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1. At the Extraordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties (Athens, 1984) one delegation requested that
information on the Regional Seas Programmes be presented as part of the Executive Director's Report
(UNEP/IG.49/5, para. 28).

2. In response to that request, the relevant section of the Annual Report oof the Executive Director for 1984
(UNEP/IG. 13/2) are reproduced below.

Regional Seas (Budget Subline 5102)

3. Although it is recognized that the problems of the oceans are global in nature, the strategy adopted by UNEP
has been to contribute to their solution through globally co-ordinated regional programmes, all based upon the
same general policy, strategy and methodology while being adapted to the specific needs of each region. 
Since the twelfth session of the Governing Council the Regional Sea Programme Activity Centre has been
pursuing activities in 10 regions involving more than 120 coastal States, more than 30 global and regional
organizations and a network of approximately 250 national institutions (see figure V).  By the end of 1984
action plans had been adopted in eight regions and regional conventions signed in six.  Preparations for the
adoption of one more action plan and two more conventions were significantly advanced in 1984.  UNEP
provides overall co-ordination for the regional seas programme and serves as the secretariat for four action
plans and three conventions.

4. Kuwait Action Plan region.  UNEP continued to assist the Regional Organization for the Protection of the
Marine Environment to co-ordinate the implementation of four major projects in co-operation with IAEA,
IOC, IUCN and UNESCO, and to prepare for negotiations ona protocol on prevention of pollution from
land-based sources.  The Marine Emergency Mutual Aid Centre in Bahrain convened a number of technical
meetings in 1984 to formulate programmes of surveillance to determine the extent of pollution.  UNEP
provided assistance to those meetings and technical advice on the formulation of national and regional
contingency plans.

5. Wider Caribbean region.  The first ratification of the Convention for the Protection and Development of the
Marine Environment of the Wider Caribbean Region and its Protocol Concerning Co-operation in Combating
Oil Spills was received.  A total of 10 projects approved by the Monitoring Committee at its third meeting
were negotiated with 11 organizations or governments for implementation during 1984 and 1985.  The
orijects deal with marine pollution monitoring and control, oil spill preparedness planning, environmental
educationa dn public awareness, tourism development and environmental management, environmental impact
assessment of industrial projects, environmental training and protected natural areas and endangered wildlife
species.  The projects are being implemented in co-operation with ECLAC, the Environmental Training
Network for Latine America and the Caribbean, IMO, IOC, PAHO, IUCN, the Caribbean Community, the
Caribbean Conservation Association and the Governments of Cuba and Mexico.  Most of the financning for
the project has come from the Caribbean Trust Fund.

6. West and Central African region.  The Convention for Co-operating in the Protection and Development of
the Marine and Coastal Environment of the West and Central African Region and the protocol Concerning
Co-operation in Combating Pillution in Cases of Emergency lentered into force on 5 August 1984. 
Implementation of priority projects dealing with contingency planning for pollution emergencies, marine
pollution research and monitoring and coastal erosion control continued in l984 in co,-operation with FAO,
UNESCO, IOC, WHO, IMO land IAEA.
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7. East African region.  A second meeting of experts was convened in Nairobi in October 1984 to complete
negotiations on a regional convention for the protection, management and development of the marine and
coastal environment of the region, a protocol concerning protected areas and wild fauna and flora, and a
protocol concerning co-operation in combating marine pollution in cases of emergency.  The experts reached
consensus on nearly all of the provisions of the convention and protocols, and recommended that a
conference of plenipotentiaries should be convened in mid-1985 to adopt the final texts of the action plan and
the three legal agreements.  They also considered the institutional and financial arrangements that would need
to be adopted by governments to support the co-ordination and implementation of the regional programme.

8. East Asian Seas region.  The Action Plan is built around five major projects co-ordinated by the national
institutions of the participating States:  assessment of levels of pollutants and their effects on the marine and
coastal environment, study of coral resources and their protection from pollution, research on the toxicity of
oil and oil dispersants, development of regional data exchange systems and the study of maritime
meteorological phenomena influencing the environment of the region.  The projects are financed by the East
Asian Seas Trust Fund, with matching funds from the Environment Fund.

9. Red Sea and Gulf of Aden region.  The Regional Convention for the Conservation of the Red Sea and Gulf of
Aden Environment and the Protocol Concerning Regional Co-operation in Combating Pollution by Oil and
Other Harmful Substances in Cases of Emergency were ratified by the Sudan.  UNEP continued its support
to marine pollution research and monitoring activities through ALECSO.

10. South Pacific region.  Negotiations continued at the expert level on a draft convention for the protection and
development of the natural resources and environment of the region and two protocols.  A large number of
projects oon research, monitoring, environmental education, training and information were initiated through
two networks of national and regional institutions, as rrecommended at a second consultative meeting of
research and training iinstitutions held in Port Moresby in January 1984.  Workshops were convened on
trace metal analysis, coastal mapping, water resources of small islands, and  marine pollution prevention,
response and control, the latter in co-operation with IMO and the United States Coast Guard.  A training
course for island broadcasters was also held.  The major costs of these activities are shared between the
governments of the region and the Environment Fund.

11. South-east Pacific region.  The programme for research on and monitoring of marine pollution from
domestic, agricultural, mining and industrial sources, invovlving 15 institutions from all five participating
States, became operational.  Global guidelines for environmental impact assessment were applied to a
case-study in Chile in co-operation with ECLAC.  Preparations have been completed for a training
course/workshop on contingency planning in co-operation with IMO.  The day-to-day co-ordinating of the
Action Plan is carried out by the Permanent Commission for the South Pacific (CPPS) in full co-operation
with UNEP.  The activities are still largely supported by the Environment Fund.
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12. South Asian Seas region.  A meeting of national focal points on the development of an action plan was
convened by UNEP, in co-operation with the South Asia Co-operative Environment Programme, in March
1984.  The meeting considered the geographical scope of the future action plan and its main objectives,
identified priority areas wh ich may be included in the plan, discussed supporting institutional and financial
arrangements and agreed uipon the preparation of studies and reviews needed for its further development. 
As requested by the meeting, UNEP assisted in the preparation of the studies and reviews.

South-west Atlantic region:  In accordance with the eishes of the Governments concerned, no activities took
place in this region in l984.

Other Regional Seas Trust Funds

13. Information on other Regional Seas Trust Funds administered by UNEP is reproduced from the Financial
Report and Accounts for the first year of the biennium 1984 - 1985 ended 31 December 1984 - Statement
III.

14. In addition it should be noted that expenditures from the Environment Fund of UNEP for Regional Seas
(budget sub-line 5102) for 1984 totalled US $1,956,917.








