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The Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development

to which the indicator corresponds

Goal 17: Strengthen the means of 
implementation and revitalize the Global 
Partnership for Sustainable Development

Target 17.14: Enhance policy coherence for 
sustainable development

Indicator 17.14.1: Number of countries with 
mechanisms in place to enhance policy 
coherence of sustainable development
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Rationale
What is the indicator about

Enhancing policy coherence for sustainable development is important for:

• achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions (economic, social and 
environmental) in a balanced and integrated manner; 

• ensuring coherence between policies at various levels of government; and 
• ensuring that policies in different sectors are mutually supportive and do not work against each 

other.
• It is also important in addressing the impacts of domestic policy internationally. 

• Policy coherence aims, as a minimum, to identify trade-offs and mitigate negative impacts 
between policies. 

At a more ambitious level, it should also aim to foster synergies and produce policies that mutually 
reinforce each other, and to ensure that policies put in place are implementable and sustainable as 
they are inclusive of the concerned stakeholders’ perspectives.
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Why is this indicator important for SDG 17?

• This indicator will help in leading coherent policy development.

• Enhancing policy coherence for sustainable development is important for achieving sustainable 
development in its three dimensions: economic, social and environmental

• NOV 2022 –On 15th November 2022, UNEP launched in cooperation with OECD a global 
Community of Practice on the SDG indicator 17.14.1 on Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development (PCSD). 

• Eight Benefits of Promoting PCSD and Measuring Progress can be found at LouisMeuleman-
LaunchCoP_PCSD_15-11-2022
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https://www.ps4sd.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PPT_LouisMeuleman-LaunchCoP_PCSD_15-11-2022-final.pdf
https://www.ps4sd.eu/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/PPT_LouisMeuleman-LaunchCoP_PCSD_15-11-2022-final.pdf


Definitions

Policy Coherence of Sustainable Development has been interpreted as the coherence between 
policies in general that cover the dimensions of sustainable development. This indicator is a 
composite indicator which covers mechanisms related to 

1. Institutionalization of Political Commitment 

2. Long-term considerations in decision-making

3. Inter-ministerial and cross-sectoral coordination

4. Participatory processes

5. Policy linkages

6. Alignment across government levels

7. Monitoring and reporting for policy coherence

8. Financing for policy coherence
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Methodology (1/3)

Resources
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Supporting countries to achieve policy coherence

Information on SDG Indicator 17.14.1 (Tier II):

• 17.14.1 Metadata

• 17.14.1 Methodology

• 17.14.1 Data

Partners:
• Law Division (UNEP)

• Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD)

• Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development Division 
and Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)'s 
Governance and Public Administration team

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/files/Metadata-17-14-01.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17yi37fHr4xM9B0buhYFEKriqfUWSpwvy/view
https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.oecd.org/
https://www.un.org/en/desa
https://www.un.org/en/desa
https://www.un.org/en/desa


Methodology (2/3)

Sample Scoring System
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• UNEP has developed a composite 
indicator framework for SDG 17.14.1 
based on initial research on existing work, 
literature, partners and existing indicators 
on similar issues. 

• This indicator includes 8 domains. 

• Each is scored on a 0–10-point scale. 



Methodology (3/3)

Sample Scoring System (cont.)
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• The percentage of points out of the total 80 
points is then computed for each country.

•  It is recommended that Governments 
convene a stakeholder group for self-
scoring. 

• This table can be used for scoring.  

• Full details are in the document 
“Methodology for SDG-indicator 17.14.1: 
Mechanisms in place to enhance policy 
coherence for sustainable development”.

https://wesr.unep.org/media/docs/projects/methodology_17_14_1.pdf
https://wesr.unep.org/media/docs/projects/methodology_17_14_1.pdf
https://wesr.unep.org/media/docs/projects/methodology_17_14_1.pdf


Data release (1/3)

Data sources

• Data are provided by national governments, including entities responsible for SDG 
implementation.

• Data are collected through a Government Survey (self-scoring by Governments according to the 
above table). 

• First data collection scheduled in early 2021.  Biennially thereafter.

• First reporting cycle in 2021. Biennially thereafter.

• Data are compiled by United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).
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Data release (2/3)

Data validation

• The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) carries out data 
validation procedures and contact countries for clarification if needed.
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Limitations

• There are many mechanisms that could be useful to assess at the national level which would be relevant to 
enhance policy coherence for sustainable development.

• This methodology aims to provide a basis for countries to engage in discussions around what policy 
coherence means at the national level and how it could be improved. 

• Such discussions and strategies to improve policy coherence that may results from it could feed into a 
country Voluntary National Review (VNR) or National Development Strategy or Plan development, to inform 
further efforts by the country to improve its ability to implement Agenda 2030 through better policy 
coherence. 

• This document should be considered a living document which is regularly updated with the country 
experiences in putting in place and assessing mechanisms for policy coherence. 

• These experiences, and related challenges, lessons learned and solutions, can be shared so that UNEP as 
custodian agency, with partners, can further refine this methodology and disseminated it not only as a tool 
to enable effective reporting but also to support national efforts toward policy coherence.
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Access the indicator and resources

SDG Indicators Database
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal/database 

World Environment Situation Room
Data, Information and Knowledge on the Environment

National Scorecard
Assists UN Country Teams and national stakeholders 
in their Common Country Analysis (CCA) and the SDG 
Voluntary National Reviews (VNR)
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https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal/database
https://wesr.unep.org/
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/what-we-do/monitoring-progress/national-scorecard
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/what-we-do/monitoring-progress/national-scorecard
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/what-we-do/monitoring-progress/national-scorecard


Thank you

SDG and Environment Statistics Unit, Early Warning and Assessment Division: 
Ekaterina Poleshchuk: ekaterina.poleshchuk@un.org
Dany Ghafari: dany.ghafari@un.org
Therese El Gemayel : elgemayel@un.org

United Nations Avenue, Gigiri
PO Box 30552 – 00100 GPO Nairobi, Kenya

www.unep.org

mailto:ekaterina.poleshchuk@un.org
mailto:dany.ghafari@un.org
mailto:elgemayel@un.org
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