
The fourth 
International Day of 
Clean Air for blue skies
September 7, 2023
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The Fourth International Day of 
Clean Air for blue skies was held 
on 7 September 2023, under the 
theme of “Together For Clean Air, 
emphasizing the need for stronger 
partnerships, investment and 
shared responsibility.

We all have a responsibility to protect our 
atmosphere and ensure healthy air for everyone. 
The 2023 theme, accordingly, highlighted 
shared responsibility, increased investment and 
the urgent need for stronger partnerships for 
overcoming air pollution.
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Governments, development 
organizations, the private sector, 

civil society and individuals all have 
the responsibility and opportunity 

to reduce air pollution and leverage 
finance and investments towards air 

quality measures and solutions.

#TogetherForCleanAir encouraged 
collaboration across borders and 
boundaries, between sectors, and 

beyond silos. 
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Air pollution is the 
biggest environmental 
health risk of our time. 
Exposure to polluted 
air can lead to stroke, 
heart and lung disease, 
pneumonia, cancer 
and more. It causes 
approximately 6.7 million 
premature deaths per 
year, and is responsible 
for US$8.1 trillion 
in healthcare costs, 
equivalent to 6.1 per cent 
of global GDP.

https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ambient-(outdoor)-air-quality-and-health
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/c96ee144-4a4b-5164-ad79-74c051179eee
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Air pollutants can travel 
across borders and 
impact the air quality 
and ecosystems accross 
geographical boundaries, 
not just where they 
originate. That is 
why strengthening 
international and 
regional cooperation is 
critical to improving air 
quality.
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Air pollution is a global emergency. Ninety-nine 
per cent of humanity breathes air laced with soot, 
sulphur and other toxic chemicals, with low- and 
middle-income countries suffering the highest 
exposures. Every year, seven million people die 
prematurely as a result, and air pollution is intimately 
linked to global heating.

Air pollution knows no borders, travelling thousands 
of kilometres, spreading contaminates with the wind. 
And the climate crisis is having devastating and 
growing impacts on every continent on Earth.

Global problems require global solutions. We must 
act together for clean air – the theme of this year’s 
International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies.

Together, we must accelerate a just and equitable 
transition away from fossil fuels, particularly coal, 
towards clean renewable energy, while ensuring that 
no one is left behind.

Secretary General’s 
message for 2023

https://www.un.org/en/observances/clean-air-day/messages
https://www.un.org/en/observances/clean-air-day/messages
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To help achieve this, I have proposed a Climate 
Solidarity Pact in which all big emitters make extra 
efforts to cut emissions, and wealthier countries 
mobilize financial and technical resources to support 
emerging economies to do so. And I have proposed 
an Acceleration Agenda to super-charge these 
efforts. I urge all countries to put both into effect.

We must also support the transition to clean cooking 
and electric vehicles. We must encourage walking 
and cycling in cities, and put in place systems to 
make responsible waste management second 
nature. And we must act on the pledge to reduce 
methane emissions.

Our air is a common good and a common 
responsibility. Let’s work together to clean it up, 
protect our health, and leave a healthy planet for 
generations to come.

Global problems require global solutions. 
We must act together for clean air – the 
theme of this year’s International Day of 
Clean Air for Blue Skies.

Together, we must accelerate a just and 
equitable transition away from fossil 
fuels, particularly coal, towards clean 
renewable energy, while ensuring that 
no one is left behind.

Antonio Guterres
Secretary General of the United Nations

https://www.un.org/en/observances/clean-air-day/messages
https://www.un.org/en/observances/clean-air-day/messages
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Air pollution kills, causing millions of 
premature deaths each year and air 
pollution is linked to climate change as 
the sources are often the same.

So we must cut these sources. Replace 
fossil fuels with renewable energy. 
Reform agriculture to reduce methane 
and black carbon emissions and help 
vulnerable households access clean 
heating and cooking fuels and reduce 
open burning of waste, and of course, 
invest in nature to keep cities cool and 
filter the air.

Inger Anderson
Executive Director of UNEP
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The Theme

#TOGETHERFORCLEANAIR

The theme for the 2023 observance focused on our 
shared responsibility to overcome air pollution, the 
need for strong partnerships across key sectors and 
levels of government, and increased investments.  

#TogetherforCleanAir built upon the 2022 theme 
of #TheAirWeShare, which focused on the 
transboundary nature of air pollution and stressed 
the need for collective accountability and action 
and stressed for shared responsibility to protect 
the Earth’s atmosphere and ensure healthy air for 
everyone, across borders and boundaries, between 
sectors and beyond silos.

The theme called upon governments, development 
organizations, the private sector, civil society 
organizations and individuals to fulfil their 
shared responsibility and capitalise on available 
opportunities to reduce air pollution and leverage 
finance and investments towards air quality 
measures and solutions.

The theme served as a rallying cry for change, 
driving enduring and revolutionary transformations 
to secure clean air for generations to come.

Air pollution doesn’t recognise 
borders or boundaries, and 
collective efforts are necessary to 
combat its effects
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A web of information

The website was enriched with additional content 
and updated information, especially in line with 
the theme of the Day. This included information on 
report launches, events, communication material, 
as well as featured updates from partners and 
media across the world. 

Furthermore, significant enhancements were 
made to the Pollution Action Note, spearheaded 
by the Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) 
together with UNEP.  These updates provide a more 
comprehensive view of regional agreements and 
their impact on air quality, contributing to a deeper 
understanding of regional air pollution progress.

Everything you need to know about 
#WorldCleanAirDay 2023

BUILDING THE GLOBAL MOVEMENT

The Day generated a buzz with wide scale 
participation and engagement seen from across 
the world. This included:

Over 32,000 page views during the 
month of September with nearly 
85,000 downloads of different 
content.

The most popular topical pages on 
site were the Practical Guide, and 
the Causes of Air Pollution. 

The most engaged audience 
groups were between the ages of 
18 and 34 years, which is reflective 
of increasing interest amongst the 
youth and their drive for change.

https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/did-you-know/reports-publications
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/associated-events
https://trello.com/b/fWeDmBHr/international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies-2023
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/featured-updates
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.ccacoalition.org/
https://www.unep.org/
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleanairblueskies.org%2Fget-involved%2Fpractical-guide&data=05%7C01%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C584b1ba617964cb6c06b08dbba9cfa8b%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638308955596838930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uw66kXMPhtc8QPKlTp%2BVBKKunh3wTc558YIdh7sYtVc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleanairblueskies.org%2Fes%2Fdid-you-know%2Fcausas-de-la-contaminacion-del-aire&data=05%7C01%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C584b1ba617964cb6c06b08dbba9cfa8b%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638308955596838930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HJh88Jt3g%2FgJo2OXGsu%2Bi%2B5kgowcafpAu3RyF9idNeY%3D&reserved=0
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ENGAGING TOGETHER FOR A BREATHABLE 
TOMORROW

During the Day, people from various backgrounds 
worldwide came together for the global observance, 
including government bodies, non-profit 
organizations, businesses, and individuals at large. 
As part of the observance, a range of interactive 
materials was launched, such as the Quiz, an air 
pollution FAQ, an Interactive Practical Guide, and 
an updated Pollution Action Note.

In addition, UNEP released a Public Service 
Announcement video aimed at inspiring 
individuals, businesses, governments, and 
organizations to take action against air pollution. 
The video underscores the significance of fostering 
stronger partnerships, increasing investments, 
and collectively shouldering the responsibility to 
improve air quality. Notably, the video has already 
garnered an impressive audience, reaching over 
80,000 viewers across UNEP’s online and social 
media channels.

TELLING THE STORY

Numerous articles and stories were 
produced before and on the actual 
Day to spotlight the discussion about 
air pollution, especially focusing on its 
theme, bringing it to the forefront of 
attention.

A total of 6 stories were published on the 
Day’s official website.

A total of 19 associated events were 
observed by UNEP or UN organisations, 
in addition to 40 events organized by 
partner organisations.

All content was produced in multiple 
languages, including English, French, 
Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, Russian, 
Kiswahili, Portuguese, Bahasa Indonesia, 
Thai and Vietnamese

https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/did-you-know/take-quiz
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/did-you-know/frequently-asked-questions-air-pollution
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/get-involved/practical-guide
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECzXG5I9Y3Q&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECzXG5I9Y3Q&t=1s
https://www.unep.org/fr/node/31396
https://www.unep.org/fr/node/31396
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/news-stories
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/associated-events
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DATA YOU NEED TO KNOW

Air pollution causes approximately 6.7 million 
premature deaths per year.

Exposure to fine particle outdoor air pollution 
is the largest environmental risk factor for 
premature death globally. Air pollution exposure 
contributes to a number of key illnesses globally, 
but its contribution is not borne equally across 
the world.

Despite being one of the biggest health threats 
worldwide, air pollution still accounts for less 
than 1 per cent of total global aid spending. Given 
its negative impact on our health, economies 
and environment, there is no sound financial or 
political argument for this underinvestment.

THE STATE OF GLOBAL AIR: THE POLLUTION 
ACTION NOTE.

The Pollution Action Note, which was first 
launched in 2021, is further updated to include 
the most current data and made in line with the 
new air quality guidelines from the World Health 
Organization, as well as the latest policy actions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECzXG5I9Y3Q&t=1s
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/ambient-(outdoor)-air-quality-and-health
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
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Since its launch, the Pollution 
Action Note has been referenced at 
the world’s leading environmental 
agencies and new media outlets, 
and now, as the latest addition, it 
includes a new visualization showing 
regional agreements.

From Southeast Asia to the African 
continent and even the Arctic, more 
and more regions are addressing this 
shared emergency, particularly by 
integrating monitoring, reporting, and 
knowledge sharing of experience and 
good practices. Still, more must be 
done to ensure that these agreements 
are implemented effectively and that 
all countries have the resources to 
develop knowledge, tools, ground-
based observations, and data to reduce 
air pollution.

See how air pollution 
is impacting individual 
countries today and the 
actions they are taking 

to achieve clean air

https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/event-documents/AP.pdf
https://www.sei.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/final-circulated-lusaka-agreement.pdf
http://www.sacep.org/programmes/male-declaration
https://unece.org/environmental-policy-1/air#
https://www.eanet.asia/
https://www.neaspec.org
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/air_en
https://hazeportal.asean.org/action/asean-agreement-on-transboundary-haze-pollution/
https://ijc.org/en/mission/air-quality-agreement#:~:text=Signed%20in%201991%2C%20The%20Canada,every%20two%20years%20on%20progress
https://rds.org.co/apc-aa-files/205ec78c9cca6d1850bdca24e20e50bf/vf_draft_regional-aq-action-plan_eng_june_2022.pdf
https://www.sei.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/eastern-africa-air-pollution-agreement.pdf
https://www.york.ac.uk/media/sei/documents/publications/gapforum/West_and_Central_Africa_Air_Pollution_Agreement_English_final.pdf
https://arctic-council.org
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LET’S TALK ABOUT IT:

An exciting lineup of 
communication content 
including infographics, social 
media filters, and videos 
were produced and events 
from all over the world were 
curated for the Day. 

Content created for the Day 
was shared across UNEP’s 
corporate communication 
channels including social 
media platforms, i.e., X 
(formerly Twitter), Facebook, 
LinkedIn and Instagram.

The two hashtags 
were intertwined, i.e., 
#WorldCleanAirDay and 
#TogetherForCleanAir: mentioned 
at least 17,000 times

The campaign reached 8 million 
users with 70,000 users directly 
engaging with the content across 
all channels in all languages.

The best performing content 
was the carousel, followed by 
infographics. 

Twitter/X: the Interactive 
practical guide with 84,616 
impressions and nearly 
100,000 views, followed by an 
illustrative infographic post, 
with 42,447 impressions and 
1.7 million views.

Instagram: the carousel of 
infographics gained 202,539 
reach followed by the air pollution 
knows no borders post with 
130,813 reach.

LinkedIn: the carousel post 
gained 136,258 impressions.

Facebook: the infographic on 99% 
of people breathing polluted air 
post gained 18,733 reach followed 
by the infographic about air 
pollution and health risks with 
14,896 reach.

https://twitter.com/UNEP?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://twitter.com/UNEP?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/unep
https://www.linkedin.com/company/unep/
https://www.instagram.com/unep/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUNEP%2Fstatus%2F1699558092621357354&data=05%7C01%7Cahmed.yussuf%40un.org%7C2ed7a876a7124814609508dbbf5b7ea5%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638314171902907282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BRX2riw0B80Kntrzy9bxU0o0cfeZsdeO7f3uiqVg6a8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FUNEP%2Fstatus%2F1699558092621357354&data=05%7C01%7Cahmed.yussuf%40un.org%7C2ed7a876a7124814609508dbbf5b7ea5%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638314171902907282%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BRX2riw0B80Kntrzy9bxU0o0cfeZsdeO7f3uiqVg6a8%3D&reserved=0
https://twitter.com/UNEP/status/1697470836922298716
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cw4MnnHoYsM/?img_index=4
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cw4MnnHoYsM/?img_index=4
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Ffeed%2Fupdate%2Furn%3Ali%3Aactivity%3A7105414401205186560&data=05%7C01%7Cahmed.yussuf%40un.org%7C2ed7a876a7124814609508dbbf5b7ea5%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638314171903063515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MDHjYttEPasPAo%2FGFboTKFE0xs3BHeOGVz1fKescgZg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Funep%2Fposts%2Fpfbid036Bt3XDNxAF6h6cQB7aoUmJanTeiGQP6LPc9jRrkqubUmgCDzuKcz7BuwGFpsBwgLl&data=05%7C01%7Cahmed.yussuf%40un.org%7C2ed7a876a7124814609508dbbf5b7ea5%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638314171903063515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ceCM%2Fon6GatHZs6eY9LxeLbBGFIKdf%2B9bhqswt06Sq8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Funep%2Fposts%2Fpfbid036Bt3XDNxAF6h6cQB7aoUmJanTeiGQP6LPc9jRrkqubUmgCDzuKcz7BuwGFpsBwgLl&data=05%7C01%7Cahmed.yussuf%40un.org%7C2ed7a876a7124814609508dbbf5b7ea5%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638314171903063515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ceCM%2Fon6GatHZs6eY9LxeLbBGFIKdf%2B9bhqswt06Sq8%3D&reserved=0
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KEY INFLUENTIAL VOICES LEND THEIR SUPPORT

Several influential figures and organizations 
joined the community of action to amplify 
#WolrdCleanAirDay messages. Key voices included 
UNEP’s Goodwill Ambassadors Aidan Gallagher and 
Dia Mirza, Formula E-Ambassador Lucas di Grassi, 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker 
Türk; all lending their substantial reach to the need 
of coming #TogetherForCleanAir. In addition, the 
Virtual Human Chain organized by the Indian Clean 
Air Collective, saw over 1,000 participants sharing 
selfies, with Dia Mirza among them. 

In terms of engagement, Aidan Gallagher’s post 
received an impressive 90,000 likes, closely followed 
by United Nations Children’s Fund, Dia Mirza, and 
the UN Secretary-General. Notably, support was also 
received from institutions and organizations such as 
Greenpeace, World Bank, NASA Earth, C40 Cities, 
and from various UN accounts - FAO, WHO, UNICEF, 
and OHCHR.

https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cw6I1s0vLg-/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cw5PCoPINFc/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cw5QKkfo0rZ/
https://twitter.com/volker_turk/status/1699751734497739220?s=20
https://twitter.com/volker_turk/status/1699751734497739220?s=20
https://togetherforcleanair.com
https://togetherforcleanair.com
https://x.com/Greenpeace/status/1701428803418120329?s=20
https://x.com/WorldBank/status/1678298266763423747?s=20
https://twitter.com/NASAEarth/status/1699816679516131733
https://x.com/c40cities/status/1302856626076966912?s=20
https://x.com/FAO/status/1699725697131094041?s=20
https://x.com/UNICEF/status/1699725446014005407?s=20
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IN THE NEWS

There’s been an overall increase in the media 
coverage: in terms of articles published, and as per 
the Day’s coverage by number of media outlets, 
countries and languages.

• Over 1,194 articles on clean air

• Published in 870 media outlets

• Across 91 countries worldwide and in 28 
languages

• Highest media coverage was observed in 
the US, India, China, Russia, Venezuela and 
Mexico.



ON AIR!

Live and online events were held across the world:  from 
New York and Amman, passing by Geneva, Bangkok, 
Nakuru, Belgrade or Port of Spain.  Governments, cities, 
businesses, NGOs, academia, civil society and individuals 
participated actively.
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Browse the map 
to see the actions 

taken near you.

https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/associated-events
https://elpais.com/planeta-futuro/2023-09-07/el-sur-global-epicentro-de-la-mala-calidad-del-aire-que-asfixia-y-mata-a-los-mas-vulnerables.html
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/article/10596/news/featured/clean-air-day-rwanda-taking-bold-action-to-beat-air-pollution
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202309/08/WS64fa80f6a310d2dce4bb4ab9.html
https://lactualite.com/actualites/qualite-de-lair-un-die-in-devant-le-bureau-du-premier-ministre/
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/get-involved/registered-events


Asia Pacific Commemoration of the 4th International Day of 
Clean Air for blue skies
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Together For Clean Air around the World

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC
Commemorative activities were held across the Asia 
and the Pacific region in over 25 countries and more 
than 116 key stakeholders, reaching about 13 million 
people through social media channels.

This year, UNEP and UNESCAP celebrated the 
day with a co-organized event, held from 5 to 
8 September 2023 in Bangkok. The event was 
sponsored by the Ministry of Environment of the 
Republic of Korea and supported by the Embassy 
of the Republic of Korea to Thailand.Around 100 
participants joined the event on-site from related 
agencies in addition to online participants who 
joined via YouTube livestream.

In addition, four associated events were held in the 
Asia and the Pacific region as part of the overall 
Commemoration:  

• Online Expert Group Meeting: Review of 
National Assessment Draft Studies on the Use of 
Remote Sensing for Air Pollution Action in the 
Asia Pacific Region on 5 September; 

• Operationalizing the Regional Action 
Programme on Air Pollution: Inception Meetings 

of the Open-Ended Working Groups on Air 
Quality Standards and Data on 6 September; 

• Round Table: Pan-Asia Partnership for 
Geospatial Air Pollution Information on 7 
September; 

• Together for Clean Air: Air Pollution and 
Climate Solutions in Southeast Asia on 8 
September. 

https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/online-expert-group-meeting-review-national-assessment-draft-studies-use-remote-0
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/online-expert-group-meeting-review-national-assessment-draft-studies-use-remote-0
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/online-expert-group-meeting-review-national-assessment-draft-studies-use-remote-0
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/online-expert-group-meeting-review-national-assessment-draft-studies-use-remote-0
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/operationalizing-regional-action-programme-air-pollution-inception-meetings-open-ended
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/operationalizing-regional-action-programme-air-pollution-inception-meetings-open-ended
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/operationalizing-regional-action-programme-air-pollution-inception-meetings-open-ended
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/operationalizing-regional-action-programme-air-pollution-inception-meetings-open-ended
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/4thICAD/Pan-Asia-Partnership-Geospatial-Air-Pollution-Information
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/4thICAD/Pan-Asia-Partnership-Geospatial-Air-Pollution-Information
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/together-clean-air-air-pollution-and-climate-solutions-southeast-asia
https://www.unescap.org/events/2023/together-clean-air-air-pollution-and-climate-solutions-southeast-asia
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Korea also took the lead in organizing the 
2023 Clean Air International Forum together 
with UNEP in Suwon. The forum discussed 
the management of urban air pollutants, 
air pollution and carbon neutrality, and air 
pollution management technology and data 
analysis techniques. It also included public 
participation sessions.

Agenda of the 2023 Clean Air International Forum in Suwon

https://www.caif.co.kr/
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EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA

UNEP Europe Office organized four official events in 
Geneva, Almaty, Belgrade, and Tashkent as part of the 
Day’s initiative, which emphasized the importance of 
cooperation with various stakeholders, including UN 
member states, development organizations, private 
sector, and civil society, to reduce pollution and enhance 
air quality. These events also highlighted UNEP’s 
influential partner networks and its role in driving action 
on air quality in the Pan-European region through 
collaboration with diverse stakeholders.

In Geneva, UNECE and UNEP organized an event 
alongside the Air Convention’s Working Group meeting. 
The UNEP Europe Office Director gave the opening 
remarks, with participation from delegates from many 
UNECE Air Convention member countries. Notably, they 
unveiled a new collaborative project between UNECE 
and UNEP focused on promoting clean air policies in 
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine.

In Belgrade, Serbia, a joint UNEP and UNRC event was 
held at the UN House, in collaboration with the UNCT 
Result Group on Green Transformation, and gathered 
representatives from UN agencies, government, and civil 
society. The event discussed findings from a UNEP report 
on landfill fire-related air pollution in Serbia, highlighting 
the need for better waste management. The event also 

Joint UNEP and UNRC event in Belgrade

UNEP and UNECE joint Air Convention in Geneva

https://unece.org/media/news/382466
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introduced a joint effort by UNCT and UNEP to address 
residential heating-related air pollution.

In Almaty, Kazakhstan, UNEP and the Air Quality 
Central Asia (AQCA) Platform held an event at 
the UN Plazato share results from an air quality 
monitoring project in Kyrgyzstan and announced 
plans for the 3rd AQCA platform conference in 
Tajikistan. UNEP also discussed its collaboration in 
the Development Partners Coordination Council’s 
Subgroup on Air Quality in Kyrgyzstan, co-led with 
the Asian Development Bank, which was attended by 
representatives of various international organizations, 
academia, and diplomatic missions.

In Tashkent, Uzbekistan, a joint event by the ZAMIN 
Foundation and UNEP celebrated Clean Air Day and 
announced a new Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for collaboration on air quality and related 
issues. The event involved the Head of UNEP Central 
Asia Office, Uzbek ministries, and UzHydromet, 
focusing on urban air pollution sources, their 
impact on public health, and the development of 
legislation concerning PM 10 and PM 2.5 levels in 
the atmosphere.
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NORTH AMERICA

UNEP North America Office marked the observation 
of the Day with expert discussions on air pollution’s 
effects, new “ground-breaking” NASA TEMPO satellite 
data, measured air quality, and educated the public. 
A youth social media campaign and an Instagram 
Live interview with UNEP Deputy Executive Director, 
Elizabeth Mrema, underscored the day’s significance.

At the flagship Ozone Bioindicator Garden event, 
organized by UNEP and the CCAC in the DC area, 
experts from various institutions including NASA, 
the Smithsonian Institute, and the U.S. Department 
of Energy shared insights on the environmental 
and health impacts of air pollution, particularly in 
disadvantaged communities. The event’s highlight 
was the groundbreaking pollution data from 
NASA’s TEMPO satellite, offering detailed air quality 
information for North American cities from space. 
The day featured engaging air quality equipment 
demonstrations in the Ozone Bioindicator Garden 
and included virtual participation from the U.S. 
national ozone garden network.

UNEP North America joined the Connect4Climate 
“Kids Ask Climate Questions” for an in-person 
and online event. Eleven-year-old Max asked UNEP 
Communications Officer, Laura Fuller, “Is air pollution 
the same everywhere in the world?” Fuller unpacked 

and explained the vital question to over 4,000 current 
viewers with the number still growing. 

Additionally, at the GEF assembly in Vancouver, UNEP 
North America and United Nations Association 
(UNA) Canada designed a youth social media 
outreach campaign with video messages promoting 
#TogetherForCleanAir.”  UNA Canada sat down with 
UNEP Deputy Executive Director, Elizabeth Mrema, 
for an Instagram Live interview where she reflected 
on her own experiences, and the importance of Clean 
Air Day, and the linkages between air pollution and 
climate change.

“Kids Ask Climate Questions” episode

https://www.ccacoalition.org/events/international-day-clean-air-blue-skies-unep-north-america-reception
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=AVLRqtXc9HomwvGH&v=FqyU283TkrM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.unep.org/regions/north-america
https://www.unep.org/regions/north-america
https://www.unac.org
https://www.unac.org
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CwYel0fobvu/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
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WEST ASIA

Marking the international day for Clean Air and 
recognizing the need for a coordinated approach in 
the region, the UNEP Regional Office for West Asia 
in collaboration with WHO organized the “Regional 
Cooperation for Better Air Quality in West Asia” 
consultation workshop in Jordan on 3 and 4 September 
and brought together representatives from ministries of 
environment and health from the region.

Countries in the West Asia region recommended the 
establishment of a Regional Air Quality Network for West 

Asia and requested UNEP to assess the status of air 
quality management and identity work priorities for 
the network as the first phase. Besides emissions 
from energy, industry, and transportation, the region 
is significantly affected by natural emissions from 
sand and dust storms. While individual countries 
have made efforts to enhance air quality, addressing 
this challenge necessitates stronger regional and 
global coordination. This network will work in 
conjunction with existing networks in Asia, Latin 
America, Africa, and Europe.

Regional Cooperation for Better Air Quality for West Asia 
consultation workshop in Jordan

https://www.unep.org/regions/west-asia
https://www.unep.org/events/workshop/regional-cooperation-better-air-quality-west-asia
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Additionally, the UNEP West Asia Office and 
CCAC joined forces with the WHO to organize an 
event commemorating Clean Air Day on October 
7th. UNEP’s participation played a pivotal role 
in promoting regional collaboration and raising 
awareness for mitigating the impact of short-lived 
climate pollutants.

LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

For the first time a joint initiative that combined 
efforts of UNEP’s Latin America and the Caribbean 
(LAC) office and North America offices was carried out: 
“Activation across the Americas” – together with the 
Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) and the 
Commission for Environmental Cooperation (CEC). 

Academic institutions, governments, and civil society 
organizations doing citizen science (Canada, Costa 
Rica, Colombia, Chile, Panama, Mexico, United States) 
were invited to make air quality measurements, on 
September 7, in public places and share their results 
and measurement technologies in real-time. Events 
were held in Santiago de Chile, with the Universidad 
del Desarrollo, and were incorporated into a web 
story. Additionally, air quality monitoring activities in 
cities in Colombia and Mexico were carried out.

In San Salvador, UNEP, the Central American 
Commission on Environment and Development 

Santiago school utilize low-cost monitoring by Centro de 
Investigación en Tecnologías para la Sociedad to educate students 
on air pollution impacts.

(CCAD), the Secretariat of the Council of Ministers 
of Health of Central America and the Dominican 
Republic (SE-COMISCA), CCAC and the Clean Air 
Institute (CAI), celebrated with a virtual event.

In Mexico, an online webinar was held featuring 
experts who discussed the country’s strides in air 
quality. Government officials, UNEP experts, and PAHO 
representatives participated. To mark the occasion, 

https://www.unep.org/regions/latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.unep.org/events/un-day/activation-across-americas-international-clean-air-day-blue-skies-2023
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cw5WTrPOYrQ/?igshid=MTc4MmM1YmI2Ng%3D%3D
https://www.facebook.com/observatoriomty/videos/3595422917402234/?_rdc=1&_rdr
https://www.instagram.com/reel/Cw5WTrPOYrQ/?igshid=MTc4MmM1YmI2Ng%3D%3D
https://www.paho.org/es/eventos/7-septiembre-dia-internacional-aire-limpio-por-cielo-azul
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Mexico’s Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources released a blog 
on the same day. Online activities, 
participation in virtual seminars, 
and the creation of dissemination 
products - including a video prepared 
by the current Champion of the Earth, 
Constantino Auca Chutas - were also 
carried out.

Lastly, the UNEP LAC office reached 
out to the media presenting the most 
relevant milestones of UNEP and the 
region in terms of air quality and the 
importance of the Day. Thanks to 
this approach, up to 18 articles in the 
region were published on the topic 
across six countries.

Activation Across the Americas: International Clean Air Day for blue skies 2023

https://www.gob.mx/semarnat/articulos/blog-dia-internacional-del-aire-limpio-por-un-cielo-azul-2023
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYYB1nwoUYE
https://www.unep.org/championsofearth/laureates/2022/constantino-tino-aucca-chutas?%2Fes%2Flaureates%2F2022%2Fconstantino-tino-aucca-chutas=
http://un.mdrtor.com/track/display/empId/89191/subId/1209/listId/104/conId/185/signature/005f2c2458226e66051535ec3fd85f25/conEmail/unep-latinamerica-all@un.org/conMovil/-/snapId/149979/contactInfo/Y29uSWQ9MTg1fn5lbWFpbD11bmVwLWxhdGluYW1lcmljYS1hbGxAdW4ub3Jnfn5lbXBJZD04OTE5MX5%2BbW92aWw9LX5%2Bc3ViSWQ9MTIwOX5%2BZW52SWQ9MzAwfn5saXN0SWQ9MTA0fn5zbmFwSWQ9MTQ5OTc5fn5tZFBhcnRzPTF%2Bfm1kRENTdWJqZWN0PX5%2BbWRFbWFpbE1ENT03MDZlYTI2YmU4NzJiMmQ2MjkzNzExODgwYjdhNWNmMX5%2BbWRFbWFpbFNIQTI1Nj03ZWJlOTJiYTEwZGQ1M2MyMTMyY2Y4OWViMTIxN2YyN2M5YzZlZTUyMGU5NzUzNTk1ZDcxZjQzYzI1ZTA2MDA0fn5yZWdpc3RlckRhdGU9MjAyMy0wNi0xMyAxNzo0MTozMn5%2BbWREZWxpdmVyeURhdGU9MjAyMy0wOS0wNyAxMDoyNzowMH5%2BY29uX21kNT1jN2IxNzIwNWQxMjgzYjg0MDI1MjY5YWE5ZjQxOGJlYQ%3D%3D
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AFRICA

UNEP Africa Office supported a Clean Air 
commemoration workshop that was hosted by the 
County Government in partnership with Stockholm 
Environment institute (SEI) in collaboration with 
other partners such as Safaricom PLC, Slum Dwellers 
International-Kenya (SDI-K), Athletics Kenya (AK). Also 
in attendance were other relevant stakeholders from 
Kenya Association of Manufacturers (KAM), Nakuru 
Business Association (NBA), Hunter Supertech, 
Golden Life Mall, National Environment Management 
Authority (NEMA), Nakuru City Board and Staff from 
County Government of Nakuru.

The event aimed to raise awareness about air quality 
issues in Nakuru County, access air quality data, and 
strengthen partnerships to scale up efforts in air 
quality and climate action. The consensus reached by 
all stakeholders at the meeting was that there was 
a need to establish legal frameworks for air quality 
regulation, and the need to empower Nakuru’s 
residents to actively engage with air quality and 
climate information, enabling them to drive positive 
changes within their city.

Clean Air commemoration workshop in Nakuru

https://www.unep.org/regions/africa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbDW71BqcTQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbDW71BqcTQ
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NEW YORK

Nearly 60 representatives from Member 
States participated in the commemoration 
of  International Day of Clean Air for blue 
skies at the UN Headquarters in New York. 
The commemoration aimed at promoting 
global and regional cooperation as well as 
highlighting system-wide responses and 
strengthening multisectoral partnerships 
to gain momentum. UN Secretary-General 
Mr António Guterres delivered a message, 
as well as WHO Director Mr. Werner 
Obermeyer and UNEP Executive Director 
Ms. Inger Andersen. 

Commemoration of International Day of Clean Air for blue skies 
at the UN Headquarters in New York

https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/international-day-clean-air-blue-skies-unhq-commemoration
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/international-day-clean-air-blue-skies-unhq-commemoration
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/international-day-clean-air-blue-skies-unhq-commemoration
https://www.unep.org/people/inger-andersen
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On the Road to World Clean Air Day: Reports 
And Publications

UNEP strengthens governments’ capacities on clean air 
by enhancing understanding of air pollution sources and 
impacts, by producing assessments for informed policy 
action and by supporting legislation.

UNEP, the Climate and Clean Air Coalition, and its 
partners, such as the WHO, are constantly updating 
the science on air pollution and researching new 
solutions for different stakeholders. Read the reports 
below to stay informed and drive positive change

FULL REPORT: INTEGRATED ASSESSMENT OF AIR POLLUTION AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA
CLIMATE AND CLEAN AIR COALITION (CCAC) 
UNEP - UN ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 
AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION

The Integrated Assessment of Air Pollution and Climate Change for 
Sustainable Development in Africa, conducted between 2020 and 2022 
in collaboration with the African Union Commission, UN Environment 
Programme, Climate and Clean Air Coalition, and Stockholm Environment 
Institute, scientifically examines the role of short-lived climate pollutants 
(SLCPs) and greenhouse gases in African sustainable development. 
It evaluates mitigation strategies, policies, and measures to support 
development and human health over the next four decades, fostering a 
science-to-policy network.

https://www.ccacoalition.org/resources/full-report-integrated-assessment-air-pollution-and-climate-change-sustainable-development-africa
https://www.ccacoalition.org/resources/full-report-integrated-assessment-air-pollution-and-climate-change-sustainable-development-africa
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation


Global Assessment of Air Pollution Legislation1

Achieving clean air 
for blue skies in Seoul, 
Incheon and Gyeonggi, 
Republic of Korea
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ACHIEVING CLEAN AIR FOR BLUE SKIES IN SEOUL, INCHEON AND 
GYEONGGI, REPUBLIC OF KOREA
UNEP - UN ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 

This publication covers 15 years (2005-2020) of air quality in Seoul, Incheon, 
and Gyeonggi, Republic of Korea. It analyzes pollutants, sources, and health 
impacts, documenting progress and government initiatives like the Clean 
Air Conservation Act. Addressing the link between air pollution and climate 
change, the report recommends actions for future pollution reduction. 
Serving as a reference for policymakers, researchers, and citizens, it provides 
insights and recommendations for improving air quality and public health in 
the Republic of Korea and beyond.

REGULATING AIR QUALITY: THE FIRST GLOBAL ASSESSMENT OF AIR 
POLLUTION LEGISLATION
UNEP - UN ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME 

This global study assesses national air quality legislation in 194 States and 
the European Union (EU) against a model of robust air quality governance 
developed as part of the research. The model is based on the diversity of air 
quality laws that exist globally, and the nature of air quality as a collective 
environmental and social problem that requires certain key features in a 
comprehensive approach to governance.

https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/achieving-clean-air-blue-skies-seoul-incheon-and-gyeonggi-republic-korea
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/achieving-clean-air-blue-skies-seoul-incheon-and-gyeonggi-republic-korea
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/achieving-clean-air-blue-skies-seoul-incheon-and-gyeonggi-republic-korea
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/regulating-air-quality-first-global-assessment-air-pollution-legislation
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Leading Coordinating Partners

Collaborating Agencies

Funding PartnersWe would like to acknowledge 
the contribution made by all 
our partners who supported the 
observance of the International Day 
of Clean Air for blue skies.

There was large scale participation 
across different government bodies, 
UN agencies and key partners to 
make this Day a resounding success. 
Resources were contributed by the 
Ministry of Environment, Republic 
of Korea and the Federal Ministry 
of Environment and the German 
Federal Ministry of Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ). Coordination for the Day is led 
by UNEP’s Pollution and Health Unit, 
UNEP’s Communication Division and 
the Climate and Clean Air Coalition.



For further information: 

Atif Butt
Chief, Public Advocacy & Communication
United Nations Environment Programme
atif.butt@un.org

Soraya Smaoun 
Coordinator - Air Quality, Pollution and Health Unit
United Nations Environment Programme
soraya.smaoun@un.org

Emphasizing the need to make further efforts to improve air quality, including reducing air pollution, to protect human health; 
acknowledging that improving air quality can enhance climate change mitigation and that climate change mitigation efforts can 
improve air quality; the United Nations General Assembly decided to designate 7 September as the International Day of Clean Air 
for blue skies. The inaugural observance was marked in 2020, calling for global action to beat air pollution.

mailto:atif.butt%40un.org?subject=
mailto:soraya.smaoun%40un.org?subject=

