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The draft Protocol on co-operation in combatting pollution of the Mediterranean by

0il and other harmful substances is submitted to participants to this meeting fox 3

information onmly. It is envisaged that this Protocol might be adopted almultaneously ‘ |

v with the Framework Convention by a Conference of Plenlpotentla.rles.l

1/ UNEP/MG.2/4

GE.T5-1208



i

CINEP MG, 2/Inf . 4

"age 2 ‘ ?

DRAFT PROTOCOL :‘

o , on Co-operation in combatting Pollution ' !
a of the Mediferranean by 0il and other harmful Substances \
. in cage of Emergencies o '

THE PARTIES TC THE PRESENT PROTOCOL,
BEING PARTIES to the (reproduce here the exact title of the framework Convention
~n the Mediterranean), - .
RECOGNIZING that érave pollution of the sea by oil and other harmful substances ln
‘be Medlter:ra.nean area involves a danger for the riparian States and the marine
t.co-gystem, )
. CONSIDERING that the [active] co-operation of all the riparian States of the
? edgerranean lS called for to combat this pollution,
CONSCIO’US of the importance of the regional inter-governmental co~operation
nrovided for in Article ..... of the (title of the framework Convention),

[TAXING INTO ACCOUNT the Tnternational Convention for the Prevention of Pollution

#rom Ships, 1973, and, in particular, Article 17 thereof, as well as Resolution 22 on

%he P*omot:.on of Technical Co-~operation adopted by the Internat:.onal Conference on

Marine Pollut:.on, 1973, -

FURTHER TAKIRG INTO ACCOUNT the International Convention relating to Int'erventlcm

o the High Seas in Cases oi‘ 0il Pollutlon Casualties, 1969, as well as the Protocol

’ '-‘18.'61‘1g to .Lnterventlon on the Hn.gh Seas in Cases of Ma.r:n.ne Pollutlon by Substances ,

B

“ther than 0i1,~1973,] .
HAVE AGREED as folléws:
® - Article 1
This Protocol shall apply whenever the presence of oil or other harmful substances

!

Toiluting or threatening to pollute the sea, within the area &efined_in Article 2,
~regents a grave and imminent danger to the marine environment, coast or related
interests of one or more Contracting Parties.
l ! Article 2

For the purposes of this Protocol, the Mediterranean Sea areas means the
Y~diterranean Sea proper including the gulfs and seas therein with the boundary between

® Mediterrancan and the Black Sea constituted by the 41°N parallel and bounded to the
west by the Straits of Gibr altar at the meridian of 5°36'W.
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@ eyl substances. This ability shall include equipment, ships and manpower prepared |“|I
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Article 3 ! ot
)
For the purposes of this Protocol, the term "related interests" means the interestsml‘h |

of a riparian State directly affected or threatened and which concern, inter alia, M ..;~.j '-

|
maritime z?.ct:wltles in coastal waters, in ports or estuaries, including oo "!uiI”
fighing activities; L Co
- the touristic appeal of thé area in question; }
~ the health of the riparian populations; w
~ the preservation of living resources. . I. .

' Article 4 i
The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to maintain and promote, either 1nd1v1duallyiw

or in co-operation, their ability to combat pollution of the sea by oil and other ”w

for operaiions in case of eme-rgenoy, within or beyond the limits of their national I,“ig‘
Jurisdiction. S , .:k'.'
Article 5 ‘ i

The Contracting Parties will develop and apply either individually or in |',;‘.'il

co-operation monitoring activities covering the Mediterranean area, in order to spot and. ‘rk;;

ascertaln the extent of the discharge of oil and other harmful substances into the sea. "" i

i
Article 6 Cr l"'n

In the case of release or loss overboard of harmful substances in packages, frelght ""‘\
u#

containers, portable tanks or road and rail tank wagons, the Contracting Parties sha,ll mE”
[

co~operate [as far as practical and possible] in the salvage and recovery of such I'lihél
packages, freight containers, portable tanks or road and rail wvank wagons so as to S
minimize the danger of pollution of the marine environment. ' . i
| Article 7 fi
A regional operational cenire set up by (an international organization of ‘the .
United Nations system), accessible to all riparian States of the region, shall ;,
disseminate 1ni‘ormatlon concernings: '
(ai

(2) the competent national authority responsible for combatting pollution by oil i

and other harmful substances; "'W

. .. IR
(b) the competent national authority responsible for receiving reports of , "l!lii"

poliution by 0il and other harmful substances and for dealing with questions ||
concerning measures of mutual assistance between Contracting Parties;
(c) new ways in.which pollution by oil and other harmful substances may be , ‘}ﬂ

avoided and new measures of combatting pollution [and- development of related I,

programmes |. i i
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V? . The reglonal operatlonal centre referred to 1n Artlcle 7 shall develop and apply a i

J{communlcatlon system for redeiving,- channelling and despatchlng reports on discharges or 'fwl
“ splllages of oil-or.other harmful substances observed at sea, as well as on any 1noi&ent T JJ
‘QcauSLng or likely to"cause pollution and presenting a graVe and’ 1mm1nent danger to ﬁhe ha '}ﬂ
;Imarlne environment, coast or related interests of one or more Contracﬁlng Partles. ) wnﬁ
. ‘ Article 9 T
The Contracting Parties undertake to request the masters of ships flying their - - ‘“'W

ﬁ fl s and pilots of airceraft registered in their countries to report, without delay; to - %%
¥
" t T competent national authorities through the most rapld and adequate channels, in

| the circumstances: ) ' ‘ ‘mm
i -

- (a) all accidents causing or likely to cause pollution of the sea by 0il or other | TH
T - hermful substances; - ' ‘ rE "“;
, {b) the presence, characteristics and extent of spillages of oil or other hammful i
' substances observed at sea and which are likely to present a serious thHreat +o ST
the marine environment, coast or related interests of one or more Contracting.:-
Partiess . , o v

The reports should contain, in particular, the information provided for in Article IV of o

Protocol I of the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Shiﬁs,

1973. This information shall be communicated to the regional operational centre.

' Article 10
. The Contracting Parties undertake to I;e(;uest masters of ships and pilots of

aircraft to report without delay to the regional operational centre on significant

gspillages or discharges of oil and other harmful substances observed at sea. Such

reports should as far as possible contain the following data: time, position, wind and

gsea conditions, and kind, extent and probable source of the spill observed. The '

regional operational centre shall disseminate this information to all Contracting

Parties. .

Article 11
1. For the purpose of this Protocol, the Mediterranean area as defined in Article 2 - B
above, is divided into two basing by (a line to be defined l./)

1/ 1In this respect, two delimitations seem to be feasible:

(a) the eastern delimitation of the zones of the draft Neuillg Agreement, that

. igs to gay a line passing through the following poinkts: (a) 40"00!'N - h
182278 (b) 35°00'N - 18°27'E; (¢) 33730'4 - 25°00'E; {(4) 31°30'N - '
250915,
(p) the 20° Zact Mecidian. This dAelimitation Ls sirnle and nootg tae

inelu~izan of fhe 3 tatils 320 in fhe s b Lrain,
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2. VWhere the riparian States of a basin, Parties to this Protocol, have reached an .. ¥
agreement on their [bilateral or] multilateral co-operation in case of emergency, ' |
such an agreement shall form the basis of action envisaged in this Protocol. The. !l‘.*
(depositary of this Protocol) shall be notified of such an agreement by the : ‘:‘;:‘.}

Contracting! Parties concerned.

Parties to this Protocol, the regional operational centre, referred to in b
Articles T and 8 a'bové, ghall co—ordinat;a practical action against pollution as :
ai)propriate or if requested by the Contracting Parties threatened by pollution.

4. Any agreement as described above shall be made in such a way as to avoid any

Article 12
1. VWhen aware of a situation of the kind described in Article 1, the Contracting

Parties shall make the necessary assessments of the nature and extent of the

|
1
I
discrimination to any Contracting Party to this Protocol. | <l
[
\'
I

|

casualty or emergency or, as the case may be, of the type and approximate quantity | ,|'i

of 0il or other harmful substances and the direction and speed of drift of the I"i"“|‘
spillage. They shall take evexy possible.measure to avoid or reduce the effects Ei:'"!
of pollution.

2. The Contracting Parties concerned shall immediately inform all other Contracting ‘*'
Parties through their competent national authorities and the regional operational |
centre referred to in Articles 7 and 8, of their assessments and of any action '
which they have taken a.nd/or which they a.ntend to take in the future to combat ,!
pollution due to spillages of oil or other harmful substances. They will cont:.nue |Hi[

to observe and report, according to Articles 8 and 9, the movement of the nl""i
"l
,nu\

spillages as long as these are drifting. o ‘ \1‘
3, In case of action being taken to combat pollution, measures should be taken to |i!i

I
"H

H\ .H

safeguard the vessel and persons on board. : .'.'1‘
Artlcle 13 .‘? |l

A Contracting Party requ:.r:.ng assistance for combatting pollution by oil or other il'-ﬂ
harmful substances polluting or, threatening to pollute.its coasts may call for . ‘h
assistance - through the regional operational centre referred to in Articles T and 8 aa"*ﬂ
appropriate — from the other Contracting Parties starting with those which also aeem n,"‘
likely to be affected by the pollution. This assistance could comprise, in part:.cular, i'“ |
expert advice and the supply or making available of products or equipment. Gont:mctin@. q!ﬂ

Parties called upon 'for help in accordance with this Article shall use their best %'l‘

Uy

Ny
|

endeavours to render such assistbance.
I';‘-'i‘\
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b Article 14

Any Contractlng Party which has faken action in accordance with Article 12 of thia

I notocol shall 1nform the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultatlve Organizatlon.
" " Article 15 £ ' :
[The Contracting Parties undertake: tér-;,oonvene, es and when necessary, ad hoc |
reetings of experts, to be designated by them, in order to examine any technical
questions posed by the application of this Protocol and to formulate advice in this

~

respect, Experts from the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization and .

from other competent :Ln‘bernat.lonal organizations may be invited, the cage arising, tc;
‘marticipate in these meetings].
Article 16
.The riparian States of the Mediterranean ‘may become Parties to this Protoool, X

~ich may be open, moreover, for accession by other States desirous of being associated

~ith the aims of this Protocol, if these States have been invited so to do by at

Jzast veev.s Contracting Parties. ]
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