is expected that during the initial stage, lessons will be learned from the
preparatory processes for three previous Protocols: Protocol for the Protection of the
Mediterranean Sea against Pollution from Land Based Sources and Activities(LBS Protocal),
Protocol concerning the Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the
Mediterranean (SPA and Biodiversity Protocol), and Protocol concerning Cooperation in
Preventing Pollution from Ships and, in Cases of Emergency, Combating Pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea (Prevention and Emergency Protocol) thus avoiding overlaps and
clashes between the three instruments and the fourth. The added value and complementary
nature of the new protocol should be highlighted.

30. It would also be useful to induce a process for the preparation of an operational
document for the implementation of the protocol to run in parallel with the preparatory
process for the protocol itself; in this way the main provisions and their impact on coming into
force could be explained, actors and partners prepared, and their support be more readily
secured.

Minor discrepancies of the legal text of the Barcelona Convention in Arabic version

31. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Algeria has submitted a Note Verbale to the
Depositary country, which in turn referred it to UNEP Headquarters in Nairobi with their own
comments. UNEP Headquarters then referred this Note Verbale to the attention of the
Secretariat for necessary action. The Note Verbale dealt with some discrepancies between
the Arabic and French texts of the amendments to the Barcelona Convention as referred to
in the Final Act of the Conference of Plenipotentiary, held in 9-10 June in Barcelona in 1995.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Algeria is asking for the opinion of the competent legal
services of the Depositary country, with regard to their observation, with a view to ensuring
the uniformity of all the versions of this Convention, which will in turn help speed up the
process of ratification by Algeria.

32. The appropriate services of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Spain, in their Note
Verbale sent to UNEP Headquarters on 3 March 2004, have informed the Secretariat that
they have established that there are some discrepancies between the two texts. In their
capacity as Depositary country, they propose to bring this issue to the attention of all State
Parties to the Convention. They propose that at the next ordinary meeting, or if deemed
necessary, at an extraordinary meeting to be convened specifically to deal with this issue,
these discrepancies could be corrected through aProces Verbal to be adopted by the State
parties, pursuant to the provisions of the Convention. Alternatively, these discrepancies
could be rectified through a Proces Verbal which will be circulated among the State Parties
through diplomatic channels. The Bureau members will be briefed on these discrepancies so
as to decide on the next steps.
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Recommendation:

TheBureauisinvited to address theissue of correcting the discrepancies between the
Arabic and French texts of theamendments to the Barcelona Convention, as it might
deem useful and appropriate so that any obstacles that might delay the entry into
force of the Barcelona Convention will be overcome.

Support to countries on legal matters

33. The 13" Meeting of the Contracting Parties recommended to the Secretariat to
assist the Contracting Parties in their efforts to adhere to the MAP legal instruments and to
develop their national legislation by incorporating the main requirements of the Barce lona
Convention and its related Protocols.

34. During the period covered by the report, assistance is being provided to Albania.

35. Some countries are experiencing difficulties in understanding the implications that
international agreements may have on their national legislation and would probably need
assistance in identifying relevant gaps, as well as to develop, enact and enforce appropriate
laws and regulations in order to achieve the compliance with the Barcelona Convention.

36. Without prejudice to any request for legal assistance which may be received from
Contracting Parties in this regard, it is the intention of the Secretariat to plan and provide
legal assistance in the future on the basis of the findings and recommendations resulting
from the process for the preparation of the national reports “On the implementation of the
Barcelona Convention and its related protocols” and their assessment.

Membership to the Bureau of the Contracting Parties

37. In Catania, the Contracting Parties requested the Bureau to consider and clarify
the issue of representation and membership of the Bureau of the Contracting parties to the
Barcelona Convention.

Recommendation:

The Bureau is asked to discuss this issue and provide the Secretariat with any
guidance that might be deemed appropriate.

Publication of the legal text in English and French

38. In Catania, the issue of the informal nature of the legal texts of the MAP system,
was addressed. Experience has shown that national courts of law have recognised the
validity of MAP legal instruments even before they had officially entered into force. Therefore

there is no point in publishing these instruments in 2004 with the label Informal.

39. In this regard it is suggested that in the future publication of these documents, the
word Informal should be deleted. After all, the legal texts are already in the public domain.
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I.B Institutional framework
a) Evaluation of MAP
40. At its 13" Meeting in Catania, in November 2003, the Contracting Parties

requested the Secretariat to launch an external overall evaluation of MAP with a view to
presenting it to the Meeting of the Contracting Parties in 2005. The Secretariat is of the
opinion that the formulation of the MAP Phase Il will be based primarily on the main findings
and recommendations of this evaluation.

41. In general terms, the evaluation exercise will be expected to provide the basis for
a reform in order to:

a) improve the effectiveness of MAP as Secretariat for the Barcelona Convention
and its Protocols in promoting and supervising their implementation;

b) promote more effectively integration of environment considerations in policy
development at the regional and national levels;

c) improve regional and international visibility of MAP through a more effective
integration of its components within the framework of sustainable development
based on the recommendations contained in the Plan of Implementation;

d) formulate and implement a more pro-active cooperation strategy with relevant
regional and international institutions, IGOs and NGOs through a more
objective communication and partnership strategy.

42. Itis the view of the Secretariat that the evaluation exercise should be carried out:
- as an integral part of the ongoing evaluations of MAP components;

at three levels of analysis: namely, past performance, planned objectives and
the international and regional context; including legal and political
developments in the Mediterranean Region;
to ensure an effective integration between the components of MAP under the
direction of the Secretariat;
with aview to integrate fully the ecosystem approach in the framework of MAP
Phase Il and its overall components;
by taking an open and participative approach through

a) adesk review and in depth analysis of relevant documents;

b) meetings and interviews with MAP National Focal Points and MAP

Partners
¢) the sharing of information with all the Contracting Parties.

43. The following time frame is proposed:

June —July 2004
Formulation of TORSs for the evaluation and recruitment of evaluators;

October 2004
Launching the evaluation process at a meeting of the government
designated experts;

March 2005/April 2005
Discussing a pre-term evaluation document at a meeting of the
government designated experts;

September 2005
Submitting a consolidated draft evaluation document to the meeting of the
national Focal Points;

November 2005
Submitting the final draft of the evaluation document to the Contracting
Parties meeting for their consideration and adoption, if appropriate.
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b) Evaluation of MAP components
44. Another major activity for MAP during this biennium is the external evaluation of

its Components. In this context and in conformity with the decisions of the Contracting
Parties, the Secretariat has:
invited and assisted ERS/RAC, CP/RAC and MEDPOL in preparing for and launching
their evaluations with, in each case an additional objective, respectively:
» to transform ESR/RAC into an Information and Communication Technology
Center,
» todevelop CP/RAC into a Clean Technology and Sustainable Development
Center,
» and to contribute to the preparation of MEDPOL Phase |V,
defined further steps and taken measures to prepare a feasibility study and relevant
proposals for the new programme on Cultural Heritage and Sustainable
Development. To this aim a consultant has been engaged. The main outputs of his
work are expected to be delivered in December 2004. The feasibility study, along with
its recommendations and priority actions, will be reviewed by government designated
experts at a meeting to be held in Marseille, early next year.

45, As a follow up to the evaluation of SPA/RAC, in particular in relation to
management and institutional issues, there have been exchanges and discussions with the
Center’s staff directly concerned and with the national authorities. The nomination of the new
Director a few weeks before the Contracting Parties meeting and the departure of the
Scientific Director in early March 2004 have created problems that required continuous
attention from the Secretariat. In this context, the Secretariat has provided regular supportto
the Director of the Centre, including assistance for the appointment of a new Scientific
Director.The Secretariat will continue to give attention and support to the Centre in improving
and sustaining its operations. However, a follow up to the evaluation and recommendations
made, in particular with regard to the status of the Centre, should be carried out.

Recommendations:

The Bureau is invited to:

Provide the Secretariat with any guidance it might deem it useful in
launching and convening the extemal evaluation of MAP;

Authorizethe withdrawal from the Mediterranean Trust Fund (MTF) 60.000
Euro for the financing of the external evaluation exercise of MAP.
.C. Cooperation and Partners

a) Cooperation with the European Commission

46. In conformity of the Contracting Parties’ decision, the Secretariat has consulted
with officials from EC/DG ENV and European Environment Agency (EEA) in order to resume
discussions for the strengthening of cooperation between them and for the preparation of a
joint programme of work. In this regard, a mission to EC and EEA was planned for February
2004 and all MAP components were requested to submit suggestions on past, present and
expected further activities with the EC. This mission was then postponed, pending the
appointment of the new Coordinator which at the time was expected to take place in
February. A working session between the MAP Coordinator and the European Commission
will be held early June to discuss the cooperation policy framework.
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47. Meanwhile, the Secretariat had the opportunity to discuss with the Director of
International Affairs, EC/DG ENV, the importance of the elaboration of a joint programme of
work. On her part, the Director expressed her readiness to identify the appropriate ways and
means to implement the decision of the Contracting Parties during the next meeting of the
Bureau. Moreover, MED POL has started working with EEA for the preparation of an
updated “State of the Marine Environment Report in the Mediterranean” with a view to have it
finalised by the next Meeting of the Contracting Parties in Slovenia in 2005.

48. As requested by the Contracting Parties, the Secretariat closely followed, and
contributed to, the process for the preparation of the European Marine Strategy being
conducted by the European Commission. All technical meetings were attended by MED
POL representatives, who participated actively in the discussions on technical and policy
documents proposed by the European Union to reflect Mediterranean needs and objectives.

49, A comparative analysis was made by MED POL of the measures contained in the
Strategic Action Programme (SAP) and in the EU legislation and policy concerning the
reduction of land-based pollution. Ittook into account the targets and objectives of the SAP
and the existing EU Directives, including the Water Framework Directive and the EC Marine
Strategy being finalized. The comparative analysis, that was informally reviewed by
EC/DG/ENV, will be published soon aiming at facilitating the implementation of the SAP by
the European/Mediterranean countries.

b) Cooperation with other UN Agencies and other programmes

Accreditation to UN-ECOSOC and CSD

50. Following the decision of the Contracting Parties in Catania requesting the
Secretariat “to undertake the necessary steps to request the accreditation of the Barcelona
Convention with UN-ECOSOC, so as to improve the visibility of MAP and be able to
participate directly in UNCSD as an observer, with a view to increasing its involvement in the
implementation of UNCSD decisions at the regional level”, action is being taken to address
this issue. The Secretariat will report about this matter at the next meeting of the Bureau.

Cooperation with GEF

51. In view of the successful implementation of the Mediterranean GEF Project, the
GEF Secretariat is now considering formulating a new project together with MAP. The new
project, still being discussed in its content and objectives, would support the implementation
of the SAP as well as the newly adopted SAP BIO in an integrated manner. At this stage of
formulation, the project would consist of two major components, (a) capacity building and (b)
the establishment of an Investment Fund. While the first would be mostly devoted to the
implementation of capacity building programmes — both regional and national — to facilitate
the implementation of the SAP and the SAP BIO, the Fund would be presented to the
countries of the region in the form of facilitated loans to achieve investments again related to
the implementation of the targets and objectives of the SAP and the SAP BIO. An
interagency meeting to discuss the content of the project is scheduled for next June while a
large stocktaking meeting is planned for next September.

Cooperation with UNECE

52. In cooperation with the Secretariat of he Espoo Convention on EIA in a
transboundary context, a joint seminar on reporting issues was held in Tunis on 10-11 May
2004. It focused on the advantages of a closer interactive cooperation between both
conventions for the Mediterranean region, through the implementation of Article 4 of the
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Barcelona Convention, and the synergy especially in the eventuality that the South
Mediterranean countries patrticipate in the activities of or adhere to the Espoo Convention.

53. The Sixth Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” will be held in Serbia
Montenegro, in 2006, and thus in the Mediterranean region. The agenda of this important
meeting will be decided in September 2005 by the UNECE/ Committee on Environmental
Policy. Many organizations and programs are interested in being on the agenda.
UNEP/MAP should take the initiative as of now, especially with the host country which is also
a Contracting Party, to feature on the agenda of the Ministerial Conference.

54. The Barcelona Convention and MAP were not given sufficient exposure in the
third assessment report of the European Environment Agency (EEA) published in the context
of the Kiev Conference nor in other related documents. Closer contacts are needed with the
EEA, UNECE/Working group on monitoring and the Committee on Environmental Policy, in
which several Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention are members.

55. Contacts are ongoing with the Secretariats of the Arhus Convention and UNECE
Helsinki and Industrial Accident Conventions in order to achieve synergy with their activities
on establishing compliance mechanisms, mobilizing civil society and liability and
compensation issues.

Recommendation:
The Bureau might deem it useful to urge the Contracting Parties, members to UNECE
to ensure that the Mediterranean and the Barcelona Convention are given more

recognition and visibility in their major activities and publications and especially for
the Barcelona Convention to feature on the agenda of the Ministerial Conference.

c) Synergy and cooperation with other programmes and initiatives in the region

56. Several organizations are now seeking cooperation with MAP. Satisfactory
cooperation has been established with the Regional Environmental Centre for Central and
Eastern Europe (REC), with the possibility of some joint activities being organised. Good
prospects were also opening up with the Euro-Arab Management Centre in Spain, and with
the Baltic 21 and MedWet programmes. Genuine prospects are still lacking with regard to
civil society and the NGOs. Cooperation with NGOs was limited to sporadic MAP assistance
for activities or meetings. Civil society in the Mediterranean is quite developed, and is
presently capable of rallying major resources and abilities.

57. The AZAHAR programme (Programme for cooperation concerning sustainable
development, environmental protection and conservation of natural resources in the
Mediterranean), with an annual budget of 18 million euros, was sustained exclusively by
funds from the Spanish government and regions. AZAHAR is conducting some major
projects in the countries of the Maghreb and in Palestine

58. With a view to implementing the relative Catania recommendation, two joint
activities have been carried out with REC. One was the participation at an international
seminar in Tirana, regarding the implementation of Environmental Agreements in Albania, a
project funded in the framework of the Regional Environmental Reconstruction Programme
for South East Europe (REReP); a program designed to assist EU pre-accession and
accession countries towards sustainable development, stability and reconstruction of the
environment in the region. Secretariats of several Environmental conventions were invited to
this meeting and a set of recommendations for each convention was adopted and submitted
officially to the competent authorities in Albania, including those related to the Barcelona
Convention.



UNEP/BUR/61/3
page 11

59. Under the REReP program, REC invited the MAP Secretariat to contribute by
holding a seminar in Croatia on legal issues on the new Prevention and Emergency protocol
under the Barcelona Convention. The contribution of the Secretariat has been important for
the smooth convening of such a seminar.

I.D. Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable Development

60. Considering the importance of the Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable
Development (MSSD) during the 2004-2005 biennium, the Secretariat has been engaged,
since early December 2003, in the follow up of relevant decisions by the Contracting Parties
at their 13" meeting in Catania. These concern the launching of further steps for the
preparation of the MSSD, the organization and elaboration of the necessary documents for
the meeting of the MCSD Steering Committee and the 9 "MCSD meeting, the cooperation
with the partners from the Major Groups, the promotion of MCSD and MSSD visibility and the
process for the appointment of new professional staff for the MCSD/MSSD.

a) Preparation of the MSSD

61. At their meeting in Catania, the Contracting Parties have decided to take note of
the Vision and the Framework Orientations for a MSSD, requesting however the Parties to
submit comments, if any, by 15 January 2004. By this date, comments were only received
from Egypt and Spain, concerning mainly further steps but do not affect the contents of the
reports prese nted for the Contracting Parties consideration. The EC stated that it had no
comments on the documents as presented to the Parties in November 2003. Consequently,
the President of the Bureau has sent a letter to the members of the Bureau in March 2003
informing them that we can finally consider that the Contracting Parties took note of the
contents of the Vision and the Orientations and that these will constitute the basic reference
for the elaboration of the MSSD.

62. Immediately after this notification to the Bureau members, the Secretariat agreed
with the President of the Bureau on the next steps, in particular the meeting of the MCSD
Steering Committee, the workshop on the preparation of the MSSD and the 9 "meeting of
the MCSD; these activities were previously foreseen to be held earlier but were postponed
upon UNEP Headquarters request pending appointment of the new UNEP/MAP Coordinator.
About two months later, given the continued delay in the nomination process, the Secretariat
was authorized to proceed with these activities.

b) MCSD Steering Committee

63. In order to advise the Secretariat on the preparation of the MSSD, the Steering
Committee, chaired by Croatia, has met in Split, in PAP/RAC premises on 7 April 2004;
BP/RAC and PAP/RAC were invited to atend together with an expert who had prepared a
draft methodology for the preparation of the Strategy components, based on two test cases
related to water and energy from the “Orientations” Areas for Priority Actions; this was the
main item on the agenda and the results of the discussions were considered important inputs
for the workshop for the preparation of the MSSD organized a month later in Rabat.

64. Outputs from discussions on other agenda items will be brought directly to the
attention of the 9" MCSD; moreover, considering the importance of the “Sustainable
Agriculture and Rural Development” issue, the BP/RAC was requested to prepare an
information note and a proposed brief text (attached as Annex IV to this report) that could
eventually be integrated in the “Orientations” for the MSSD after appropriate consultations
between the Contracting Parties and the MCSD Members.
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c) Ninth Meeting of the MCSD

65. Following the kind offer made by the Italian Minister for the Environment and
Territory, H.E. Mr Altero Matteoli, in Catania, to host and cost-share the 9" meeting of the
MCSD, it was agreed to organize the meeting from 17 to 19 June 2004 in Genoa, with three
major items on the agenda: (a) the preparation of the MSSD (priority objectives and goals,
responsibilities, expected outputs, organization of work, mainly as proposed by the Rabat
Workshop); (b) the MCSD’s medium term programme of work and (c) the findings and
proposals by the working group on “Financing and Cooperation for SD in the Mediterranean”.
Presentations on the progress achieved will also be made in relation to the Report on
Environment and Development, the Cultural Heritage Programme and the on-going
Sustainability Impact Assessment for the Euro -Mediterranean Free Trade Zone. Moreover, a
series of side events will also be organized.

d) Cooperation with Major Groups

66. Following the request by the Contracting Parties to improve the cooperation with
Major Groups, in particular in relation to MCSD activities, the Secretariat has provided
support for a working session between the main Mediterranean NGO Networks; during this
session which was held on 17-18 January 04 in Madrid, ways and means on how to improve
their participation in the MCSD and their contribution to the MSSD were discussed. Results
have been presented to other meetings and will again be discussed at the 9" MCSD.
Meanwhile, the NGOs have prepared a project proposal that, if implemented, would provide
valuable support to the elaboration of the MSSD and its follow up through relevant fora at
national levels that would involve concerned actors from various sectors.

67. The Secretariat has also had working sessions with representatives of
Mediterranean Chambers of Commerce to further discuss and appraise the “Coastal
Management Summer Institute” proposal that could be set up in Split region in Croatia on a
trial basis, involving concerned actors from public and private sectors. The Minister of
Environment of Croatia has already expressed its interest and support.

e) Information and communication

68. In order to provide additional visibility to MCSD and its MSSD, the Secretariat has
participated and contributed to two important meetings where progress on the MSSD
preparatory process was outlined. One was the International Partnership Forum organized
by the Italian Ministry for the Environment and Territory and the UNCSD in Rome on 3-5
March 2004, and the 12" UNCSD session where a side event on the “Mediterranean
Responses to the WSSD Commitments” was organized jointly with MIO-ECSDE, the EC and
the Greek and Italian Ministries for the Environment; at this occasion, an updated version of
the UNEP/MAP Partnership Initiative on MSSD was distributed.

f) Appointment process for the MCSD professional

69. Soon after the Contracting Parties meetingin Catania, where the appointment of
a Professional Officer for the MCSD/MSSD was approved, action was taken with UNEP
Headquarters in order to appoint the required person the soonest possible. The selection
process is still underway.

70. The Job Description for the post of “Sustainable Development Officer”, and the
classification papers were prepared and forwarded to UNEP. Since, according to UNEP, the
related duties correspond to core activities of MAP, they recommended that the post should
be a P3 level. This would facilitate the recruitment process in case the Contracting Parties
decide to confirm this post later on. It is expected that by the time of the Bureau meeting, the
vacancy would have been announced. Atthe same time, in order not to burden MAP and
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eventually the Contracting Parties with costs for additional staff, the Secretariat intends to
maintain its original proposal that the post should be an L3 level.

100 Historic Sites

71. While preparing the new programme of work in accordance with the decision of
the Contracting Parties in Catania, the Atelier du Patrimoine has carried out a number o