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Introduction

1.

The Barcelona Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region
of the Mediterranean and its related Protocols (Land-based Sources and Activities Protocol, and
the Hazardous Waste Protocol) and in particular the Strategic Programme to combat pollution
from Land Based Sources addressed the PCB phasing out and their environmental sound disposal.

The international conventions such as Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants
(POPs) counts PCBs among the substances targeted for worldwide elimination. The existing
PCBs and all equipment contaminated with PCBs have to be eliminated in an environmentally
sound manner without producing hazards for humans or the environment by 2028. PCB treatment
or disposal technology must comply with the highest safety and environmental standards and
must be capable of reducing the PCB contamination level of those pieces of equipment suitable
for re-classification below the legally permitted level of 50 ppm as well as assure that the PCB
level remains below that limit. Other global and regional conventions regulate the management of
dangerous chemicals and hazardous wastes addressing PCB such as the Basel Convention, as well
as the Rotterdam Convention.

The Regional joint meeting on environmental sound management and illegal traffic of chemicals
and hazardous waste in the Mediterranean was held in Istanbul, Turkey on 7- 9 April. The
meeting was co-organized by UNEP/MAP-Barcelona Convention, Basel Convention Secretariat
and the Horizon 2020 Initiative capacity building component through the SWIM project, and
took place at the Central Palace hotel, Istanbul, Turkey on 7- 9 April 2015.

The objectives of this Regional Meeting were:

a) Review of Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) ESM guidelines and fact sheets prepared by
the UNEP/MAP Secretariat.

b) Round table on lessons learnt, challenges and ways and means to enhance PCB and HW
ESM, including their disposal.

¢) Strengthening Mediterranean countries capacities to combat illegal trafficking of
chemicals and hazardous waste (training sessions).

Participation

5.

7.

The meeting was attended by 40 participants from the following Contracting Parties: Albania,
Algeria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel, Lebanon, Malta, Montenegro, Morocco
and Turkey. Palestine also attended the meeting as an observer.

The Secretariat of the Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP), was represented by MED POL
Programme (MED POL). Representatives of the Joint Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm Conventions, UNEP/MAP Regional Activity Centre for Sustainable Consumption and
Production (SCP/RAC), as well as of MIO-ECSDE Greece and Turkish Marine Research
Foundation, were also present at the meeting.

The full list of participants is attached as Annex | to this report.

Agenda items 1,2 & 3: Opening of the meeting, election of Officers, and Adaption of the

Agenda and organization of work

8. The Meeting was opened at 9.00 a.m. on 7 April 2015 by Mr. Sabahattin Dokmeci, Deputy

General Manager - Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation followed by Mrs. Tatjana Hema,
UNEP/MAP — MED POL Programme Officer and Mr. Tarcisio Hardman Reis, UNEP/
Secretariat of Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions Programme Officer. Mr. Sabahattin
Dokmeci in his speech welcomed all participants and wished them fruitful outcomes for this
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meeting and a pleasant stay in Istanbul. He pointed out the work done by UNEP/MAP to support
Turkey in PCB awareness and strengthening capacity for PCB inventory and disposal. Mrs.
Tatjana Hema in her speech welcomed all participants and briefed about UNEP/MAP-MED POL
work and MedPartnership project to support PCB awareness, capacity building, inventory and
disposal in the Mediterranean countries. Mr. Tarcisio Hardman Reis in his opening speech
focused on the role of Basel Rotterdam Stockholm Conventions Secretariat (BRSCS) and the
cooperation with UNEP/MAP Secretariat in the field of hazardous waste transboundary
movement. control.

9. Following the opening speeches the meeting elected its officers as follows:

Chairperson: Ms. Refet Sinem Atgin, Turkey
Vice-Chairperson: Ms. Elham Refat, Egypt
Rapporteur: Mr. Redi Baduni, Albania.

10. The meeting adopted the agenda (UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.409/1 presented in Annex Il of the
present report and annotated agenda presented in UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.409/2.

11. Interpretation in English and French was provided at the meeting.
Agenda item 4: Review of ESM Guidance and Fact sheets on PCB

12. Under this agenda item, the Secretariat invited Mr. Urs Wagner, MED POL PCB consultant, to
present:

a) PCB ESM Guidelines (document UNEP (DEPI)/MED WG. 409/3) containing
information on maintenance of equipment, PCB wastes, safety and emergency actions,
phase out and storage of PCB, treatment and disposal options, risk assessment, and draft
template of PCB phase out plan.

b) PCB Fact sheets (document UNEP (DEPI)/MED 409.4) addressing identification of PCB
transformers, PCB Awareness raising, identification of PCB capacitors, PCB open
applications, and PCB handling, packing, and transport.

13. The meeting reviewed the proposed Guide, suggested and agreed on a number of changes that are
summarized in Annex |11 of the present report.

14. The participants worked in three groups with the support of the experts to complete the fact sheets
with information as appropriate on the state of play of PCB management at the national level..
Some countries completed their information requested in the fact sheets. The other countries will
continue working and submit the final fact sheets after the meeting.

Agenda item 5: PCB Management and disposal, lessons learned and challenges in the
framework of MedPartnership project implementation.

15. The four countries participating in the MedPartnership project (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Egypt, and Turkey) made presentations on their experiences related to management and disposal
of PCB, as well as on lessons learned and challenges faced during the project implementation. In
addition, Lebanon also made a presentation on their national PCB management system and
related projects. The Secretariat also made a presentation on the overall project implementation
and lessons learned from the regional perspective. Annex IV includes all presentations.

Agenda item 6: Strengthening Mediterranean Countries Capacities to efficiently combat
illegal trafficking of chemicals and hazardous waste (focus on PCB).

16. The representative of the Joint Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Secretariat made a number of
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presentations and provided training on the following topics:
a) An overview of Export/Import/Transit controls under the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm
Conventions.
b) Practical aspects of enforcement of chemicals and hazardous waste with particular focus
on precaution aspects and related tools on the regional and national levels.
c) Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions tools and materials.

Agenda item 7: Round table on the Mediterranean priorities with regards to ESM of
chemicals and hazardous waste illegal trafficking (focus on PCB).

17. Under this agenda item, Ms. Gehan EI Sakka, Task manager consultant for UNEP/MAP — MED
POL - MedPartnership made a presentation on UNEP/MAP legal framework addressing
hazardous waste, including the first draft of the general framework of the regional strategy for
combating illegal trade and dumping of hazardous chemical and wastes in the Arab region
prepared in 2007 — 2008.

18. Ms. Nancy lIsarin, H2020 consultant made two presentations addressing illegal trafficking of
hazardous waste presented in Annex IV of the present report.

19. The participants were separated into three smaller groups to carry out some exercises related to
shipment of hazardous waste. Each group reported back to plenary the results of the exercise.

Agenda item 8: Conclusions and recommendations

20. Under this agenda item the Secretariat presented a set of draft conclusions and recommendations
that were agreed upon as amended and contained in Annex Il of this report.

Agenda item 9: Closure of the Meeting
21. Mr. Sabahattin Dokmeci, Deputy General Manager, making some final remarks thanked the

Secretariat and the participants for their constructive contribution and wished them a safe trip
back home. The Chairperson closed the meeting at 17:00 pm on 9 April 2015.
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Annex |
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

ALBANIA Mr. Redi Baduni

ALBANIE Director of Directory of Environmnent
Ministry of Environment , Albania
Durresi Str., 27

Tirana

Albania

Tel: +355 42 270623

Mob: +355 672042259

E-mail: Redi.Baduni@moe.gov.al

Ms. Blerina Xhixha

Specialist, Sector of waste and Industrial
Accident, Directory of Environment
Ministry of Environment , Albania
Durresi Str., 27

Tirana

Albania

Tel: +355 42 270623

Mob: +355 5672520471

E-mail: Blerina.Xhixha@moe.gov.al

Ms. Rovena Agalliu

Specialist, Sector of Air ,Climate change and
Chemical, Directory of Environmnent
Ministry of Environment , Albania

Durresi Str., 27

Tirana

Albania

Tel: +355 42256106

Mob: +355 695693240

E-mail: Rovena.Agalliu@moe.gov.al

ALGERIA Mr. Abdelbaki Djemaat

ALGERIE Engineer of State for the Environment
Ministry of Land Planning and Environment
Rue de 4 Canons 16000

Alger

Algerie

Tel: +213 21432852

Mob: +213 664664542

Email: essahili2010@gmail.com
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
BOSNIE-HERZEGOVINE

Mr. Senad Oprasic

Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic
Relations of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Musala 9

71000 Sarajevo

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Tel : +387 33953536

Email: senad.oprasic@heis.ba

Ms. Irem Silajdzic

Environment Engineer/leading Researcher
Institut za Hidrotehniku GF

Stjepana Tomica Street 1

71000 Sarajevo

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Tel: +387 33 212466

Fax:+387 33212467

Email: irem.silajdzic@heis.ba

Ms Ines Fejzic

Environmental Consultant

ENOVA Consultants and Engineers
Podgaj 14

71000 Sarajevo

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Tel: +387 33 279107

Mobile: 387 61800580

Email: ines.fejzic@enova.ba

Ms. Maja Maretic Tiro

Senior Environmental Consultant/ Head of
Environmental Programme

Enova , Consultants and Engineers

Podgaj 14

71000 Sarajevo

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Tel:+387 33279103

Mobh:+387 33279108

Email: maja.maretic-tiro@enova.ba

CYPRUS
CHYPRE

Neoklis Antoniou

Environment Officer

Department of Environment

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment

20-22 28™ Octovriou Ave

2414, Nicosia, Cyprus

Tel: +357 22408936

Fax: +357 22774945

Email : nantoniou@environment.moa.gov.cy

Demetris Demetriou

Environment Officer

Department of Environment Cyprus

Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment

1498, Nicosia, Cyprus
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Tel: +357 25802713
Mob +357 99133602
Fax: +357 22774945
Email : ddemetriou@environment.moa.gov.cy

EGYPT
EGYPTE

Elham Refaat Abdel Aziz

Stockholm Convention Focal Ponit

General Director of Environmental Development
Department

Manager of Integrated Management for PCBs . MED
POL Project

Manager of Integrated Management of Medical Waste
Project

Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency

30 Misr Helwan El-Zyrae Rd.Maadi, Cairo , Egypt
P.0.11728

Mobil: 01009183010

Tel.: +2 02 25256452 Ext.: 8879

Email: emorefaat@yahoo.com

Ms. Amel Barakat

Environment Researcher
Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA)
OmZeghio Road

Km 21 connection

Alexandria

Egypt

Tel: +203 020691

Mob +002 01283439536

Fax: +203 3024477

Email: barakat_amel@yahoo.com

Ms. Manal Farag

Environmental auditor in hazardous waste and
substances sector/ Deputy Project Manager of
PCBs Project (MED POL) National Director of
POPs Project Egypt (GEF/Worlbank)

Egyptian Environmental Affairs Agency (EEAA)
30 Misr Helwan El Zyrae road Maadi,

Cairo

Egypt

Tel: +202 25256454

Mob +001 005504944

Email: m5samyFarag@gmail.com

ISRAEL
ISRAEL

Mr. Helal Tarbush

Hazardous Materials Supervisor
Ministry of Environmental Protection
Northern District Nazareth Illit

Israel

Tel: +972 4 6059136

Mob: +972 5444914787

Email: hillalti@sviva.gov.il

LEBANON
LIBAN

Ms. Sabine Ghosn
Environment Specialist
Ministry of Environment
Beirut

Lebanon
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Tel: +961 3740171
Email: s.ghosn@moe.gov.lb

MALTA

Mr. Kevin Mercieca

Unit Manager

Malta Environment and Planning Authority
Hexagon House Spencer Hill Marsa

Malta

Tel: +356 22907200

Mob: +356 99444036

Email: kevin.mercieca@mepa.org.mt

MONTENEGRO

Mr. Pavle Duraskovic

Head Environment Department

IV Proleterske no. 19

Podgorica Crna Gora 81000
Montenegro

Tel: +38220655365

Mob:+382 67592925

Fax:+382 20655197

Email: pavle.djuraskovic@meteo.co.me

MOROCCO
MAROC

Mr. Mohammed El Bouch

Chef de Division du Laboratoire National des
études et de Surveillance de la Pollution
Environment Ministry

9,Al Arrar Street, Sector 16, Hay Ryad,
Rabat

Morocco

Tel : +212 537570118

Mob : +212 637082936

Email : elbouch21@yahoo.fr

Mr. Khalid Margaa

Head of Prevention Office/Focal Point Basel and
Rotterdam

Environment Ministry

9,Al Arrar Street, Sector 16, Hay Ryad,

Rabat

Morocco

Tel : + 212 537576605

Mob : +212 661706054

Email : margaakhalid@yahoo.fr

TURKEY

Mr. Sabahattin Dokmeci

Deputy General Manager

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Ehlibeyt Mah Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271
SOK. NO: 13 06520 Blagat Cankaya Ankara
Turkey

Tel: + 90 312 4740326

Fax:+90 312 4740335

Email: sebahattin.dokmeci@csb.gov.tr

Mr. Ahmet Varir

Departement Head

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Ehlibeyt Mah Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271
SOK. NO: 13 06520 Blagat Cankaya Ankara
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Turkey

Tel: + 90 312 4740315

Fax:+ 90 312 3124740335
Email: ahmet.varir@csb.gov.tr

Mr. Gokhan Sentutk

Section Chief

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Ehlibeyt Mah Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271
SOK. NO: 13 06520 Blagat Cankaya Ankara
Turkey

Tel: + 90 312 5863078

Fax:+90 312 3124740335

Email: gokhan.senturk@csb.gov.tr

Ms. Halime Sezer

Section Chief

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Vekaletter Cad. No. 1
Bakenliklar-Gonkaya

Ankara

Turkey

Tel: + 90 3124101965
Mob:+90 5065816438

Fax:+ 90 312 4190257
Email: halime.sezer@csb.gov.tr

Ms. Refet Sinem Atgin

Expert

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
General Directorate of Environmental
Management

Ehlibeyt Mah 1271

Sokak No. 13

Balgat, Ankara

Turkey

Tel: +90 312 5863103
Mob:+905332424500

Fax: +903124740335

Email: rsinem.atgin@csb.gov.tr

Mr. Sabahattin Turan

Assistant Expert

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Ehlibeyt Mah Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271
SOK. NO: 13 06520 Balgat Cankaya Ankara
Turkey

Tel: + 90 312 5863033

Mob:+ 90 05452751778

Fax:+ 90 312 4740335

Email: sturan460@gmail.com
sabahattin.turan@csb.gov.tr

Ms. Sadiye Bilgic Karabulut
Engineer
Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
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Ehlibeyt Mah Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271
SOK. NO: 13 06520 Balgat Cankaya Ankara
Turkey

Tel: + 90 3125863264

Mob:+90 5357146928

Fax:+90 312 4740335

Email: sadiye.karabulut@csb.gov.tr

Mr. Ertan Ozturk

Expert

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Ehlibeyt Mah Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271
SOK. NO: 13 06520 Balgat Cankaya Ankara
Turkey

Tel: + 90 312 5863192

Mob:+90 5322051301

Fax:+90 312 4740318

Email: ertan.ozturk@csb.gov.tr

Mr.Gulsen Sahin Otulu

Expert

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Ehlibeyt Mah Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271
SOK. NO: 13 06520 Balgat Cankaya Ankara
Turkey

Tel: + 90 312 5863246

Fax:+ 90 312 3124740335

Email: gulsen.oltulu @csb.gov.tr

Ms. Menekse Keski

Chemist

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Ehlibeyt Mah. Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271 sk
No: 13 06520 Balgat Cankaya Ankara

Turkey

Tel: +90 312 5863194

Email: menekse.keski@csb.gov.tr

Ms Sabriye Ayhan

Section Chief

Ministry of Environment and Urbanisation
Ehlibeyt Mah Ceyhun Atuf Kansu Cad .1271
SOK. NO: 13 06520 Balgat Cankaya Ankara
Turkey

Tel: +90 312 5863083
Email:sabriye.ayhan@csb.gov.tr
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PALESTINE

Mr. Atef Jaber

Director of Solid and Hazardous Waste-
Stockholm Convention Focal Point
Environment Quality Authority (EQA)
Abu Baker Street, Al Jawazat, 1st Junction,
Rafah, Gaza Stip

Palestine

Tel : + 972 8 2131506

Mob : +972 599 730157

Email : amhjaber@yahoo.com

Mr. Yaser Abu Shanab

Director of Public Health
Environment Quality Authority (EQA)
Al Sharafs,Al Bireh, BO box 3841
Palestine

Tel : + 970 2 2403495/8

Mob : +970 599264230

Email : yaser _shanab@hotmail.com

MAP PARTNERS

APNEK

Mr. Ameur Jeridi
CEO-Executive President
APNEK

1 Rue Istamboul

2080 Ariana

Tunisia

Tel: +216 98305586

Fax: +216 70 731085
Ameur.ahmad.jeridi@gmail.com

Arab Office for Youth and Environment

Mr. Essam Nada

Executive Director

Arab Office for Youth and Environment (AOYE)
3° Masaken Masr Lel-Taameer

Zahraa El-Maadi Street, 11931

Cairo

Egypt

Tel: +202 251 61519/245

Mobile: +201 001188998

Email: e.nada@aoye.org

Centre for Environmental and Sustainable
Development, Bosnia

Ms Sanda Midzic Kurtagic
Executive director

Centre for Environmental Sustainable
Development

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Stjepana Tomica Street 1a

71000 Sarajevo

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Tel : +387 33 212466

Email: sanda@coor.ba

CMED MOROCCO /RAED

Mr. Mohamed Ftouhi
Moroccoan Club of Environment and
Development (CMED)
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Email:ftouhimohamed21@gmail.com
ECAT Tirana Ms. Marjeta Mima

Director of ECAT Tirana

RrA Frasheri,Pall.16/Shk.6/Ap53
Tirana

Albania

Tel: +355 42 223930

Mob: +355 682024054

Fax: +355 42223930

E-mail: mima@ecat-tirana.org

Ecological Association of Boumerdes Algeria

Mr. Nacer Riad Bendaoud
President

Ecological Association of Boumerdes
Boumerdes El Bahran (Rocher Noir)
Tel: +213(0) 771594353

Email: aeb-boum@hotmail.com

MIO-ECSDE Greece

Ms. Thomais Vlachogianni
Programme Officer

Mediterranean Information Office for
Environment, Culture and Sustainable
Development (MIO-ECSDE)

12, Kyrristou str.

105 56, Athens,

Greece

Tel: +30 210 3247490

Email: vlachogianni@mio-ecsde.org

Tudav Turkish Marine Research Foundation

Dr. Ayaka Amaha Ozturk
Mr. Ozgegul Ozturk H20202
Ms Esra Billur Balcioglu

Turkish Marine Research Foundation
P.O Box 10

Beykoz 81650 Istanbul

Turkey

Tel: +90 216 4240772

Fax: +90 216 2420771

Email: tudav@tudav.org

UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME/

MEDITERRANEAN ACTION PLAN

United Nations Environment Programme
Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP)

Ms.Tatjana Hema

MED POL Programme Officer
Tel: +30 210 7273115

Email: tatjana.hema@unepmap.gr

Ms. Shelley Farrington

MedPartnership and MED POL Assistant
Tel: +30 210 7273135

Email: shelley.farrington@unepmap.gr

United Nations Environment Programme
Mediterranean Action Plan

48 Vassileos Konstantinou

11635 Athens
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Greece

Ms. Gehan Mohamed El Sakka MAP
MED POL and MedPartnership Consultant
Tel:+306943994479/ +201113357651
medpol.medpartnership@unepmap.qr
gelsakka2004@yahoo.com

United Nations Environment Programme
Mediterranean Action Plan

48 Vassileos Konstantinou

11635 Athens

Greece

Mr. Urs K. Wagner MAP
wagner @eti-swiss.com

Mr Panagiotis lokimidis MAP
iokimidispan@gmail.com

UNEP/Secretariat of the Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm Conventions

Mr. Tarcisio Hardman Reis

Programme Officer

UNEP/ Secretariat of Basel, Rotterdam and
Stockholm Conventions

15, Chemin des Anemones,

1219 Chatelaine,

Switzerland

Tel:+41229178341

Email: Tarcisio.HardmanReis@brsmeas.org

Regional Activity Centre for Sustainable
Consumption and Production (SCP/RAC)

Mr. Manolo Clar Messanet

Consultant

Regional Activity Centre for Sustainable
Consumption and Production (SCP/RAC)
Carrer d’Angli, 31

3rd Floor

Barcelona

Tel : +34 93 5538790

Email : mclar@pmecon.com

Mr. Omer Hallac
info@omerhallac.com

H2020 MEP/EU-SWIM Project

Ms. Konstantina Ithakisiou
LDK Consultants

Tel: +30 210 8196720
Email: cit@ldk.gr

Ms. Eirini Sakellaraki

LDK Consultants

Off 21, Thivaidos str, GR 145 64 Kifissia,
Athens, Greece

Tel: +30 210 8196720

Email: irini@ldk.gr

Ms. Nancy Isarin
Consultant LDK
Nancy.isarin@ambiendura.com
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Annex |1
Agenda

Agenda item 1: Opening of the Meeting
Agenda item 2: Election of Officers of the Bureau
Agenda item 3: Adoption of the Agenda and Organization of Work

Agenda item 4: Review of Polychlorinated Biphenyl Environmental Sound Management (PCB -
ESM) guidelines and fact sheets.

Agenda item 5: Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) management and disposal, lesson learnt and
challenges in the framework of UNEP/MAP GEF MedPartnership project.

Agenda item 6: Strengthening Mediterranean countries capacities to efficiently combat illegal
trafficking of chemicals and hazardous waste (focus on PCB).

a) An overview of Export/Import/Transit controls under the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm

Conventions.

b) Practical aspects of enforcement with particular focus on precaution aspects and related tools

on the regional and national levels.
c) Group exercise.

Agenda item 7: Round table on the Mediterranean priorities with regard to ESM of chemicals and

Hazardous waste illegal traffic.
Agenda item 8: Conclusions and recommendations

Agenda item 9: Closure of the Meeting
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Annex I11: Conclusions and recommendations

Introduction:

In the framework of UNEP/MAP and the H2020 Programme of work (PoW), under the

MedPartnership project, the UNEP/MAP Secretariat (MED POL) in collaboration with the Basel,

Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions Secretariat, organised a regional joint meeting on

environmental sound management and illegal traffic of chemicals and hazardous waste in the

Mediterranean held in Istanbul, Turkey 7, 8 and 9 April 2015 at the kind invitation of the Ministry of

Environment and Urbanization of Turkey.

The meeting reviewed and took note of the following documents and developments:

a) The draft guide on the environmentally sound management of PCBs in the Mediterranean as well
as the related fact sheets;

b) The progress of implementation of the PCB Component of the MedPartnership project by the
participating countries and at the regional level,

¢) The PCB management country profile fact sheets

d) Exchange of views on ways forward and next steps to also ensure MedPartnership’s project results
sustainability beyond 2015.

e) The overall framework of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions on hazardous
chemicals and wastes, their transboundary procedures, monitoring, detecting illegal waste traffic,
customs collaboration, and tools developed to support the law enforcement agencies.

A training session was dedicated on combating illegal trafficking of waste, carried out by the Basel
Convention representative.

Finally the meeting had a round table discussion on ways forward and means to strengthen the POPs
ESM and combat illegal trafficking of waste in the Mediterranean.

The meeting agreed on the following conclusions and recommendations:

Guide on the environmentally sound management of PCBs in the Mediterranean region
UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.404.3 (hereafter referred to as the Guide) and related fact sheets
UNEP(DEPI)/MED WG.404.4

a) The meeting appreciated the very good quality of the proposed guide and fact
sheets and approved its content, provided that the following changes are made to the
document and sent to the participants by 18 April 2015 the latest for final validation 5
May at the latest:

Title

To change the title of the document to: “Guide on the environmentally sound management of PCBs in
the Mediterranean”

o Chapter 0

To revise the list of Abbreviations, in order to also include the abbreviations used in the annexes to the
Guide.

o Chapter 2

1. To add the following footnote on page 20 in relation to step one ‘Year of manufacture’ in
paragraph 2.2.3: “It is recommended to choose the year of manufacturing of the capacitors in line
with national legislation. In case a reference year is missing in national legislation it is
recommended to use 1993 as reference year.”
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2. To add to paragraph 2.2.7 the following sentence: “Sampling of soil and ground water is to be
carried according to protocols, whose description is beyond the scope of this guide.

3. To mention under sub chapter 2.4 that the database should also include data related to PCB
contaminated hotspots, including sites and groundwater.

4. To add to sub chapter 2.5 a sentence recommending that the contracting Parties use the proposed
labels, presented in picture 32 to 34 for the purpose of maintenance and while in service. For the
export purposes countries shall use the labels as referred to in chapter 8.2.2 in line with the Basel
Convention requirements.

5. To shift paragraph 2.2.3 to after paragraph 2.2.5.

6. To add under paragraph 2.2.2 reference to a more detailed description on the sampling procedures
to be provided in annex 12.15 of this guide.

7. To clarify that in relation to the Density test and the Beilstein screening methods as mentioned in
the current sub chapter 2.3, they may only be used as an emergency method, or in case of severe
lack of resources and under certain circumstances.

o Chapter 3

1. To slightly revise paragraph 3.1.1 by clarifying that the company has to assign to one or several
people, depending of the size of the company, the responsibilities of implementing the procedures
as described below.

2. To add a sentence to sub chapter 3.3 that ‘Particular importance should be given to get better
insight in unknown sources, equipment or hotspots.’

3. To amend the title of paragraph 3.1.7 into “Disposal and site decontamination plan” and to add a
text on decontamination of PCB polluted sites.

4. To amend the title of paragraph 3.3.3 into ‘Priorities for disposal and site decontamination’ and
add a text on site decontamination.

5. To add to sub chapter 3.1 the sentence: “The management plan should be based on the polluter
pays principle and should be in line with national law, regulations and priorities.”

o Chapter 4

1. To shift paragraph 7.2.4 to a new section under 4.1.

2. [To amend the title of sub chapter 4.2 from ‘Maintenance’ into ‘Inspection of PCB containing
transformers’].

3. To add under the new sub chapter 4.2 an additional bullet point highlighting the role of
universities,NGOs and related stakeholders in promoting the dissemination of PCB management’s
best practices.

4. To slightly revise the sub chapter 4.4 in order to clarify what can be decontaminated and re-used,
and what should be disposed of.

5. To amend the title of paragraph 4.3 from ‘Maintenance’ into ‘Evaluation’.

o Chapter5

1. To add to sub chapter 5.1 the fact that people handling PCBs or people that can be potentially
exposed to PCBs use adequate protective equipment. The level of protection and the choice of
protective equipment depends highly on the tasks carried out.

2. Toinclude intable 11 and table 12 only filters relevant to PCBs.

o Chapter 6

To add to the introductory part of chapter 6 that, in case of incidents, accidents or spills in line with
national regulation and environmental permit standards the company should notify all competent
authorities.
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o Chapter7

Add a paragraph on decontamination of hot spots.

o Chapter 9

To add a new sub chapter 9.3 on ‘Authorization and Control’, and delete the box on ‘Control’ in sub
chapter 9.1. Under the new sub chapter 9.3 it should be mentioned that the establishment of an interim
storage facility or central storage area is only possible after submission of an Environmental Impact
Assessment study and is subject to authorization. An extension of temporary storage beyond the
period of 12 months as recommended, is subject to authorization by the competent authorities.

o Chapter 10

1. To add to sub chapter 10.3 a text that stresses the need to develop national legislation to regulate
criteria for transport hazardous wastes, such insurance, registration, and license and safety aspects.

2. To mention that under sub chapter 10.4 direct reference should be made to the provisions of the
Basel Convention.

o Chapter 11

1. To add to the introductory part that among the criteria to be used to select the treatment and
disposal options, BAT/BEP and already approved technologies shall be considered, as well as the
need to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment study.

2. To clarify in sub chapter 11.1 that the co-processing technologies, if not prohibited by national
legislation, shall be implemented according to the Basel Convention Technical Guidelines on the
environmentally sound co-processing of hazardous wastes in cement kilns as well as the relevant
national legislation and regulations.

3. To change the title of chapter 11 into ‘Pre-treatment, treatment and disposal’ and revise table 21
accordingly. Also to this table the de-chlorination treatment option will be added.

b) The meeting requested the Secretariat to consider future work and provide
support and guidance to the countries with regards to groundwater and soil sampling
and their PCB decontamination as well as providing official information on the list of
international disposal companies and accredited PCB laboratories.

c) Appreciating the work done in advance of and at the meeting for the preparation
of the national country profile of the PCBs fact sheets, the meeting invited the
participants to send by e-mail to the Secretariat their final version at the latest 30 April
2015.

Country experiences, lessons learned and challenges in PCB management and disposal

a) Following four country’s presentations on their national experiences with the
PCB management project, the meeting highly appreciates the progress achieved and the
added value of the Medpartnership project. Thanking the project teams (countries and
the Secretariat), the meeting took note of the following lessons learned and challenges
faced during project implementation:

1. The clear and continuous need for comprehensive awareness raising and education campaigns and
training targeting all involved various stakeholders, including national guidance on identification
and ESM of PCBs.
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2. The need for ongoing coordination and cooperation between the national involved entities and the
need to reconsider and improve the institutional set up by establishing an effective and reliable
mechanisms of coordination

3. Lack of or outdated specific national regulations addressing PCBs hinder an effective PCB
management approach and limit the options of the involved authorities. Development or updating
of regulations dealing with PCBs was strongly recommended, therefore the preparation of the
Guide was appreciated as a tool to support the countries in developing and implementing PCB
specific regulations.

4. The need to improve the link with Customs and establish criteria and mechanisms for the customs
control of import, export and transit of equipment and products potentially containing PCBs.

5. The recognition that collecting good quality data for national PCBs inventories is essential for an
adequate management plan. Communication with the companies is important aspect in this, as
well as onsite sampling and analysing. Also facilitating easy filling of the database should be
promoted, e.g. online.

b) Following a presentation by the Secretariat, which provided an overview of the
project, the meeting acknowledged the added value the project, in particular the
opportunity for the participating countries to exchange their experiences ad at the
regional level, and highlighted the following lessons learned:

1. Ownership and leadership of the project by the individual countries is a must, including dedicated
human resources, budget and time. The use of local consultants added to the success of the project
in supporting national PCB teams.

2. Phase out plans for replacing in-use PCB transformers should be developed by the responsible
government authorities in order to promote the replacement of contaminated transformers.

3. Cross-contamination is a very sensitive issue, and measures to control and prevent cross-
contamination should be given high priority. In this respect national regulation should provide for
a. screening before transformer or a capacitor draining, to make sure they are PCB free, b. further
import and export of new or refurbished transformer and capacitors is allowed only with a
certificate and analysis to proof that the dielectric oil is PCB free.

4. Dedicated customs codes should be developed to differentiate between new, refurbished and waste
equipment containing PCBs.

5. Soil contamination was also identified a critical area during the project. Solutions to prevent soil
contamination should be further developed in the future including remediation measures.

6. Future work should focus on supporting inter alia developing and implementing PCB specific
regulations, implementing the Guide, updating the PCB inventory database, improve reporting to
UNEP MAP and the Stockholm Convention, replicating the experience of the MedPartnership
project in other countries in close collaboration with the global and regional partners, in particular
the Basel and Stockholm Conventions, and continue with awareness raising activities targeting all
stakeholders at national and regional levels.

c) The meeting invited the participating countries to consider reporting the success
of the PCB component of the MedPartnership project, in collaboration with the
UNEP/MAP Secretariat, to the forthcoming Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm
Convention in May 2015 as a contribution of Regional Seas Conventions and the
Mediterranean region specifically towards global and regional PCBs related targets.

I11.  Training on illegal trafficking of waste

1. The meeting followed with high interest the presentations made by the representative of the Basel,
Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions Secretariat on the overall framework of the three Conventions,
and more specifically the procedures for importing and exporting chemicals and wastes covered by the
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Conventions and detecting illegal trade and traffic. Some of the tools developed under the
coordination of the Secretariat aiming to support law enforcement entities were highlighted. The
presentation generated many questions from the audience.

2. The UNEP/MAP Secretariat delivered a presentation on the regulatory and policy framework in the
Mediterranean region on hazardous waste and on combating illegal trafficking.

3. The meeting appreciated the further practical training on specifically illegal trafficking of PCBs
wastes, in particular an exercise about dealing with a possible illegal shipment of mixed chemicals.

4. Areas identified which pose challenges and risks in relation to illegal trafficking of PCBs include e-
waste, cable waste and ships destined for dismantling. Training activities to enhance country
capacities to combat illegal trafficking are needed including training on investigation, monitoring,
inspection and enforcement as well as environmental prosecution.

IV. Round table discussion and future priorities

a) Based on the discussions held during the three-days, the last session was
dedicated to highlight the Mediterranean priorities and challenges on proper
management of obsolete chemicals as well as combating illegal trafficking.

b) Following the exchange of views, the meeting highlighted the need for further
coordinated work on:

General priorities

1. Further streamlining tools with Basel and Stockholm conventions for national inventories and
reporting (HW and POPs including PCB).

2. Jointly developing tools for implementing global/regional guidelines on management of chemicals
and wastes, thus taking into account regional specificities and country needs with a strong
dimension on prevention and related SCP tools while taking into consideration the most recent
technical guidelines of the BRS conventions

3. Coordinating capacity building activities in the region by the specialized Regional Centres
established under BRS and UNEP/MAP Barcelona Convention working in the Mediterranean.

4. Encouraging further consolidation of the informal compliance and enforcement network
established under the LBS Protocol of the Barcelona Convention, and as appropriate the extension
of its scope and composition to address illegal trafficking under the HW Protocol of the
UNEP/MAP-Barcelona Convention and encourage networking and exchange of experience with
other enforcement networks in particular with ENFORCE established under the Basel Convention
and IMPEL TFS.

5. Considering to work at the national level more closely with NGOs, Universities and other relevant
stakeholders in developing knowledge and creating awareness on PCB management and
combatting HW illegal trafficking.

6. Better supporting country’s efforts in increasing internal and external resource and funds
mobilization through project proposals to address their needs on HW and POPs ESM including a
regional dimension as well as the implementation of pilot projects at country level taking into
account the need to integrate and mainstream climate change and other drivers in POPs and HW
management.

Specific priorities related to the ESM of PCB

Supporting the implementation of the PCB Guide including the development and update of PCB
specific regulations.
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Providing technical support on inventories of PCB in open applications and address this issue in the
updated NIPs as appropriate

Providing support on the development of sampling and monitoring protocols as well as
decontamination of soil and groundwater

Supporting countries in the development of customs codes to differentiate between new, refurbished
and waste equipment containing PCBs.

Undertaking awareness raising activities for the public and decision makers of all levels on POPs
including PCB ESM

e Specific priorities related to transboundary movement of HW
Considering the preparation by UNEP/MAP in close consultation with the BRS Conventions
Secretariat of a work plan to support the Mediterranean countries to strengthen their capacities
with regards to transboundary movement, preventing and combatting illegal trafficking of HW

e Undertaking training activities to enhance country capacities to combat illegal trafficking
including on investigation, monitoring, inspection and enforcement as well as environmental
prosecution.

e Supporting the establishment of mechanisms to strengthen coordination with customs to
obtain data,

e Collaborating with relevant authorities including the links between customs and enforcement
authorities such as police, persecutors, inspectors, judges, etc).
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