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The fifth International Day of Clean Air 
for blue skies was observed on 
7 September 2024, under the theme 
“Invest in #CleanAirNow”. This annual 
observance was established following a 
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) 
resolution in 2019, which recognized the 
urgent need to raise awareness of air 
pollution’s widespread impact on health, 
the environment, and the economy. 

Since its inception, the Day has served as a 
global platform to emphasize the need for 
stronger commitments and actions to address 
the growing air pollution crisis. Each year, it 
brings together governments, organizations, and 
individuals to reflect on progress, strengthen 
partnerships, and mobilize efforts to achieve 
cleaner air.

This year’s observance highlighted the urgent 
need for increased investment. Unfortunately, 
clean air efforts remain chronically underfunded, 
receiving only 1% of international development 
finance, despite the significant benefits that 
cleaner air can provide. Air pollution continues 
to cause immense harm to human health, 
ecosystems, and economies, with vulnerable 
populations suffering the most. 

The good news: we can end the air pollution 
crisis. There are so many ways we benefit when 
our air is clean. We enjoy a better quality of 
life. Our children are healthier. Our economies 
are more productive. And we help to stave off 
climate change. The clock is ticking, the time to 
commit and invest is now.

https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/about/overview
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/about/overview
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/about/theme
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n19/434/93/pdf/n1943493.pdf
https://www.cleanairfund.org/resource/air-quality-funding-2024/
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Invest in #CleanAirNow

“Invest in #CleanAirNow” is the theme of 
the fifth International Day of Clean Air for 
blue skies (#WorldCleanAirDay) observed 
on 7 September 2024. This year’s theme 

underscores the economic, environmental 
and health benefits of investing in clean air.

The cost of inaction is staggering. Air pollution 
is projected to cost the global economy USD 
2.6 trillion annually by 2060 due to increased 
healthcare costs, reduced labour productivity 

and premature deaths.

https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/about/theme
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org
https://trello.com/c/12edIVal
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Statistics help us grasp the 
magnitude of the issue: 99 % 
of people worldwide breathe 
polluted air; air pollution was 
responsible for 8.1 million deaths 
in 2021, with over 90% associated 
with noncommunicable diseases; 
and more than 700,000 children 
under five deaths were from 
causes related to household and 
outdoor air pollution. 

But if we act now, we can halve 
global crop losses from air 
pollutants by 2050. Reducing 
emissions of methane, an 
important greenhouse gas and 
air pollutant, could save between 
USD 4 billion to USD 33 billion.

https://www.stateofglobalair.org/resources/report/state-global-air-report-2024
https://www.ccacoalition.org/content/short-lived-climate-pollutants-and-food-security
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Despite the significant 
harm air pollution causes, 
and the benefits that 
addressing it would 
harness, clean air 
efforts are chronically 
underfunded.

By tackling air pollution 
proactively, we can 
achieve transformative 
change and secure 
healthy air for all.

https://www.cleanairfund.org/resources/
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“Investing in clean air saves 
lives, combats climate change, 
strengthens economies, 
builds fairer societies, and 
advances the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

On International Day of Clean 
Air for blue skies, let’s invest 
now so we can breathe easy 
knowing we are securing a 
healthier planet for all.”

Antonio Guterres
Secretary General of the 
United Nations

Secretary General’s 
message for 2024

https://www.un.org/en/observances/clean-air-day/messages
https://www.un.org/en/observances/clean-air-day/messages
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“On International Day of Clean Air for blue 
skies, the UN is calling on the world to 
“Invest in #CleanAirNow”.  
  
We are asking nations, regions and cities 
to establish robust air quality standards. 
Back renewable energy and sustainable 
transport. Hold industry to account with 
strict emission standards. Integrate air 
quality into climate action. 
  
We are asking for strong funding: through 
redirecting fossil fuel subsidies, through 
grants or microloans for cleaner cooking 
technologies, and through serious private 
sector engagement and investment.” 

Inger Anderson
Executive Director of UNEP
Under Secretary General

UNEP Executive Director 
message for 2024

https://youtu.be/YN5X1xIxmg4
https://youtu.be/YN5X1xIxmg4


BUILDING THE GLOBAL MOVEMENT

The Day sparked widespread interest, with strong participation and 
engagement from around the world. Highlights from the campaign 
month of September are:

Over 35,000 page views, marking a 10% increase 
compared to the previous year. The most visited 
sections were “Causes of Air Pollution” and the 
“Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)” pages, indicating 
a strong interest in understanding the issue.

The most engaged audience group was between the 
ages of 18 and 24, reflecting a notable rise in youth 
engagement and their concern for air quality.

The top two most downloaded resources from the 
website were the Practical Guide and the Brand Guide. 
Both were also distributed as files and shared through 
the campaign’s Trello board for broader accessibility.
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A Web of Information

The website was enhanced 
with fresh content and up-to-
date information, aligning with 
this year’s theme. This includes 
details on events, communication 
resources, sections on clean 
air and its links to the SDGs, a 
Frequently Asked Questions 
section, as well as featured 
updates from partners, media, and 
stakeholders globally.

Additionally, the Air Pollution 
Action Note has been revised by 
the Climate and Clean Air Coalition 
(CCAC) and UNEP, incorporating 
updated data on air quality and 
health impacts.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleanairblueskies.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C382cc15f8d214009689608dce12ed332%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638632838439736161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VqpzJteok7W8KdkaGDvt8TKyPaIrzFxBCztZkZnmFWQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleanairblueskies.org%2Fes%2Fdid-you-know%2Fcausas-de-la-contaminacion-del-aire&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C382cc15f8d214009689608dce12ed332%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638632838439772990%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jZ1PyG1J35xQvDkrG%2FO9OwHO6fbzA4Dg6BwU8Lawwm4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cleanairblueskies.org%2Fdid-you-know%2Ffrequently-asked-questions-air-pollution&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C382cc15f8d214009689608dce12ed332%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638632838439786165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tC0zOx1hyBVwo1ENWd1MYB%2BMJGL8WpPYEc26J%2FefFFM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/get-involved/practical-guide
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/get-involved/brand-guide
https://trello.com/b/vxwRFJe2/international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies-2024
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/get-involved/registered-events
https://trello.com/b/vxwRFJe2/international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies-2024
https://trello.com/b/vxwRFJe2/international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies-2024
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/did-you-know/clean-air-sdgs
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/did-you-know/frequently-asked-questions-air-pollution
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/featured-updates
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/featured-updates
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.ccacoalition.org
https://www.unep.org/topics/air
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Telling the story

Numerous articles and stories were produced in the 
build up to and on the Day to spotlight the issue of air 
pollution, especially focusing on its theme, bringing it 
to the forefront of attention.

A total of 9 stories were published on the Day’s 
official website, covering key issues like the deadly 
impact of cooking smoke, air quality management 
in Asia and Africa, and innovations such as low-cost 
sensors and vehicle emissions testing. Spanning 
multiple regions, these stories highlight global efforts 
to improve air quality and protect public health.

A total of 18 associated events were observed by 
UNEP and UN entities, and an additional 147 events 
were organised by governments, cities, finance 
institutions, businesses, NGOs, academia, and the 
civil society.

All content was produced in multiple languages, 
including English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, 
Russian, Kiswahili, and Portuguese.

https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/news-stories
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/latest/news-stories
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/get-involved/registered-events
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JOINING FORCES TO INVEST IN #CLEANAIRNOW

On Clean Air Day 2024, people from various backgrounds 
across the world came together for the global observance, 
including governments, non-profit organizations, businesses, 
and individuals alike. As part of the observance, a variety of 
interactive and educational materials were launched, including:

 ■ A video explainer titled Why Dirty Air Costs Us Trillions, 
shedding light on the economic impacts of air pollution.

 ■ A Public Service Announcement (PSA) video shot across 
three continents, urging individuals, businesses, and 
governments to invest in clean air now and take urgent 
action against air pollution’s global impacts.

 ■ A powerful video speech from UNEP’s Executive Director, 
calling for immediate global action to tackle air pollution.

 ■ The interactive “Meet the Super Pollutants”, explaining how 
they are wreaking havoc on human health by negatively 
affecting air quality and exacerbating the climate crisis.

 ■ A curated Spotify playlist for Clean Air Day, amplifying the 
call for change with tunes that inspire action and remind us 
of the importance of clean air.

https://www.unep.org/interactives/super-pollutants/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GMyG6Uq5kg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GMyG6Uq5kg&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39kyeYrEWIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=39kyeYrEWIc
https://youtu.be/YN5X1xIxmg4
https://www.unep.org/interactives/super-pollutants/
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1mHqrGiUHpoeFg8uEGmOkO?si=ed4045d583df4849
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1mHqrGiUHpoeFg8uEGmOkO?si=ed4045d583df4849
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THE STATE OF GLOBAL AIR: 
THE POLLUTION ACTION NOTE

The Pollution Action Note, 
which was first launched in 2021, 
is further updated to include the 
most current data. Since then, 
the Pollution Action Note has 
been referenced at the world’s 
leading environmental agencies 
and new media outlets and is 
one of the most popular web 
pages among UNEP website.

DATA YOU NEED TO KNOW

 ■ Air pollution caused 8.1 million premature deaths in 2021, 
including 709,000 among children under the age of five.

 ■ Nearly the entire global population (99%) breathes air that 
fails to meet safety standards, leading to widespread illness, 
deepening social inequalities, and stalling economic progress.

 ■ The second-leading risk factor for early death globally is air 
pollution, surpassing tobacco. 

 ■ Air pollution costs the global economy USD 8.1 trillion 
annually (6.1% of global GDP).

 ■ Reducing super pollutants could slow global warming by up 
to 0.5°C by 2050.

 ■ Limiting methane emissions could prevent 255,000 
premature deaths, save 73 billion hours of labour annually, 
and avoid 26 million tonnes of crop losses.

 ■ A 20% reduction in PM2.5 could lead to a 16% increase in 
employment growth and 33% increase in productivity.

 ■ Less than 1% of global funds go towards clean air projects.

 ■ 95% of the world’s population lives in a country that is 
party to an international agreement specifically targeting 
air pollution.

https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://trello.com/c/12edIVal
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/entities/publication/c96ee144-4a4b-5164-ad79-74c051179eee
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/550b7a9b-4d1f-5d2f-a439-40692d4eedf3/content
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/550b7a9b-4d1f-5d2f-a439-40692d4eedf3/content
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Percent of deaths from each disease attributable to 2ne particle outdoor air pollution in 2021.

48%

Chronic
obstructive
pulmonary
disease

30%

Lower
respiratory
infections

28%

Ischemic heart
disease

27%

Stroke

19%

Tracheal,
bronchus, and
lung cancer

18%

Type 2
diabetes

14%

Neonatal
disorders

/ / / Pollution Action Note

Pollution Action Note – Data you need
to know
Air pollution is the greatest environmental threat to public health globally and accounts for
more than 8 million premature deaths every year. Air pollution and climate change are closely
linked as all major pollutants have an impact on the climate and most share common sources
with greenhouse gases. Improving our air quality will bring health, development, and
environmental beneLts.

The UNEP Pollution Action Note displays the global state of air pollution, major sources, the
impact on human health, and national efforts to tackle this critical issue.

Published 7 Sep 2021 Updated 6 Sep 2023

Home Explore Topics Air

In 2021, 99% of the world population was
living in places where the WHO’s strictest
2021 air quality guideline levels were not
met.

 

As a multiple of the WHO's guideline (5 µg/m3)

With every breath we take, we suck in tiny particles that can damage our lungs, hearts, and
brains and cause a host of other health problems. The most dangerous of these particles,
which can include anything from soot, soil dust, to sulfates, are 2ne particles 2.5 microns or
less in diameter —shortened as PM2.5.

In 2021, in response to increases in quality and quantity of evidence of air pollution impacts, the
WHO updated the PM2.5 annual mean air quality guideline to 5µg/m3, which represents clean
air as few impacts have been observed below these levels. The update halves the previous
2005 guideline level of 10µg/m3. On the way to that level, the agency also sets a series of
interim targets, air pollutant concentrations that serve as steppingstones. They are meant for
areas where air pollution is high, so governments in those areas can develop policies to reduce
air pollution that are achievable within realistic time frames.

Even though air pollution is a global problem, it disproportionately affects those living in
developing nations and particularly the most vulnerable, such as women, children and the
elderly.

CURRENT STATE

AQG

x1

IT4

2

IT3

3

IT2

5

IT1

7

Want to embed the visualizations?

Residential pollution, mostly from cooking
and heating using biomass, and generating
electricity from fossil fuels for our homes, and
transport, are the main human-made sources
of Lne particles globally. Windblown dust is
also a major source in portions of Africa and
West Asia that are close to deserts.  

Contribution of each sector to Lne particle pollution

The Lne particles that pollute our air mostly come from human activities such as burning fossil
fuels to generate electricity, transportation, waste burning, agriculture — a major source of
methane and ammonia -- and the chemical and mining industries. Natural sources include
volcanic eruptions, sea spray, soil dust, and lightning.

In developing countries, reliance on wood and other solid fuels, like raw coal for cooking,
heating and lighting, and the use of kerosene for lighting, increases air pollution in homes.

SOURCES PER SECTOR

 Residential  Transport  International shipping  Industry  Commercial

 Anthropogenic fugitive, combustion and industrial dust  Other combustion

 Remaining sources  Landscape Lres  Agricultural waste burning  Agriculture

 Waste  Solvents  Energy  Windblown dust

Africa

Asia and PaciLc

Europe

Latin America and Caribbean

North America

West Asia

Want to embed the visualizations?

Around four million seven hundred thousand
people died in 2021 from exposure to Lne
particulate outdoor air pollution, with the
highest death rates occurring in West Asia
and Africa.

 

Deaths per 100,000 people caused by Lne particle pollution

Air pollution is a major global health crisis and causes one in nine deaths worldwide. Exposure
to PM2.5 reduced average global life expectancy by approximately one year and eight months in
2021.

The deadliest illnesses linked to PM2.5 air pollution are stroke, heart disease, lung disease,
lower respiratory diseases (such as pneumonia), and cancer. High levels of Lne particles also
contribute to other illnesses, like diabetes, can hinder cognitive development in children and
also cause mental health problems.

IMPACT

20 40 60 80 100

China

India

Want to embed the visualizations?

ischemic heart disease

28% of deaths
were attributable to Lne particle
outdoor air pollution in 2021.

 

Percent of deaths from the disease that can be attributed to outdoor Lne particles

Exposure to Lne particle outdoor air pollution is the second largest risk factor for premature
death globally behind only high blood pressure, and the single largest environmental risk
factor for premature death globally. Air pollution exposure contributes to a number of key
illnesses globally but its contribution is not borne equally across the world. For example, people
living in low- and middle-income countries today are exposed to between one to four times
higher levels of air pollution than those living in high-income countries. Children are particularly
vulnerable to the damaging health effects of air pollution due to their unique susceptibility and
exposure. 26 percent of newborn deaths globally are attributed to air pollution exposure.

5% 15% 25% 35%

Want to embed the visualizations?

Government actions on air quality are
steadily growing, but implementation and
capacity gaps hinder progress towards clean
air.

 

Actions taken towards cleaner air

UNEP’s Actions on Air Quality report provides a review of policy actions being undertaken by
governments around the world to improve air quality. The report provides an assessment of
actions in key sectors that contribute to air pollution, including industrial emissions (incentives
for cleaner production), transportation (vehicle emission and fuel quality standards), solid
waste management (regulation of open burning of waste), household air pollution (incentives
for clean energy use in residential cooking and heating) and agriculture (sustainable agricultural
practices).

These sectoral measures are supported by enabling policy frameworks (including air quality
standards) and air quality management capacities. The report, therefore, includes in its
analysis: air quality management strategies, and air quality monitoring.

POLICY ACTIONS

 Target met  On track  Not met  No data

Want to embed the visualizations?

Today, 95% of the world’s population lives in a
country that is party to an international
agreement speciLcally targeting air pollution.

 

Agreement participation

 No agreements signed  Agreements signed

Want to embed the visualizations?

Over the last few decades, countries
worldwide have come together to stop the
dangerous effects of transboundary air
pollution.

 

Agreement status

Air pollutants can travel across borders and impact the air quality and ecosystems of
neighboring countries, not just where they originate. Air pollution doesn’t just jeopardize our
health and well-being: it contributes massively to climate change, threatens food security, and
makes city inhabitants unsafe. This challenge cannot be addressed through local action alone.
Regional cooperation is also required to sustainably combat the scourge of dirty air.

From Southeast Asia to the African continent and even the Arctic, more and more regions are
addressing this shared emergency, particularly by integrating monitoring, reporting, and
knowledge sharing of experience and good practices.

Still, more must be done to ensure that these agreements are implemented effectively and that
all countries have the resources to develop knowledge, tools, ground-based observations, and
data to reduce air pollution.

 Participant  Observer

UN ESCAP Regional
Action Programme on Air
Pollution

UN ECE Convention on
Long-Range
Transboundary Air
Pollution (CLRTAP)

European Union
Legislation

Intergovernmental
Network on Atmospheric
Pollution for Latin
America and Caribbean
(LAC)

West and Central Africa
Regional Framework
Agreement on Air
Pollution (Abidjan
Agreement)

Lusaka Agreement to
develop a Southern
African Development
Community Regional
Policy Framework on Air
Pollution (Lusaka
Agreement)

Acid Deposition
Monitoring Network in
East Asia (EANET)

ASEAN Agreement on
Transboundary Haze
Pollution

Eastern Africa Regional
Framework Agreement on
Air Pollution (Nairobi
Agreement)

Arctic Council

Malé Declaration on
Control and Prevention of
Air Pollution and Its Likely
Transboundary Effects
for South Asia (Malé
Declaration)

North-East Asian
Subregional Programme
for Environmental
Cooperation (NEASPEC)

US-Canada Air Quality
Agreement

See how air pollution is impacting individual
countries today and the actions they are
taking to achieve clean air.

Fine particle pollution is an important factor in deaths from type 2 diabetes, tracheal, bronchus
and lung cancer, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, stroke, ischemic heart disease,
lower respiratory infections and neonatal disorders.

Percent of deaths from each disease attributable to 2ne particle outdoor air pollution in 2021.

18%

Type 2
diabetes

16%

Tracheal,
bronchus, and
lung cancer

15%

Chronic
obstructive
pulmonary
disease

15%

Stroke

14%

Ischemic heart
disease

12%

Lower
respiratory
infections

8%

Neonatal
disorders

Chile has met all targets: clean production incentives, vehicle emission standards, sulphur level
in diesel, solid waste burning, incentives for residential cooking and heating, sustainable
agricultural practices, air quality management strategies, air quality monitoring and air quality
standards.

Actions taken towards cleaner air

Clean production
incentives

Yes

Vehicle emission
standards

Euro 4 or Higher

Sulphur level in diesel Less than 50 ppm

Solid waste burning Yes, burning of solid waste is
strictly regulated

Incentives for
residential cooking
and heating

Yes

Sustainable
agricultural practices

Yes

Air quality
management
strategies

Yes

Air quality monitoring Yes, continuous monitoring at
multiple sites

Air quality standards Yes

BY COUNTRY

23.3 µg/m3

each person's annual mean exposure
—4.7 times WHO's guideline.

26 deaths per 100,000 people
attributable to Lne particle pollution in 2019
(6700 in total in the country).

 No data  Not met  On track  Target met

Chile has signed a single agreement regarding air
quality:  

Agreement status

 Participant  Observer

Intergovernmental
Network on Atmospheric
Pollution for Latin
America and Caribbean
(LAC)

Data for PM2.5 exposure and for the percent of deaths from each disease comes from Health

Effects Institute. 2024. State of Global Air 2024. Special Report Boston, MA:Health Effects Institute;

Global Burden of Disease Study 2021. IHEM, 2024.

Data for sectors breakdown comes from McDume, E.E., Martin, R.V., Spadaro, J.V. et al. Source sector

and fuel contributions to ambient PM2.5 and attributable mortality across multiple spatial scales. Nat
Commun 12, 3594 (2021)

The data for the sector section was reaggregated from country data into UNEP regions, which are

different from the ones used in the study.

Data for policy implementations comes from Actions on Air Quality: A Global Summary of Policies and

Programmes to Reduce Air Pollution. UNEP, 2021.

The boundaries and names shown, and the designations used on these maps, do not imply omcial
endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

The UNEP Pollution Action Note has been developed with the support of the Climate and Clean Air

Coalition and with scientiLc oversight of the Science Group (SG) of the International Day of Clean Air

for blue skies.

DATA AND NOTES

Each square is a country, sized by
the annual mean levels of 2ne
particular matter PM2.5, measured
in µg/m3.

Each big square is a world region,
colored by contributing sector and
sized by the annual mean levels of
2ne particular matter PM2.5,
measured in µg/m3.

Each square is a country, sized by
the total number of deaths caused
by 2ne particle pollution.

Each square is a country, the Llled
area depicts the percentage of
deaths from ischemic heart
disease attributable to Lne particle
outdoor air pollution.

Each square is a country, colored
by the number of air quality
targets met or on track.

Each square represents a country.
Hover over one to view which
agreements the country has
signed.

Chile

Current state

Sources per sector

Impact

Policy actions

By country

Data and notes
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See how air pollution 
is impacting individual 
countries today and the 
actions they are taking 

to achieve clean air

https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
https://www.unep.org/interactives/air-pollution-note/
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LET’S TALK ABOUT IT

This year’s campaign and communication materials 
reached 2.6M users globally, with 47,5K actively 
engaging with content across all channels. Videos 
played a key role, attracting a total of 271K views. 
The most engaging content varied by platform: 
on Instagram, the “Roles in Fighting Air Pollution” 
carousel performed best, reaching 1.1 million 
users and generating 4,100 engagements. On X 
(formerly Twitter), ED Inger Andersen’s speech 
video garnered 14,500 views, while “Roles in 
Fighting Air Pollution” carousel reached 44,300 
users. Facebook’s standout was the “Hidden Cost 
of Ignoring Air Pollution” carousel as well, which 
drove 1,060 engagements and reached 9,100 users, 
and on LinkedIn, the same content achieved 3,8K 
engagements and reached 340K.

The campaign saw a 753% increase in organic reach 
compared to 2023, indicating stronger reliance on 
authentic, unpaid engagement. “Organic reach” 
refers to the number of people who see content 
naturally—without the use of paid promotions—
through direct shares, interactions, and the 
platform’s algorithm, underscoring the growing 
interest from audiences.

UNEP partnered with Beijing Airport to showcase an 80-panel 
exhibition (40 in English, 40 in Chinese) highlighting the health, 
environmental, and economic impacts of air pollution, engaging 
travellers with key clean air messages.

https://trello.com/b/vxwRFJe2/international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies-2024
https://www.instagram.com
https://tinyurl.com/4c5s724h
https://twitter.com/UNEP
https://tinyurl.com/23chz6e5
https://tinyurl.com/23chz6e5
https://x.com/UNEP/status/1832282652646502743
https://x.com/UNEP/status/1832282652646502743
https://www.facebook.com/unep
https://tinyurl.com/2s39ffpf
https://tinyurl.com/2s39ffpf


Th
e 

fi
ft

h
 In

te
rn

at
io

n
al

 D
ay

 o
f C

le
an

 A
ir

 fo
r 

b
lu

e 
sk

ie
s

O
b

se
rv

at
io

n
 R

ep
or

t

14

INFLUENTIAL VOICES LEND THEIR SUPPORT:

Several influential figures and organizations 
joined the community of action to amplify 
#WorldCleanAirDay messages —each lending 
their substantial reach to the urgent need for 
#CleanAirNow.

Support from across the UN and international 
institutions system was strong, with key accounts 
such as the UN main account, WHO , World 
Meteorological Organization (WMO), World Bank , 
as well as contributions from the UN Collaborative 
Programme on Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (UN-REDD)  
UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(UN DESA), UN Economic Commission for Europe 
(UNECE), and many more.

Prominent voices, such as UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres and the Director of the UN 
University Institute for Water, Environment & 
Health (who also published an article in Forbes), 
stressed the urgent need to tackle air pollution and 
emphasized the importance of investing in clean air.

Beyond the UN system, the call for #CleanAirNow 
resonated widely. C40 Cities, ClientEarth, EU 
Environment, the World Resources Institute (WRI), 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, Clean Air Fund, and Moms 

Clean Air Force - all leveraged their platforms to advocate 
for immediate action. Relevant stakeholders like NASA 
Earth’s, Dr. Lucky Tran’s (director of science communication 
at Columbia) Greenpeace, and the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) further amplified the message.

Several government and state accounts joined the 
conversation, including Canada’s Chief of Public Health, 
Finland’s Ministry of Environment, the Republic of Korea 
Ministry of Environment, and the US Department of State. 
Each highlighted the importance of clean air through 
targeted messages to their audiences.

High-profile supporters, including UNEP’s Goodwill 
Ambassador Dia Mirza, Chef Leyla and Antoinette Taus, 
further expanded the campaign’s reach.

https://x.com/UN/status/1832449498821587274
https://x.com/WHO/status/1832295281607475349
https://x.com/WMO/status/1832388560508375419
https://x.com/WMO/status/1832388560508375419
https://x.com/WorldBank/status/1832328132285673727
https://x.com/unredd/status/1833779538389520487
https://x.com/unredd/status/1833779538389520487
https://x.com/unredd/status/1833779538389520487
https://x.com/UNDESA/status/1832388349862236376
https://x.com/UNECE/status/1831989571543798074
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_mF32ovyMM/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_mF32ovyMM/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://x.com/KavehMadani/status/1832242141654851851
https://x.com/KavehMadani/status/1832242141654851851
https://x.com/KavehMadani/status/1832242141654851851
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kavehmadani/2024/09/06/the-world-is-not-prepared-for-the-sand-and-dust-storms-crisis/
https://x.com/c40cities/status/1832039993939808640
https://x.com/ClientEarth/status/1832373403648418162
https://x.com/EU_ENV/status/1832320398421098877
https://x.com/EU_ENV/status/1832320398421098877
https://x.com/WorldResources/status/1832373249667383638
https://x.com/BloombergDotOrg/status/1832540425711673693
https://x.com/CleanAirFund/status/1831984581270004198
https://x.com/CleanAirMoms/status/1828099187545608489
https://x.com/CleanAirMoms/status/1828099187545608489
https://x.com/NASAEarth/status/1832433650387841176
https://x.com/NASAEarth/status/1832433650387841176
https://www.instagram.com/p/C_oTJ2PyK9Y/
https://www.instagram.com/p/C-l7FIFszaE/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/world-economic-forum_worldcleanairday-health-environment-activity-7238169459360747520-wAzv/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://x.com/CPHO_Canada/status/1832418940451992026
https://x.com/yministerio/status/1831957518685499611
https://x.com/mevpr/status/1831583876583715094
https://x.com/mevpr/status/1831583876583715094
https://x.com/SciDiplomacyUSA/status/1832045498867290527
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C_msNtXSKLg/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C_nBt3QIjIt/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C_ukhwtikYz/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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IN THE NEWS

Between September 1-20, media coverage remained 
robust, with extensive reporting across various 
outlets, countries, and languages as part of the 
Day’s global observance. Over 1,067 articles on clean 
air were published in 615 media outlets across 79 
countries and in 17 languages, reflecting substantial 
media attention. The highest coverage was observed 
in India, China, Venezuela, the US, the UK, and Russia, 
showcasing the widespread relevance and urgency of 
addressing air pollution globally.

Coverage from some of the main global news media 
outlets included:

• State Grid initiates green ark program in 
action to mark International Day of Clean Air 
for blue skies (Global Times)

• World Clean Air Day: UN Calls for clean air 
investment (Sustainability Magazine)

• Día del Aire Limpio: Gobiernos deben abordar 
la contaminación (Al Momento)

•	 花1元治空⽓，可换来3.5元回报｜国际清洁空⽓蓝天
⽇(今⽇头条)

Two op-eds recently highlighted the economic 
benefits of tackling air pollution and the cost 
of inaction. In Down to Earth and CGTN, Sheila 
Aggarwal-Khan, Director of UNEP’s Industry and 
Economy Division, emphasized that investing 
in clean air solutions pays off through improved 
health, environmental outcomes, and economic 
growth. On 10 September, Dechen Tsering, 
Director of UNEP’s Asia-Pacific Office, authored a 
second op-ed in KiriPost, focusing on the urgent 
need to address Cambodia’s air quality issues 
and the high costs of inaction in Southeast Asia.

Sheila Aggarwal-Khan, 
Director of UNEP’s Industry 
and Economy Division

Dechen Tsering, Director of 
UNEP’s Asia-Pacific Office

https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319418.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319418.shtml
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202409/1319418.shtml
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/the-international-day-of-clean-air
https://sustainabilitymag.com/articles/the-international-day-of-clean-air
https://www.portalambiental.com.mx/calidad-del-aire/20240912/urgente-invertir-en-soluciones-contra-la-contaminacion-atmosferica-onu
https://www.portalambiental.com.mx/calidad-del-aire/20240912/urgente-invertir-en-soluciones-contra-la-contaminacion-atmosferica-onu
https://www.toutiao.com/article/7411916347036238388/?wid=1726567835484
https://www.toutiao.com/article/7411916347036238388/?wid=1726567835484
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/air/international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies-why-reducing-air-pollution-pays-for-itself
https://www.unep.org/people/sheila-aggarwal-khan
https://www.unep.org/people/sheila-aggarwal-khan
https://www.unep.org/people/dechen-tsering
https://kiripost.com/stories/the-investment-case-for-clean-air-action
https://www.unep.org/people/sheila-aggarwal-khan
https://www.unep.org/people/dechen-tsering


STRENGTHENING MULTILATERAL ACTION TO 
TACKLE AIR POLLUTION GLOBALLY

On March 1, during the sixth session of the United 
Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-6), a 
landmark resolution titled “Promoting regional 
cooperation on air pollution to improve air quality 
globally” (UNEP/EA.6/Res.10) was adopted. The 
resolution calls for for stronger regional cooperation 
and the development of comprehensive national 
programs and standards to combat air pollution.

In response, the CCAC launched the Air Quality 
Management Exchange Platform (AQMx), a 
resource hub designed to support air quality 
professionals globally. AQMx offers tools and 
guidance aligned with World Health Organization 
(WHO) Air Quality Guidelines, addressing critical 
areas like monitoring, emissions inventories, and 
health impact assessments, to help countries close 
capacity gaps and meet global air quality targets.

Welcome to AQMx
Air Quality Management Exchange Platform

AQMx is designed to be a ‘one stop shop’ for technical tools
and models, data, and knowledge to build capacity among air
quality managers worldwide.  Read more 

Curated Guidance  Resource Exchange Library 

Curated Guidance

For each area of air quality management, you will <nd
here the 10 key activities you need to undertake,
depending on your stage of engagement

Explore Curated Guidance 

Air Quality Monitoring  Source Attribution 

Emission Inventory  Health Impact Assessment 

Sustainable Development  
Bene=ts Assessment

 Decision Support 

Public Engagement and
Communication

 Legal Framework, Policy
Design and Implementation



Resource
Exchange Library

You will <nd here a curated list of air quality management resources,
where you will be able to access the guidance most relevant to your
needs  and context, using the search box and advanced set of <lters.

See more resources 

Communicating on
climate change and…
health: Toolkit for
health professionals
2024

Guidelines, Tools & Models

The State of Global Air
Quality Funding 2024
2024

Reports, Case Studies & A…

Mastering Urban
Vehicle Access…
Regulations for
Sustainable Cities
(UVARs)

2024

Online Training & Resourc…

Beat the Heat: Child
Health Amid…
Heatwaves in Europe
and Central Asia
2024

Reports, Case Studies & A…

Breathless Beginnings:
Policies to Protect…
Children from Air
Pollution in Europe and
Central Asia

2024

Reports, Case Studies & A…

813
Resources

16
Themes

532
Organizations

 

AQMx is the one stop shop for guidance on
air quality management - The solution centre
for:
 

Sitemap

About

AQMx Resource Exchange Library

Curated Guidance
About Curated Guidance
Air Quality Monitoring
Source Attribution
Emissions Inventory
Health Impact Assessment
Sustainable Development Bene<ts Assessment
Decision Support
Public Engagement and Communication
Legal Framework, Policy Design and Implementation

Why take action

Get involved

Legal

Terms of Use
Privacy
Report Project Concern
Report Scam
Contact Us

Home Resource Exchange Library Why Take Action Get Involved  AboutCurated Guidance English Search
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https://www.unep.org/environmentassembly/unea6?%2Fes%2Funea6=
https://undocs.org/UNEP/EA.6/Res.10
https://undocs.org/UNEP/EA.6/Res.10
https://www.ccacoalition.org
https://aqmx.org
https://www.who.int/news-room/feature-stories/detail/what-are-the-who-air-quality-guidelines


INVESTING IN CLEAN AIR AROUND THE WORLD

Over 150 live and online events lit up the 
globe, from Medellín and Mexico City to New 
York and Atlanta, Riyadh and Erbil, Nairobi 
and Kampala, and all the way to Beijing and 

Paris. Governments, cities, businesses, NGOs, 
academia, civil society, and individuals all 
participated actively, contributing to the day ‘s 
global impact.

Numerous actions were taken by governments, cities, finance, businesses,
NGOs, academia, civil society and individuals.

Browse the map to see the actions taken near you.

Disclaimer

Invest in #CleanAirNow
Register Your Event

R E G I S T E R  E V E N T S

UNEP WeChat

For a list of official UN events, please visit the Associated Events page.

7 September 2024

This International Day of Clean Air for blue
skies, learn more about air pollution, its
impact on health and environment, and

actions you can take. Let's come together
and Invest in #CleanAirNow for

transformative changes.

Partners

Media Centre

Contact

Subscribe

#WorldCleanAirDay

    

    

© Mapbox © OpenStreetMap Improve this map © Maxar

UNEP/Duncan Moore

Registered Events

           EN
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https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/get-involved/registered-events
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/get-involved/registered-events


Participants at the China Efforts to Tackle Air Pollution in 
Shougang Park 
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ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

UNEP hosted a series of events in the Conference 
Centre in Bangkok and virtually. The main event on 
September 6 was the Asia-Pacific Commemoration 
of the 5th International Day of Clean Air for blue 
skies. It included “Voices from the Youth,” led by 
UNICEF Thailand, and a panel discussion on financial 
strategies and the multidimensional benefits of clean 
air investments.

On September 5, associated events were organized 
by UNEP, UNESCAP, Clean Air Asia, and the Hub of 
Talents on Air Pollution and Climate, with support 
from the Embassy of the Republic of Korea. These 
events included: Mobilizing Finance to Accelerate Air 
Quality and Climate Change Co-Benefits for Asian 
Cities, highlighting best practices for long-term 
funding plans, and Invest in Solutions to Reduce 
Open Burning for Clean Air, focusing on financial 
mechanisms and policies to eliminate open burning 
of biomass and agricultural crop residue.

On September 4, UNEP, the Embassy of the Republic 
of Korea, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, 
and the Korea International Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA) jointly organized Air Pollution Dashboard 
Donation Event for local schools.

In Beijing, UNEP Office in China hosted a session 
on September 5 at Shougang Park titled China’s 
Efforts to Tackle Air Pollution, which discussed 
local and national policies aimed at improving 
air quality and reducing environmental damage. 
With online and virtual participants, the events 
in Bangkok and Beijing reached approximately 
280 attendees.

https://www.unep.org/regions/asia-and-pacific
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/asia-pacific-commemoration-5th-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/asia-pacific-commemoration-5th-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/asia-pacific-commemoration-5th-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/asia-pacific-commemoration-5th-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/asia-pacific-commemoration-5th-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/asia-pacific-commemoration-5th-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
https://www.unep.org/events/unep-event/asia-pacific-commemoration-5th-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
https://china.un.org/en/277749-2024-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
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NORTH AMERICA

Together with the CCAC and World Resources 
Institute (WRI), UNEP hosted a hybrid event 
on September 5 in Washington, D.C., to 
highlight the urgency of both national and 
global action on air quality. The event, with 
nearly 250 participants, raised awareness 
about the urgency of national and global 
action to improve air quality. Jennifer 
Littlejohn from the U.S. State Department 
delivered keynote remarks, and John Haynes 
from NASA presented air quality satellite tools.

A panel discussion on cross-border 
collaboration to reduce air pollution followed, 
featuring speakers from UNEP, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and 
the United Kingdom government. Speakers at the UNEP North America event in Washington, D.C.

https://www.unep.org/regions/north-america
https://www.wri.org/events/2024/9/5th-annual-international-day-clean-air-blue-skies
https://x.com/SciDiplomacyUSA/status/1832045498867290527
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NEW YORK

On September 5, UNEP hosted an event 
at the UN Headquarters, focusing on local 
air quality issues in the South Bronx, New 
York City. The event brought together 
50 representatives from Member States, 
including the Republic of Korea, Chile, and 
South Africa, alongside key stakeholders 
such as UNICEF, Columbia University 
and South Bronx Unite, environmental 
advocates, public health activists and 
pollution experts. Discussions centred on 
the need for increased cooperation and 
investment in clean air solutions to address 
the health and environmental challenges 
faced by communities in urban areas. 

New York UN Headquarters event for Clean Air Day

https://www.unep.org/regions/new-york-office
https://x.com/UNEP_NYO/status/1833281985394991230
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AFRICA

UNEP hosted an online event on August 28, 
Improving Urban Air Quality through Sustainable 
Waste Management in African Cities, with around 
50 participants, including UNEP’s Deputy Director 
for Africa. The webinar highlighted Africa’s efforts 
to achieve clean air through sustainable waste 
management, in line with AMCEN’s resolution to 
eliminate open waste burning by 2040

In partnership with the Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC), South Africa’s Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE), 
Stockholm Environment Institute (SEI), African Group 
on Atmospheric Sciences (ANGA), African Union 
Commission (AUC), and the National Association 
of Clean Air (NACA), UNEP organized a hybrid 
session at the NACA conference in South Africa. This 
workshop, with over 125 participants, focused on 
decision support tools for air quality management, 
aiming to empower stakeholders across government, 
academia, civil society, and the private sector to 
improve air quality in the SADC region.

Additionally, UNEP partnered with Moja Expressway, 
SEI, Athletics Kenya, and ROAM Electric to organize 
a press briefing, spotlighting the integration of 
electric vehicles and air quality monitoring during the 
Nairobi City Marathon. Real-time pollution data was 
displayed, and a tree-planting ceremony followed.

Live pollution data tracked throughout the Nairobi City Marathon.

https://www.unep.org/regions/africa
https://www.ccacoalition.org/events/improving-urban-air-quality-through-sustainable-waste-management-cities-africa
https://engineeringx.raeng.org.uk/programmes/safer-end-of-engineered-life/open-burning-of-waste/partnerships/multi-stakeholder-partnership
https://engineeringx.raeng.org.uk/programmes/safer-end-of-engineered-life/open-burning-of-waste/partnerships/multi-stakeholder-partnership
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/african-environment-ministers-vow-end-plastic-pollution-eliminate
https://sites.google.com/naca.org.za/conference2024/naca-2024
https://sites.google.com/naca.org.za/conference2024/programme/full-programme?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/naca.org.za/conference2024/programme/full-programme?authuser=0
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=HeCjHNIK9x8
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LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN

On September 6, an hybrid event took 
place in Mexico, organized by the 
Ministries of Environment and Natural 
Resources (SEMARNAT) and Health, 
in collaboration with the National 
Institute of Ecology and Climate Change 
(INECC) and the National Center for 
Preventive Programs and Disease Control 
(CENAPRECE), with support from the Pan 
American Health Organization (PAHO) and 
the office. This event was joined by more 
than 270 attendees.

Additionally, UNEP hosted a virtual 
workshop titled Edit-a-thon: International 
Day of Clean Air for blue skies. The event 
aimed to equip participants with the 
skills to contribute content to Wikipedia, 
addressing knowledge gaps on air quality 
topics. Participants engaged in interactive 
sessions, enhancing their understanding 
of how to improve the visibility of key 
concepts related to UNEP’s work.

The hybrid event in Mexico focused on healthcare costs of air pollution, investments in 
air quality monitoring, green energy, and the transport sector.

https://www.unep.org/regions/latin-america-and-caribbean
https://www.facebook.com/share/m3R4oubkNq9JnsFj/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fes.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FEditat%25C3%25B3n&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C9411ecbce64440f0c84d08dcc7723228%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638604540477364090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TgsZVcnz5p%2FjKEwvcDUqAAseSBak1MIFNadfa5O89bU%3D&reserved=0
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EUROPE 

Together with the Ministry of Ecology 
of Uzbekistan, Uzhydromet, the Zamin 
International Public Foundation, WHO, UNECE 
and the Finnish Meteorological Institute, UNEP 
hosted a virtual roundtable on September 
6: Measures to Improve Air Quality to 
Reduce Risks to the Environment and Public 
Health. The event brought together experts, 
government agencies, and international 
organizations to discuss strategies for 
improving air quality and reducing 
environmental and public health risks.

The third Air Quality Central Asia (AQCA) 
Platform was held in Astana, Kazakhstan, 
on September 19-20, bringing together over 
85 participants to discuss regional efforts to 
improve air quality. The hybrid event covered 
topics such as air quality monitoring, sand and 
dust storms, health impacts of air pollution, 
regulations, and nature-based solutions, 
with participation from key civil society 
organizations from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
and Tajikistan. Highlights from the third Air Quality Central Asia (AQCA) Platform in Astana, 

uniting regional efforts to improve air quality.

https://www.unep.org/regions/europe
https://zaminfoundation.ngo/ru/events-info/bcb11f27-1ff5-4eb0-b271-3e8210fab400?from=events
https://zaminfoundation.ngo/ru/events-info/bcb11f27-1ff5-4eb0-b271-3e8210fab400?from=events
https://zaminfoundation.ngo/ru/events-info/bcb11f27-1ff5-4eb0-b271-3e8210fab400?from=events
https://aqcaplatform.asia/events/16
https://x.com/UNEP_Europe/status/1836728480551117033
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WEST ASIA

The UNEP Regional Director for West 
Asia gave an interview to Al Ghad, 
emphasizing the global responsibility 
to invest in clean air. Awareness 
materials were distributed to UNICs 
and government agencies, with 
countries like Qatar or the UAE calling 
for collaborative efforts from both 
governments and citizens to improve 
air quality.

https://www.unep.org/regions/west-asia
https://www.unep.org/regions/west-asia
https://www.unep.org/regions/west-asia
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Falghad.com%2FSection-199%2F%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25BA%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B1%25D8%25AF%25D9%2586%25D9%258A%2F%25D8%25AF%25D9%258A%25D9%2585%25D8%25A7%25D8%25B3%25D9%258A-%25D9%2584%25D9%2580-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25BA%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25AA%25D9%2584%25D9%2588%25D8%25AB-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%2587%25D9%2588%25D8%25A7%25D8%25A1-%25D9%2585%25D9%2586-%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A%25D9%2586-%25D8%25A3%25D8%25B4%25D8%25AF-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AA%25D8%25AD%25D8%25AF%25D9%258A%25D8%25A7%25D8%25AA-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B5%25D8%25AD%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25A8%25D9%258A%25D8%25A6%25D9%258A%25D8%25A9-%25D8%25AE%25D8%25B7%25D9%2588%25D8%25B1%25D8%25A9-%25D9%2581%25D9%258A-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25B9%25D8%25B5%25D8%25B1-%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D8%25AD%25D8%25A7%25D9%2584%25D9%258A-1803675&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C6edcce4bb6dd4a484cd008dcd7464de0%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638621944167113113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NQEVmvOjn%2Bg8GTq78Vi9nmq7ftGJ%2Bh6SDDehdHZm45c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fp%2FC_m1Rz2sDAP%2F%3Figsh%3DbXVseml5N2VzazE%253D&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C6edcce4bb6dd4a484cd008dcd7464de0%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638621944167140694%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Nj8CkjnfjpgQOydByLbTPm9Qu5pCnNdkj%2BaabImngfA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2FMoCCaEUAE%2Fstatus%2F1832350051689021727&data=05%7C02%7Cjulia.codinasariols%40un.org%7C6edcce4bb6dd4a484cd008dcd7464de0%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638621944167147306%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hFKNbSga6KsDa%2FyIrOgZOqJ7ApuhZnnGTlKbxvBr9hQ%3D&reserved=0


Th
e 

fi
ft

h
 In

te
rn

at
io

n
al

 D
ay

 o
f C

le
an

 A
ir

 fo
r 

b
lu

e 
sk

ie
s

O
b

se
rv

at
io

n
 R

ep
or

t

25

Leading Coordinating Partners

Collaborating Agencies

Funding Partners

We would like to acknowledge Funding 
Partners the contribution made by 
all our partners who supported the 
observance of the International Day of 
Clean Air for blue skies.

There was large scale participation 
across different government bodies, UN 
agencies and key partners to make this 
Day a resounding success.

Resources were contributed by the 
Ministry of Environment, Republic of 
Korea. Coordination for the Day is led 
by UNEP’s Pollution and Health Unit, 
UNEP’s Communication Division and 
the CCAC.

https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/partners
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/partners
https://www.cleanairblueskies.org/partners


For further information: 

Atif Butt
Chief, Public Advocacy & Communication
United Nations Environment Programme
atif.butt@un.org

Soraya Smaoun 
Coordinator - Air Quality, Pollution and Health Unit
United Nations Environment Programme
soraya.smaoun@un.org

Emphasizing the need to make further efforts to improve air quality, including reducing air pollution, to protect human health; 
acknowledging that improving air quality can enhance climate change mitigation and that climate change mitigation efforts can 
improve air quality; the United Nations General Assembly decided to designate 7 September as the International Day of Clean Air 
for blue skies. The inaugural observance was marked in 2020, calling for global action to beat air pollution.

mailto:soraya.smaoun@un.org

