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THZ ROLEZ OF THZ CZNTRZ ZC2 TEZ
“amorandom Submitied Dy tee Delegazisz o2 Mal<ia
1. The CGovarnmant of Tha Revpublic of Maltiz aas rnotzd the
report on the activitiss of the Regional 0il Combazing
Centre for the Mediterransan Sea (UNZR/IG.14/INF.12)
and the relevant paragraohs in The Zxecutive Director
of UNEP's revort (UNEP/IG.14/L, innex IIT, Section IV),
and agrees fully with the rescommendations contained
therein, and with the specific recommendation in parsa
€9 of the latier documsnt (Annex III, Section VI)
] . that the functiicns of the Csznire as s=t out in
Resolution 7 of %he 1976 3arcelona Planigotantiary
Confarence should be sxpandsd zo =aatls it vo nerlornm
the duties assignad %5 ths Rzgilonzl Caa®rz in accordaccs
with the orovisions of the 1976 Cooperation Protoccol.
2. Both as the host country, with the resultsnt intimacy of
contact with the Regional Cantre, and as a Maditerranean
Coastal Stave woncernsd about the nesd for protecting the
. regional environment as a whole, the Goverament of Malta
appreciates the work verformed so far oy the Centre since
its inauguration in December 1976, as well as the difficultis
encountered during this ini%ial phase of its activitiss
It is felt, howevsr, that the workplan of the Centrs du rlng
. the next few years should be reilected in a dynamic programm
of activities to ensure the stats of preparedness of all

Mediterranean States to combat any oil pollution emergency
within the region with optimum efiiciency. Such a programme
can be nu?sued by the Centre, given optimal internal
organization and the full cooperation of all Mediferranean
Coastal States.
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One of the main objsctives common to all coastal States
is that in the shortest possible time, the region as a
whole should attain seli-suificiency in the availability
of oil pollution com,a:'o'I expertise, especially where
the combating of gros incidents is concarned. Th
present situation indicates that for some time at least,
expert assistance from outside the region may be necessary
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in some emerg=nciss Tugzlcn b=
ramadied by ;“ acce _lzzi:g
opportunitias 2% gl 22

Centres should »lzy an incrsz caglalirytic and coordinztirs
rale. This grogramme should Tz orgsnizsd on =2 rsgicnzl
scaele, and should in¢lulis ac< snly wvorkshosrs znd s2minzrs,
but dsxonstrations and exarcisss, zal whersver tissitls,
fuli-sczle resnersals, 1%t is imgoritant that suck z Traizizng
rrogramme includes the practical asrsct as its major <o 2}
During such =z programme the Centrs should not hesitats

mzke the fullest possible use oI ccmueient sxira~rasgion
assistance as a short-term measurs woerewver this weuld
accelerate the develeopment o irnTra~regicnal sxgertiss.

The Goveramen: of Malta, in ssmmen with ot ZoTeramsnis,
2lsc feels that the main rols oI thes Razgicnal C= Jurizng
the coming years =should Tte gszrszd Tt T2z formuls znl
develeoxment of corntimgsucyry tlams o meed cverall Lozl
rsquiremencs rcocr tae effective combating of gross cil
vellution incidents. The Centrz is zlready periorzing

2 useliul role in assisting those coastal States sc

requesting to develop and implemsnt their national contirngsncy
at an increasing pace until severy countiry within the regicn
has its own national contingency plan on an operational
footing.

Concurrently with such an activiiy, and in full realiza-ion
of the facts that (a) wery few couniriss within the rezicn
will be able to cove with a gross emergency outv of natiornal
resources, and () any such gross smergency is bound Lo
affect mors than one particular country. It is proypossd tasc
the Centre should immediately commence the promotion of =z
vhased programme, keeying in view the already existing zand
planned activities of the variocus countries iInvelved, aimed
at the eventual dsvelogpment of joint contingshcy plans <o
cover the whole region. This will snsure that should a2 gress
vollution emergsrncy gccur anywhsre within the Mediterransan,
the necessary rssources would be immediatsly availlable To
control 1t. )

The first phase of such a zrogramme could be a two

pronged effort. The Centre should, to hc fullest exTent
possible, assist in the devslopmsnt of contingency zlans

at bilateral and multilatsral lsv2ls zas uke varlous national
plans assume an operaticnal vasis. At the same tims, ssrious
consideration should be given to tike development of contingancy
plans at sub-regicnal level. Ons arsa which would ve eminsntlily
suitable in this regard is thz Csntral Mediterranzan zrsa,
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which is particularly sensit because oI the zonmparzsiva
narrownass of its watars, wi tas resulitant incrzased risx
of maritimes accidsnts. It 1s vrorvossd shat Sha ansronriase
Governmsats of this sub-ragion consider the davalogmens <2
an aperorriais joint contingsncy tlan, which waulid nos canly
cater for their cwn commsn raguirements, Hut which weuld ales
serve as a vasis Zor complementary slaes within oSh:r parns of
the “editerransan.
The Goveranment of Malta, whose national contingsncy plan has
already besn formulatsd and will be operational within the
next few monihs, is willing %to pariicipats in such a joint
sub~regional activity, snd recognizes ths wvaluablszs rol:z the
Centre can play in assisting such a venturs, which togsthar
with the other activities yrovossd should zo =z long way towards
t ning erall regional uprevarsdness on a permansns and






