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e Make our cities livable and greener

e UNEP organized in Oman workshops on Good
Practices in Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning

e \Working together to protect biodiversity and combat
desertification in the Arab region

e UNIC -Cairo launches UNEP report on biodiversity
GBO4
e Dubai hosted Symposium on Alternative Refrigerants

for High-Ambient Countries

eElaboration of options for enhanced Cooperation and
synergies among biodiversity-related Multilateral
Environmental Agreements

e Elaboration of options for enhanced
Cooperation and synergies among biodiversity-related
Multilateral Environmental

e Main Meeting of West Asia Ozone Depleting
Substances (ODS) Officers Network discuss post 2015
plan
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The “Eco Cities of the Mediterranean” is an initiative of the
Ministry of Environment of the Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan. It held its biennial Forum and Expo in October, 2014
at the Dead Sea in Jordan, with the aim of creating a
momentum in addressing challenges such as sustainable
energy, integrated water resource management and solid
waste, while promoting green building principles, economic
growth and employment, particularly for youth.

Organized by the Jordan Green Building Council under the
leadership of the Jordanian Ministry of Environment and in
partnership with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs, Greater
Amman Municipality, UNIDO and UNEP, the forum
offered a platform for Mediterranean cities, business,
government and civil society leaders to discuss best
practices and exchange ideas about the new technologies,
smart policies, and strategies that involve public and private
sector stakeholders in the creative programs relating to green
economy in major cities.

The participants illustrated the urgent environmental
challenges faced by the region in general and cities in
particular. UNEP Regional Representative for West Asia,
Mr. lyad Abumoghli, said studies have demonstrated that
eighty percent of natural energy resources will be used in
cities. Experts from all areas including business strategy and
planning, policy development and environment must seek
synergies with the Sustainable Development Goals at the
city level, not only to provide guidance and direction, but to
act as an accountability framework to monitor the
achievement of these goals at the local, national and global
levels. He said.
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UNEP organized in Oman workshops on
Good Practices in Refrigeration and Air-
Conditioning

Jointly organized by the Compliance Assistance
Programme in the Regional Office of the United
Nations Programme for the Environment in West Asia
(CAP/UNEP/ROWA) and the National Ozone Unit in
the Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs and
the Omani Vocational Standards and Testing Centre
under the Ministry of Manpower in the Sultanate of
Oman, the train the trainers workshop on good
practices in refrigeration and air conditioning, and the
training workshop on the development and
enforcement of certification systems of RAC
technicians have been conducted and hosted during
the period September 7 to 11, 2014 under the
patronage of the Ministry of Manpower at Al Seeb
center for technical training in Muscat. While in
parallel, the Ministry of Environment and Climate
Affairs hosted the regional workshop for regional
experts involved in the development and
implementation of certification systems for the
refrigeration and air conditioning technicians.

The workshop was organized at the ministry's
premises during the period September 8 to 9 as part of
the current work plan for the implementation of the
approved HPMP projects and other regional activities
directed to the refrigeration and air conditioning
servicing with the aim to exchange experiences
available in the region and to launch a consultation
process with relevant stakeholders to develop and
enforce certification systems for RAC technicians,
especially in the review of vocational standards and
training practices related to the refrigeration and air
conditioning servicing sector in order to make sure it
comply with the latest trends in the sector, especially
with regard to the introduction of a new generation of
refrigerants, which either be flammable, or working
under hiah pressure or have other health effects.
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The main objectives of the workshop were to
exchange ideas and experiences in the region
about the most effective ways to develop and
adopt national systems for certification of
technicians working in the refrigeration and air
conditioning sector, as well as building the
capacity of trainers by developing their skills on
the use of appropriate assessment tools based on
the applicable vocational standards in the
Sultanate of Oman, in order to ensure the quality
and credibility of the assessment process for
certifying technicians as a prerequisite to allow
them to practice the profession and enter the
servicing sector.

The experts participating in the regional
workshop and through the organization of several
working sessions, interactive discussion and
review of the draft framework of the proposed
certification system, and the ensuing discussion
and exchange of ideas on the necessary resources
and the roles that need to be played by each
stakeholder concerned in the implementation of
the various components of a credible certification
system, The workshop concluded with several
important recommendations and key messages
that aimed to explore the possibilities of
developing/ enhancing a regional mechanism for
regular exchange of information between
concerned stakeholders and experts in the region
on technical issues, alternatives and market
developments related to RAC servicing sector
certification as well as the different approaches
for sound assessments.
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Working together to protect biodiversity and
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combat desertification in the Arab region

The 14th meeting of the Arab Working Group on
MEAs was convened by the Secretariat of the Arab
League from 14-16 September 2014. The aim of the
meeting was to review implementation of
Biodiversity and combating Desertification MEAS
in the Arab region.

The meeting provided an opportunity for the
interaction and cooperation between biodiversity
focal points, regional and international
organizations, academic institutes and NGOs to
strengthen coordination and partnerships in the
fields of biodiversity conservation and combating
desertification.

UNEP/ROWA participated by reporting on its
programmes about Aichi targets progress to
promote the implementation of Biodiversity MEAs
by providing technical assistance and capacity
building to member states in an integrated and
coherent manner. ROWA organized a preparatory
session for CBD COP 12 to be held in Pyongchang,
Korea and CMS COP 11 6-18, October and Omto
Ecuador 4-9 November 2014.
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The meeting was attended by 7 countries, Egypt,
Sudan, Jordan, Yemen, and Bahrain, UAE and
Saudi Arabia and regional organizations:
AOAD, ACSAD, Desert Research Center,
PERSEGA, IUCN, FAO, CEDARE, ICESCO,
UNESCO, Arab Wildlife UNION and IFAW.

The focal point for Egypt delivered a
presentation on the key topics during the CBD
COP12 for common Arab country positions.

The UAE representative delivered a presentation
on the achievements of UAE in the field of
conservation of biodiversity and the declaration
of wetland protected areas under the Ramsar
Convention; UAE announced signing the three
protocols under the Convention on Biological
Diversity, Biosafety, Access and Benefit sharing
and Liability and redress. The Kuwait focal
point also provided a presentation on the
implementation of CITES treaty in West Asia.

As for the ITPGRFA represented by AOAD, a
draft law is ready to be shared with countries on
the protection of genetic resources. Finally
ACSAD provided a presentation on the
implementation of UNCCD to Combat
Desertification.

Saudi Arabia represented the implementation of
the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS).
Recommendations were raised concerning the
implementation of training workshops on
various topics, and the need to cooperate
between organizations, on resources
mobilization for its implementation. Finally the
meeting discussed the importance of finding a
mechanism to activate the participation of Arab
countries in future meetings.
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Global Biodiversity
Outhook 4

UNIC -Cairo
launches UNEP
report on
biodiversity
GBO4

The United Nations Information Center in Cairo, in
collaboration with the UNEP’s West Asia office organized the
media launch of Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO) 4, the
flagship publication of the Convention on Biological
Diversity.

Media persons representing both print and electronic media
participated in the launch which was addressed by Dr. Mostafa
Fouda, Minister Advisor of Biodiversity & CBD National
Focal Point.

Introducing the publication, UNIC Cairo Director Khawla
Mattar, drew attention to the importance of the global
Biodiversity Outlook 4 in demonstrating that with concerted
efforts, we could achieve the biodiversity goals and targets in
order to eliminate poverty, improve human health and provide
energy, food, and clean water for all, especially in light of the
economy and security situation and challenges that our region
IS witnessing.

Representing UNEP, Dr. Mostafa Fouda highlighted salient
points from the report. He said: GBO4 is a scientific report
that summarizes the latest data on the status and trends of
biodiversity and draws conclusions relevant to the further
implementation of the Convention. Our livelihoods including
food, health, and climate change depend on the sustainable use
of the ecosystems services. Dr. Fouda provided examples and
facts that reflect our dependence on biodiversity in our daily
life.

UNIC's media launch resulted in high visibility for the Report
in the Arab region.

Link to GBO4:

http://www.cbd.int/gbo4/
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Dubai hosted Symposium on Alternative Refrigerants

for High-Ambient Countries
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Dubai hosted the 4™ Regional Symposium on Alternative
Refrigerants for High-Ambient Countries that emphasized the
need to accelerate action over a group of gases known as
Hydroflurocarbons (HFCs), and which is used as
replacements for ones being phased-out to protect the ozone
layer.

The main objective of the symposium entitled: “Risk
Assessment of Future Refrigerants in Production, Installation,
and Services” was to avoid that HFCs use climbs sharply in
the coming years in the refrigeration and air-conditioning
industry products in West Asia. The event was co-organized
by the Emirates Authority for Standardization & Metrology,
UAE-Ministry of Environment and Water, the Air-
conditioning heating, and refrigeration Institute (AHRI),
ASHRE Falcon Chapter, UNEP, and UNIDO.

Although HCFCs are not considered as ozone-depleting and
have been introduced into commercial use largely because
they have proven to be effective substitutes for Ozone
Depleting Substances (ODSs), many of them have a high
global warming potential (GWP), which urged the
international community to stress the importance of rapid
action to freeze and cut HFCs emissions in order to fall to
under one Gigatonne by 2050.

With active participation of experts from international
associations, research institutes, and industry, the two-day
meeting focused on addressing the skills challenge and norms
needed to introduce the future refrigerants that should comply
with current requirements of the high ambient climates needs

and low temperature emissions. The energy efficiency is also

an important component to be considered in our region which
is 60% or more of its energy production caters for the demand
of the air-conditioning sectors.

Jon sl e al ) caliY) jaigall oo ciliaind

o My Hla Fla jaad Al Glabll 8 3l Gl all

(0 e sana e Jaall g usi 55 pun (e Eaall I el
Aol Ay 5l 5 SIS ) 0 S LS g 8 5 el 3l
s dlead L ooyl Galail) oy Al @l e Jas

L OssY)

)LIAA&&S" 10 sie Chat Cradl A";“\S\ 5 9ol galaia 2w WS
it ) "eladal s (o il Y Al ¢l )
Sl gl & Ay Ay KU g KU LS el A alasiy)
G ddhie (Aol sell CauSS5 o il Ciladie delia 8 ALid)
Sl ol A (e JS 5 saill o3 andati 8 aale 38 (IS5 Ll
Al 350 59 cdandiall A pal) Gl Hlal) ¢ uulaall g Cilaial gall
35 51 gl il 5 ¢l sel) Caps y Al s coliall
Basiall an¥) zali el sl CanSi gy i) 5 A3l) sigal

O ae N e s Ao liall Lpaiill sasiall el dakiia g dill
Aol Badtiune s W Ay 5l 4y ) 51S 5 el () 50 SIS e )
Lol il s S s (5l 8 e a5 ¢y 555
A e daal) o) g 55 oM Badtiall o) gall Allad Jilay
o Laa ¢ pallall ) Jia¥) i 3 uS il e (g i 3 sall
sl Ay daldl 5 5 peall e caall ) al) acinally
Al Ay ) SISI (50 S S e Clila) (add 5 dpeatl o
2050 ale & ol Jlle e JE )

Glaa3Y) (e o) Al Al AS HLia caagd Al 6 il &3S
gaaill de (e sy A deliall g sl dalaa g il 5l
el alaie Y A P julaadl 5 <l jleal) Leia 5 culaaill
Olald) claliad 5 cldlaiall g (381 553 0 Cany 3 Adiisall
8ol aldie ) Apaal I () saadaall (3 k0 LSl #Liall <l
s llging 3 Lihie 8 Lla | juaic s ) 48U
o) sel) Cans e U ks 3l A8l 2 ) (e ST 1 760



fany
N V
99
U N E P UNEP IN WEST ASIA
NEWSLETTER
September-October 2014
Page 9

Elaboration of options for
enhanced
Cooperation and synergies
among biodiversity-related
Multilateral Environmental
Agreements

The fast approaching MDG deadline of 2015 and
celebrating UN day requires a pause to celebrate all that
has been accomplished and further strive for sustaining
the results, making further progress on our work and
integrating further goals. Indeed of great significance is
the latter; there are various efforts around the world
aimed at human betterment and the progress of the globe
as a whole, efforts that are a testament to the immense
endeavor of the UN and its various agencies. These grand
milestones, however, also call for an assessment of how
well the job is done, none clearer than the MEA around
Biodiversity; in which initiatives are taking place around
the globe, but at times lead to practical confusion and
deadlock. To tackle this issue an initiative has been
launched to address the matter and pave the way for
further progress.

MEAs are integral to the mandate of UNEP and as such,
and in consideration of the sheer abundance of these
MEAs UNEP’s Division of Environmental Law and
Conventions; sought to enhance collaboration amongst
these MEAs through the “improving the effectiveness of
and cooperation among the biodiversity related and
exploring opportunities for further synergies” project.
UNEP ROWA represented by Diane Klaimi UNEP’s
Regional Biodiversity MEA Focal Point actively
participated in “the first multi-stakeholder expert meeting
on elaboration of options for enhanced cooperation and
synergies among biodiversity related multilateral
environmental agreements”’ during 26-28 August 2014 in
Interlaken, Switzerland. Although at its infancy, the
project crossed various milestones through the meeting.
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Arrays of key issues were discussed; from the historical
background of MEAs, to the country specific challenges
that impede applicability. Further, and In line with the
issues, the meeting produced the following preliminary
options for synergies of MEAS:

1- Contributions to NBSAPs and the Strategic Plan for
Biodiversity and Aichi Targets, including common
guidelines for NBSAP development and revision, access
to GEF funding and voluntary peer review;

2- A shared modular reporting approach and online
reporting system;

3- A shared use of IPBES, better use of the Chairs of the
Scientific Advisory Bodies (CSAB) system and
consideration of interlinkages;

4- An enhanced use of shared information management
tools, such as InforMEA, UNEP live, IKM, CHM and
joint information and awareness raising campaigns;

5- Joint capacity building initiatives and cooperation
with other organizations, including UNEP, as well as
support in mainstreaming NBSAPs in other policy areas;
6- Joint project applications to GEF, mainstreaming of
NBSAPs into development banks work programmes,
cooperation with other organizations, such as UNDP;

7- Institutional collaboration, such as the enhancement of
the UNEP MEA Focal Point system, increased
contributions of NBSAPs to UNDAF programming,
cooperation with organizations, including FAO, the
Regional Environment Forums and Development Banks,
and the strengthening of the BLG through a work
programme consulted with CoPs and regular
communication with CoPs on its activities.

The project will yield a resource book with regional case
studies of best practices for users to promote synergies at
the national level.

in line with the overarching theme to produce results that
are inherently sustainable and integrated, UNEP embarks
on this new journey to make the world we live in a better
place, and takes a step further towards “a life of dignity
for all”.
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The United Nations Environment Programme/Regional
Office for West Asia (UNEP/ROWA) has organized the
2014 Main Meeting of West Asia Ozone Depleting
Substances (ODS) Officers Network in 26-27 October,
under the slogan West Asia: Post 2015 HCFC Phase-out
Challenges.

Many United Nations agencies involved in the
implementation of the Montreal Protocol, such as the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO), the United Nations Development Programme, as
well as the World Bank and some bilateral cooperation
agencies were brought together to discuss the challenges
facing the phase-out process for most controlled substances
in the West Asia region, that deplete the Ozone Layer and
to help determine the most effective policies, strategies and
plans that should be adopted to achieve the future goals of
the Montreal Protocol. Participants also discussed lessons
learned from the implementation of the management plans
of ODS in the region during the first commitment period,
in order to assess the progress made in this area and come
up with the appropriate recommendations that help reduce
the challenges, especially those related to the maintenance
and service sector of cooling systems and air conditioning.

A session was allocated to develop a draft plan of action
for the West Asia countries, where the participants
presented the regional initiatives, updated laws, ODS
management, the need for networking among industries
that produce foams, as well as the need to strengthen
cooperation with ODS officers Networks. The meeting had
concluded with recommendations to enhance future
planning to phase out the Ozone Depleting Substances in
full compliance with the Montreal Protocol.
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