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1. The Protocol concerning Co-operation in Combating Pollution of the
Mediterranean Sea by 0il and other Harmful Substances in Cases of Emergency
entered into force on 12 February 1978 and was ratified by all Contracting
Parties.

2. The subject of Co-operation in cases of emergency was discussed at the
Fourth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention for the
Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution and its Related
Protocols (Genoa, 9-13 September 1985) and relevant recommenaations
(UNEP/1G.56/5, page 24) are reproduced hereunder:

" The Contracting Parties:

1. Recommend that all Coastal States develop and adopt
. national contingency plans, which are an essential
prerequisite to building multilateral and sub-regional
arrangements for mutual assistance in cases of emergency.

2. Recommend that the Regional 0il Combating Centre develops
proposals for sub-regional co-operation arrangements in
case of emergencies involving oil pollution.

3. Request that the Director of the Regional Oil Combating
Centre, in consultation with the Parties to the Protocol,
prepare the appropriate policies in crder to reactivate
co-operation within the context of the Protocol and
establish a work programme."

3. Articles of the Protocol which cover the exchange of information are
reproduced hereunder:

(Article 6)

. " 1. Each Party undertakes to disseminate to the other Parties
information concerning:
(a) The competent national organization or authorities
responsible for combating pollution of the sea by o1l ana
other harmful substances;
{(b) The competent national authorities responsible for
receiving reports of pollution of the sea by oil and other
harmful substances and for aealing with matters concerning
measures of assistance between Partles;
{¢) New ways in which pollution of the sea by oil and other
harmful substances may be avoided, new measures of
combating pollution ana the development of research
pregrammes.
2. Parties which have agreed to exchange information directly
between themselves shall nevertheless communicate such
information to the regional centre. The latter shall
communicate this information to the other Parties and, on a
basis of reciprocity, to coastal States of the Mediterranean
Sea Area which are not Parties to this Protocol."
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{(Article 8)

" 1. Each Party shall issue instructions to the masters of ships
flying its flag and to the pilots of aircraft registered in
its territory requiring them to report by the most rapid and
adequate channels in the circumstances, and in accordance with
annex I to this Protocol, either to a Party of to the regicnal
centre:

(a) All accidents causing or likely to cause pollution of
the sea by ©il or other harmful substances;

(b) The presence, characteristics and extent of spillages
of o0il or other harmful substances observed at sea which
are likely to present a serious and imminent threat to the
marine environment or to the coast or related interests of
one or more of the Parties.

2. The information collected in accordance with paragraph 1
shall be communicated to the other Parties likely to be
affected by the pollution:

{a) By the Party which has receiveda the information, either

directly or preferably, through the regional centre; or

{b) By the regional centre.

In case of direct communication between Parties, the
regional centre shall be informea of the measures taken by
these Parties.

3. In consequence of the application of the provisions of
paragraph 2, the Parties are not bound by the obligation laid
down in article 9, paragraph 2, of the Convention.

(Article 9)

" 1. Any Party faced with a situation of the kind defined in
article 1 of this Protocol shall:
(a) Make the necessary assessments of the nature ana extend
of the casualty or emergency or, as the case may be, of the
type and approximate guantity of oil or other harmful
substances and the direction and speed of arift of the
spillages -
{b) Take every practicable measure to avoid or reauce the
effects of pollution;
(c) Immediately inform all other Parties, either directly
or through the regional centre, of these assessments and of
any action which it has taken or which it intends to take
to combat the pollution;
() Continue to observe the situation for as long as
possible and report thereon in accordance with article 8.
2. Where action is taken to combat pollution originating from
a ship, all possible measures shall be taken to safeguard the
persons present on board and, to the extent possible, the ship
itself. Any Party which takes such action shall inform the
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Crganization.”

4. The only information received by the secretariat, on sgillages of
pollutants at sea, although covering only oil, is contained in the "List of
Alerts and Accidents recorded at Regional 0il Combating Centre between August
1977 and December 1985 - List 7. Rev.4", issuea by the Regional 0il Combating
Centre. The part of the List covering the year 1985 is reproduced as an Annex
to this document. The previous version of this document, covering the period

between August 1977 and December 1984 was an information acocument at the Genca
Meeting (UNEP/IG.56/Inf.6).
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RECOMMENDATIORNS

5. The Contracting Parties shoulda without aelay implement the
recommendations of the Fourth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties, an
particular:

-~ to develop and adeopt national contingency plans, which are an
essential prerequisite to building multilateral sub-regional
arrangements for mutual assistance in cases of emergency involving

0il pollution.

6. The Contracting Parties should transmit to the secretariat all
information accounted for in articles 6, 8 and 9 of the Protocol, in
particular:

- on competent national organization or authorities responsible for
combating pollution of the sea by oil and other harmful substances,

- on competent national authorities responsible for receiving reports
of pollution of the sea by 0il and other harmful substances ana for
dealing with matters concerning measures of assistance between
Parties,

- report all accidents causing or likely to cause pollution of the sea
by oil or other harmful substances,

~ report the presence, characteristics and extent of spillages of o1l
or other harmful substances observed at sea which are likely to
present a sericus and imminent threat to the marine environment on
the coast or related interests of one or more of the Parties.
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ANNEX

LIST OF ALERTS AND ACCIDENTS RECORDED AT ROCC

between January and December 1985
(excerpt from LIST (E) 7. REV.4)
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